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T H E 

TR A NSLATOK 

TO T H E 

READER. 

T He Eminency and Worth of this Author need 
no Apology , his Works liifHciently commend 
Him , who in his Writings , as the prefenr 
Book, clearly Ihews, uled no 'Tautologies , 
Circumlocutions , or fruitlefs Ambages j but 
(like a good lAafter , intending to inform, not to 
perplex the TAinds of his Difciples ) fo fuccinCtly Ipeaks 
of all Things , as is rarely leen in any other Author . 
The End^ why he Writ in his Time , was a.s him- 
lelf declares , not only to Teach and DireEliho Inge - 
7iiotis , but alio to Detect and Enervate the fallacious 
Dcfcriptio? 2 s of Sophiftcrs , whom he pronounceth 
Cur fed $ laying, he fhould be accurled alio, did he 
hot dilcover their Frauds. For a like End was I in- 
cited, by a worthy Friend of mine, to this Tranjla.- 
tion ; that the WO If K^.S of fo Ancient and Venera- 
ble an Author (comprihng fo many and various molt 
needful Preparations ) might now ar length be pub- 
Iifhed in the Enghjh Tongue \ there being at this very 
Day lo many Perfons publickly expofing their Chemi- 
cal Preparations ( as they call them ) which , if luch 
as they are prelentedto be, or but in fome compe- 
tent mealiire correlpondent to the Ip e cions Titles , 
with which they are infignized , would rather com- 
mend their Authors , than need to be commended 
by them. For Chymiflry is a true and real Art y and' 
(when handled by prudent Artijls . prodiicetlv 
true and real Effects . ' A.- a 




dSut alas 1 * tit by Experience fourid , 

- Our empty Vejfels give the greatejl found. 

And (which is more to be bewailed ) Men that 
li-tve^lcarcely fecn the Firjl Entrances of Chymiftry 
or at rnoft are but Tyro's in that moft neceflary 
, muci abufed) Science; account themfelves 
nnhciently accompl lihed , if Confident enough to boaft 

^ of Ma ft ers 5 yea , more than good 

•tf ers in that Art dare to do. For every confci- 
entrous Man , exercifed in Chymiflry , fees Cauje e - 
to lay his Hand upon his Miouth 5 and yet 
neglects not to do what Good he can , without blow- 
lr ^i/S m ^ rt * n fP et ' He that doth otherwife , may very 
well be fufpeded : for ( according to the ufual Pro- 
verb ) Good Wine needs no Bujh ; and every well per- 
formed Worlp commends the Worker thereof. It is 
recorded of the famous Painter Apelles , that he , 
haying finifhed any eminent Piece , did always ex- 
pole it to publick Vieiv y before he durft commend 
it (as a perfodl Work) to him for whom he made 
tuc lame. His .Ew^/in this , as Hiflories amply relate, 
was tnat he might , from the M.ouths of others, 
he:i r himielf prailed, or dilprailed ; and thence be able 
(prudently con j enuring by what he heard) to correifl 
and amend his own Err ours. If Pbyficians of our 

Time did, in imitation of Apelles , expofe their TVorks 
*he lame End, and would upon juft and unde- 
niable Cen fares , endeavour to amend their Errors ; 
their lo freemen t Publications would be highly com-? 
mend able ; but tis otherwife. Y et C hari ty forbids 
me to impute this to Avarice , Fraud , or Ambition 
( trices abhommable in ail Men , elpecially in Phyfi- 
czans) but rather to other lefs injurious Caujes , as 
Ignorance , and want of certain Experience ; in amend- 
ing winch; this Bookjm ay prove very lerviceable 1 be- 

' caufe 



To the Header* 

caufe the' Ign’orant and Unc Xpert may poftibly be in" 
formed thereby , and thence learn true Experiences 
by which (if Indufirious) they will in Time be able to 
CorreH their own Err ours , as well as if they had' u- 
fed the Policy of Apelles. But of Cove tom , Deceitful 
and Ambitious Men , there is no fuch Hope. There- 
fore omitting thele , I doubt not, but that to every 
Man ftudious of Verity , the prelent Work will be 
highly acceptable : becaufe herein he will find 
ftruaions fufficient to inform his Judgment , in pre- 
paring Medicines truly Chymical. For this Author 
(herem excelling others) hath clearly and candidly, 
though briefly , taught the Miethods of purifying all 
Metals , Minerals , Salts , Allomes &c. In which 
true and perfeeft Purification , the Vertue of each Sub- 
jea (its Vice and Impurity being feparated) isrendred 
ten-fold more efficacious in Medicinal Ufa , than the 
lam eSubjea (without iiich Preparation preceding) 
could have been ; as Experience daily proves. But 
» an I Man and fay. This Author taught thefe 

Purifications only in Order to the great Stone of Phi- 
lojophers ; to him I thus anfiver : All Philosophers 
(Ancient and Modern ) unanimoufiy affirm, that Im~ 
pur tty tends to Corruption and Death; but Purity to 
Incorrupt ion and Life * Therefore , if they, to amend 
lmperfedt; Meta/f , yi K . To heal the Eufenfc, of 
them , lo ftruftlyenjoyned the Separation at Hetcro- 
gene a s , and Purification of Things Homogenal; how 

* - 1 ? c ? re * , ev ^f y /aithfiil Phyfician ought to labour 
. purifying the Subjcas of Medicine for the Humane 
TZi (more precious than all Metals) of which thefe 

S CC1 n ed ^ , n ? mean Pay *> IIeave to the fudg~ 
p * / having premifed thefe , crave the 
P f ze J 1ce * n Perufal of the following : 

When I had perfedred this Tranfiation of 0EBE P y 

T ^\-A Ur ^° u X X? S have conee aled my Name; as 
I did in the Tranfiation of Ppy al and Prathca! Qhymi - 

A Z jh -y 


The Tranflator v See • 

Jlry (which being my firft EJfay in that kind of Learn* 
ing , I muft confefs were not fo well performed, as 
I intend that Book, fhall be , if a Second Impreffioh 
thereof be made in my 'Time) of Beguinus his Tyroci- 
nium , of Helve tins his Golden Calf all made publick 
fbme years fince; together with that of the Triumphant 
Chariot of Antimony i with Kfrlyringius his Notes there- 
on (though not the {mall Piece of Syne f us to it an- 
hexed) lately publifhed : but finding fome too ready, 
as the faying is , to thruft their Sickle into another 
Mans Harvejl , I am now at length enforced here to 
fubjoyn my Name ; being refolved henceforth fo to do, 
whenfoever any other of the JVorks ( through the 
favour of God ) by me tranflated , fhall come to be 
exposed to publick View . For , befides the large 
Volume of the JVorks of Ra. mund Lully , now ready 
for the Prefs (not to mention other Pieces on various 
Subje&s , of which I have tranflated many for private 
Perfons ) I have Englijhed the greateft Part of the 
JVorks of Paracelfiis ; having compleated two of his 
three Voliimes , and about half the Third * which I 
intend to finifh (if GOD permit) as Time , Opportu- 
nity , or Encouragement fhall be offered. Reader , I 
could here mention more; but confidering that no 
Man hath any thing that he hath not received; and 
timely remembring that Poetical Admonition , 

Nullum decet ejfefuperbum ; 

Quifc inflat ur , deferit omneBonuml 

I here conclude , iubferibing my felf ( as I always 
defire to be) your real Friend 



fiH-ai 


HiHHi 

t?SS 











The Contents. 


Of the Inucftigation or Search of *er« 
fetftion. 


May 3d. I 678, From my 
Houfe' at the Star in 
isTew- market in Wap- 
ping, near the Dock* 


Richard Ruffe IL 


O F Things perfecting and corrupting Me- 
tallick Bodies Chap. 1. Page 3* 
Of the St one o/Philofophers, 2* $v 

Of Things helping Preparation , and of 
their Cleanfing 3. 6. 

Of Preparing and Ameliorating Bodies, in General 

4. 9* 

Of the Preparation of Tin in Special 5. 2 r* 

Of the Preparation of Saturn or Lead 6. 14. 

Of the Preparation of Copper 7. ry* 

~f the Preparation of Iron 8. 16 

f the Preparation of Gold 9 ) 

ft he Preparation of Silver xo.j 

f the Properties oft he greater Elixir 11. 1 8J 

he Conclufon of this Book 20 . 




A 4 


1 1. Of 


The Contents. 


I i. 

Of the Sum of Terfefficn , Or of the 
c Perfeff Magi ft try . TbeFirft Book . 
The Preface ^ dividing this Poo^ into Fou? 

Tarts, p. 22, 

Part x. 

Of the Divijion of Impediments x 4 2 ? 

Of the Impediments of this Work, from the pan 
. of the Body of the Artificer * ‘ 2. 26, 

Of Impediments from the Part of the Arti fts Soulj 

Of External Impediments, hindering the Work 
of this Art . 

tteConclufion of the Firft Parr, containing the 
Qualifications of the Artificer j. 30. 

Part 2. 

O* the true Reafons of Men Jimply denying Art! 

it is tu>f f ojjible , &c. that Art can imf- 
tatc Nature in all Diflferencies of Properties 
> °f Aftions 2: , 9> 

-A Confutation of the Reafons of Men (imply de- 
*y*ng Art 3. 42. 

Severs Opinions of thofe who fuppafe the Art to 

^ Reafons of Men denying the Art fuppofed in 

T 5* S’ 1 * 

1 Of 




] 


The Contents. 

Of the Reafons of Men denying the Art fuppofed 
in Arfnick 6* 5-3. 

Of the Reafons of Men denying the Art fuppofed 
in Argentvive, drc. ' 7. 5-4. 

Of the Reafons of Men denying the Art fuppofed 
in Spirits to he fixed with Bodies , drc. 8. 5* y . 

Of the Reafons of Men denying the Art fuppofed 
in White Lead or Tin, &c. 9. $7. 

Of the Reafons of Men denying the Art fuppofed 
in Black Lead, or Saturn 10. 59- 

Of the Reafons 0/ Men denying the Art fuppofed 
in the Mixtion of hard Bodies, drc. 11. 60- 

Of the Reafons of Men denying the Art fuppofed 
in the Mixtion of Bodies, dre* 12. 61. 

Of the Reafons of Men denying the Art fuppofed 
in Extra&ion of the Soul, 13. 62. 

Of the Reafons of Men denying the Art fuppofed 
in Glafs^WGems, drc. 14. 62. 

Of the Reafons of Men denying the Art fuppofed 
in Middle Minerals,Vegetables, &c. 15. 6 3. 


Part. 3. 

the Natural Principles of Metallick Bo- 
dies, according to the Opinions, drc. 1. 65% 
Of the Natural Principles of Metals, according to 
the Opinion of Afodern Philofophers,€^r. 2. 66. 
*Thc Divifion of what are to be fpoken of Sulphur, 
Arfnick , and Argentvive , 3.") - 

Of Sulphur 4..S 69 ’ 

Of Arfnick p 72. 

Of Argentvive, or Mercury 6. 73. 

Of the Effects of the Principles of Nature, which 

are 



i 


The Contents. 

are Metallick Codies 
Of Sol, cr Gold 


Of Luna or Silver 
Of Saturn, or Lead 


Of Jupiter, or Tin 
Of. Venus, or Copper 
Of Mars, or Iron 


Part. 4. 


7 * 7 

8 . 7 f. 


9 * 77 * 
io. 78* 


11. 79.- 
12. 80. 


I 3- 8l 

♦ 


^^F the Division 0/ Things tobefpoken^ with 
an Infinuation 0/ Perfedrion, drc. 1. 83. 
O/* Sublimation, why invented 2. 86. 

What Sublimation is, and of the Degrees of 
Fire , <*r c . 3. 88. 

Of the Feces of Metallick Bodies to be added to 
Spirits in their Sublimation, drc. 4. 9I . 

Of Covering the Fire in Sublimation, y. 93. 
Of Errors about the Quantity of Feces, andthe 
Ofpofition of the Furnace , drc . 6. 95-. 

Of what Afat ter and Form the Sublimatory is to. 
be made 7. ^ 

Of Sublimation o/Mercury. or Argentv. 8. 102. 
O/ Sublimation of Marchafite 9. joe. 

Of the VeffeX forfHbliming Marchalite xo. 10 6. 
Oj Sublimation of Magnefia. and Tut. u. no. 
Of Defcenfion, andthe way of purifying by Paftils 

Of Diftillation r 2tt Caufes & Kinds,^°c. 13. * 14. 
Of Calcinadon of Bodies and Spirits ♦ its 
Caufes , drc. ,4. I20 . . 

Of Solut ion and its Caule 1^. 12,6. 

Of Coagulation and its Caufes 5 divers wayes 

of 


#J 


The Contents. 

of Coagulating Mercury, dr c . 
Of Fixation, and its Caufe, &c . 
Of Ceration, /f* C.aufe 

III. 


16. 129, 
17 - 136. 
*8* 139. 


Of the Sum of Perfections or of the Per « 
Magifiery . The Secoitd Book. 

The Preface dividing the .800^. into Three P<arti. 

Part x. ^ X - 

T /f^t t&0 Knowledge of Perfedion of this 
Art depends on the Knowledge of the Nature 
of Spirits, and Bodies , drc. I. 14*. 

Of the Nature of Sulphur and Arfnick 2. 143. 
Of the Nature of Mercury, or Argentv. 3 ♦ * 4 *- 

Of the Nature of Marchafite, &c. 4. 148. 

Of the Nature of Sol, or Gold f. Ifo. 

O/ the Nature of Luna, or Silver 6. if 3. 

Of the Nature of Mars or Iron. u 4 lfo of theFf- 
feds of Sulphur and Mercury, dr c . 7. 1 j 4* 

Of the Nature cf Venus or Copper 8. 157. 
Of the Nature of Jupiter > or Tin 9, 162. 

Of the Nature of Saturn, or Lead 10. 166. 

Part 2. 

T Hat of every imperfect Body , and alfoof 
Agentvive, the Medicine mufi necejfarilp 
be two-fold? viz. one for the White, the other 

for the Red I 7 I * 

J ■ That 


The Content?. 

- That every of the / mperfeSl Bodies ought to have 
• lts peculiar Preparation 2 ly . 

That the Defea of Imperfect Metals ought to te 
jupphed by Medicine , but their Superfluity 
removed by Preparation , 7(S _ 

Oft he Preparation ^/Saturn and Jupiter 4. 170 
Of the Preparation of Venus 7 fg f 

Pf tb * Preparation of Mars 6 . xgl] 

Of the Mundification or Cleanfing of Argent- 

vxve 7 186 

That five different Properties of Perfection ne- 

eeffartly confiitute amofip sr fe£t Medicine, &c. 

Of Preparations to be adhibited to the M!edicine 
tfat it map acquire the due Differencies of 
Properties- ' l8< f 

°f Medicines, drc. ib. 19/. 

' Venuf edlqnC the Firfi ° rder dealbat,M & 

Qf Medicines dea.lbating Mars Yz\ 107! 

Of Medicines citrinating ( or colouring ) Luna 

pf the diferett 6 e of the Property of Medicines 
of the Second Order / 14 202' 

— Bod?« iCi ^ § 6,ar » f»r imperfed 

Of *h* Medicine coagulating Argentv. il. 207.' 
* layv Ingrefs it procured in Medicines by Artifice 

Of Medicines ?/ the bird Order iP General 

J l8 

Of *M Lunar Medicine of the Third Or d. 1921 2 

Of 


The Contents. 

Of the Solar Medicine of the *Third Ord, 20, 213 

. Part 3. 

^JfHe Divifion of what fellows 1 . 21^. 

Of Cineritium, why feme Bodies abide in 

it 1 others not a. 217- 

Of the Tryal of the Cineritium (or Cupel) how 
it is to be compounded and ufed 3. 220. 

Of Cement, why feme Bodies fuflain it more , 
and others lefs 4. 222. 

Of the Examen of Cement * hew it is to becom* 
pounded and ex ercifed 5*. 224. 

Of Ignition 6. 2.2.6. 

Of Fufion, or Melting. 7. 227. 

Of the Expofition of Bodies ever the Vapours 
of .Acute Things 8. 229* 

Of the Extin<fllon of Bodies Fire- hot 9. 231.' 

Of the Admixtion of Burning Sulphur 10. 232. 

Of Calcination and Redutftion n. 2*34 

Of the eafis Sufception of Argentvive 12.7 
.A Recapitulation of the whole Arc I 3 '. v 5 ^^^ r * 
What Order the Au .hor hath obferved in treating 
of the aforefaid 14, 337. 

I V • 

Of the Invention of Verity, or Perfection. 

o f the fx Properties of Things from which 
the Medicine is extracted 1. 239. 

Cf the feven Properties of the Medicine 2. 241. 
Of the J^ivifion of the Book into four Particles 

3. 243 ♦ 
The 


The Contents. 


The Firft Particle. 

Of the Preparation of Middle Minerals 4 : 245% 
The Second Particle* 

Of the Modification, or Cleanfing of Spirits 

y. 249. 

Of the Preparation of Sulphur 6. 2 jo. 

Of the Preparation of Arfnick 7* 25’r. 

Of t he Preparation of Argentvive 8. 2.^2. 

Of the Preparation of Marchafite 9.7 

Of the Preparation of Tutia, &c. lo.f 2 **' 

The Third Particle. 


flow Bodies ought to be prepared j r. 2? 4 
Of the Preparation of Saturn 12. ) 3 * 

Of the Preparation 0/ Jupiter 1 3* j 2 ? ? ‘ 

Of the Preparation of Mars J 4-7 

Of •the Preparation of Venus j ) S 

Tlie Fourth Particle. 

Of Medicines 16. 260 . 

Of White Medicines /or Jupiter, &c. 17. 26 r. 
Of Solar Medicines for Jupiter, 18. 2. 63. 

Of White Medicines for Venus , drc. 19. 264. 
Of Red Medicines fir Venus andMars 20. 26 j. 
Of a Medicine pfthe Third Order # for the White 

21. 2 66. 

Of a Solar Medicine of the Third Order 22. 2 68. 
Of S olutive W aters 7 andlncerative Oy Is 24. 269. 


16. 2&Q m 

17. 26r. 

18. 265. 


V 


The Contents. 

V. 

OfiFurnaces , See. with a Re capitular i * 
.• on of the Authors Experiments / 

The Preface i dividing the Soo^into Three Part** 

Part. r. P* * 7 *' 

jfi\Ftrhe Calcinatory Furnace 
^ Of the Sublimatory Furnace 
Of the Diftillatory Furnace 
Of the Defcenfory 
Of the Melting Furnace 
Of the DifTolving Furnace 
Of /v^Fixatory Furnace, or Athanor 

Part. 2. 

O* the Preparation of Middle Mineral Spirits 

8. 27 8* 

Of the Calcination of Jupit. and Saturn 9. 279. 
Of the Calcination of Venus andMars io.7 
Of the Calcination of Middle Minerals 1 1. 5 
Of the Ablutions of Calxes, * 12/? 

Of the Inceration of Calxes, drc. I3.$ 2 ’^ r * 
Of the Redu< 5 tion of Calxes 14, 282. 

Of the Solutions of Bodies prepared^c.iy. 283. 

, Part 3 . 

Of the Way of Perfecting, according to the Third 
Order 16. 28 6. 

Of the Regimen of Jupiter and Saturn 17; 288.' 

Of 


x. 273 
2. 274* 



6 .'} 2 7 ^ 


7 - * 77 - 


J 


I The Content?# 

t Of Regimen of Venus and Saturn 18. 289J 

L Of the Regimen of Mars 19.J 

I C)f the Regimen of Luna 20.3 25> °* 

I; Of the Regimen of Mercury at. 29 x* 

| • Of the Ferment of Luna for the White 22. 292* 

t Of the Ferment of Sol for the Red a 3 .7 

Cy Ferment 0/ Ferment upon Mercury 
^Recapitulation of the Experiments of the 
Author 25-. 295-, 

O/ Mercurial Sports 26. 299. 

Of the Citrination or Colouring of Luna 

27. 300. 

i i 

r ‘ : 


GEBER, 



CO 

G E B E R; 

'the mojl Experienced Arabian 
Prince and Philofopher, 

o f T H E 

Inmejligation or Search 

o F 

<P E K F E C T I o nr. 


the PREFACE of the AU- 
THOR, Shewing the Reafons 
why he writ this BOO K. 

W E with continued and frequent 
diligence of Labour ^ and great 
Study equivalent , not 'without moft pro- 
found and ferious thoughts , 8Cc . expofe 
publickly to your viewy the Inveftigation 
of this mojl 7ioble Science, that the fub- 
fequejit Volumns may the better and more 
clearly be under flood by you ; and that 
being underjlood , fe arched into , and 
found, they may the more eajily and rea- 

£ dily 


dily be brought to effect. And becaufe , 
to find out the.Eeafon of Art , is another 
things than to attempt and prove the fub- 
tihies and intrigues of thefe things ; un- 
til by operating , fe arching , and experi- 
encing) the intended compleatment be at- 
tained : therefore) what foever we found 
out by things declared ( I meati) of 
things perfecting Art ) we have here 
written according to the intention of our 
Mind. 3Tet) i lei no man. think, that w^e 
compofed this Inveftigation before our 
Book, which is Intituled) The Sum of 
tfie Perfection of the Magiftery ; in 
Which) What foever we j 'aw and handled) 
We have compleat ly defer i bed) according 
to the Order bf Science, with Experience 
and certain Jfnowledg, which ,w^ of- 
quire d by cur Scrutiny) exercifed tpbStit 
the Effedp of Natural and MSnefqi 
Thi ng s y and the diver fe Tran fm ut at i of is 
apparent in the Work. And we have 
explained our Science befoy*e compofed) 
with this Comment of Inveftigation, 
which we purpofely writ for that end * 
therefore , by right , this muft precede 
that y feeing by this Book 1 am to make 
Enquiry about the Tiling Perfecting. 

CHAP. 


C 3 ) 


CHAP. 


Of Things ’Perfecting and Corrupting 
Metallic k Bodies . 


T Herefore , feeing this Science 

treats of the ImperfeCt Bodies 
of Cl diner aU) and teacheth how 
to perfect them 5 we in the firft 
place conlider two Things, viz. 
Imperfection and Perfection . About thefe twoi 
bur Intention is occupied, and of them we. 
purpofe to treat. We cofnpofe this Book^ of 
Things perfecting and corrupting ( according as 
we have found by experience J becaufe Cdn~ 
traries fet near each other, are the more ma~ 
iiifeft. * 

.The Thing which, perfects in 2Hinerals , is the 
fiibftance of -Argentvi've and Sulphur propor- 
tionably commixt, by long and temperate de- 
coction in the Bowels of clean, infpiflfate, and 
fixed Earth ( with confervation of its Radical 
Humidity not corrupting ) and brought to a 
folid fufible Subftance, with due Ignition^ and 
rendred Malleable. By the Definition of this 
KFature perfecting, we may more eafiiy come 
to the Knowledge of the Thing corrupting. 
And this is that which is to be underftood in 
a contrary Senfe, viz,, the pure fubfiance of 

B Snip hut 


I ( 4 ) 

Sulphur and *Argent*uvvey without due Propor- 
tion commixed, or not fiifficiently decoded 
in the Bowels of unclean, not rightly infpiflate 
F nor fixed Earth , having a Combuftible and 

Corrupting Humidity , and being of a rare and 
porous Subftance 5 or having Fufion without 
u due Ignition, or no Fufion, and not fufficient- 

ly Malleable. 

The firft Definition I find intruded in thefe 
two Bodies, *uiz.. in Sol and Luna 7 according 
to the Perfection of each : but the fecond in 
thefe four, < uiz*» Ready Copper and Irony 

| according to the Imperfection of each. And 

becaufe thefe ImperfeCt Bodies are not redu- 
cible to Sanity and Perfections unlefs the con- 
trary be operated in them 5 that is, the Mani- 
i : he made Occult, and the Occult be made 

| Manfefi: : which Operation, or Contrariation, 
is made by Preparation, therefore they muft 
t b e prepared. Superfluities in them removed, 

and what is wanting fupplied 5 and fb the 
known Perfection inferted in them. But Per- 
fect Bodies need not this preparation 5 yet 
they need fiich Preparation, as. that, by which 
£ their Parts may be more Subtiliated, and they 
M reduced from their Corporality to a fixed Spi- 
rituality. The intention of which is, of them 
to make a Spiritual fixed Body, that is, much 
more attenuated and fiibtiliated than it wa$ 
before,. Of all thefe Preparations ( accord 
ding to our Inveftigation) we fhall fufficient- 
ly treat in their proper Place in this Book. 

What 



r 5 > 

What fhall be ( as is hereafter mentioned ) 
fiifficiently prepared, will be fit to make the 
White or great Red Elixir with. 


CHAP. II. 

Of the Stone of ^hilofophers , that it 
is one only y for the White , and for 
the Reds an & from *what Things it is 
extracted* j4nd of the ToJJibility 
and Way oj TerfeStion* 

W E find Modern Artifts to deferibe to 
us one only Stone y both for the White 
and for the Red 5 which we grant to be true : 
for in every Elixir , that is prepared. White 
or Reds there is no other Thing than jiv- 
gentvive and Sulphur* of which, one cannot 
aCt, nor be, without the other: Therefore 
it is called, by Philofophersy one St one , al- 
though it is extraCled from many Bodies or 
Things. For it would be a fbolifh and vain 
thing to think to extract the fame from a 
Thing, in which it is not, as fome infatuated 
Men have conceited 5 for it never was the 
Intention of Philosophers : yet they fpeak ma- 
ny things by fimilitude. And becaufe all Me- 
tallick^ Bodies are compounded of jlrgentviyc 
^*and Sulphury pure or impure, by accident, 
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gnd not innate in their firft Nature 5 there^ 
fore, by convenient Preparation) *tis poffihh* 
to take away luch Impurity. For the FxJ 
foliation of .Accidents is not impofJible : there" 
*? re > J hc end Preparation is, to take awav 
S ”Perflmty , and fupply the Deficiency in Per- 
iect Bodies. But Preparation is diversified ac- 
cording to the Diverfity of things indigent. 

r F 5vP erience taught us diverle wavs 

pt acting, viz.. Calcination , Sublimation , De- 
Jcenfion , Solution , DifiiUation , , Coagulation Fix - 
f**®" and Iteration ; All which we fuffici'ent- 
'Jr de S IarC lr L the °f tl: >e Perfection of the 

ttgSSL. ,h ' fe are y ' 0,ks >» 


CHAP. HI. 

VfeS&SSit 

alio Glafs, Borax, and what are of this FJa- 
and moll fharp fdnegar and Fire . 

Cleanfing of Common Salt. 

Common Salt is cleanled thus : Firft burn 
a “ d It combuft into hot Water to be 
^lflolyed 3 filter the Solution , which congeal 

by 
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by gentle Fire. Calcine the Conge fate for a. 
pay and Night in Moderate Fire, and keep 
it for ule. 

Cleaning of Salt -Hlkali. 

Salt- aAlhali is lo cleanled as Common-Salt 9 
and it is Sagimen Vitri. Firft it is ground, 
and then the whole diflolved in Common Wa- 
ter hot : afterward Filtred, Congealed, and 
Calcined with moderate Fire. 

Cleanfing of Salt-Gem . 

Firft it is ground, and then proceeded with 
as with Common -Salt. 

Cleaning of Salarmoniac . 

Grind it firft with the Preparation of Com- 
mon-Salt cleanled j then let it be lublimed irj 
an high Body and Head , until it all alcend 
pure. Afterward diifolve it upon a Porphiry 
in the open *Air, if you would of it make 
Water $ or keep the Sublimate fufticiently pure. 

Cleanfing of other Salts . 

There are divers other kinds of Salt found, 
which are Prepared and Cleanled, as above is 
fitid. - 

Cleanfing of Hlloms. 

Firft of Roch-Hllom : Many Things may be 
Prepared by it, without its Cleanfing j yet 
if may be Cleanled thus : Put it in an udlem- 
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beck^* and extract its whole Humidity ■ which 
is of great avail in this Jirt* The Feces re- 
maining in the Bottom, may be difloived upl 
. on a Porphiry-Stone , in fbme Humid Place, or 
•’ in Water y which may be thence extracted* andT 
lb referved clean. - 

Cleanfing of famenous jillom . 

famenous jillpm is Prepared as the former * 
but in this Art it is of greater vertue. There 
are found yet many other ^dlloms* all which 
are Prepared and Cleanfed as above is faid. 

C leanfing of Atraments* 

Firft of Black u4tr ament , which is thus Clean-* 
fed r Firft, It mull be dillblved in clean Vi- 
negar y afterward Diftilled and Coagulated. 
Or let it be firft Diftilled by Alembeck^ and 
all its Humidity extracted. The Feces Calci- 
ned in this Diftillation, muft be refolved up- 
on a Porphiry y or dillblved in their own Wa- 
ter* and then Coagulated. Or that Water /if 
the Artift fb wills ) referved* 

Cleanfing of Copperas . 

Copperas or Vitriol , is Cleanfed as Black 
-Atrament $ yet Black -Atrament hath greater 
Earthinefs than the Green. There are divers 
Altraments* and they are found of divers Co- 
lour* which are all Cleanfed as the aforefaid. 


Of 



Of Glafs and Bor ace si 


Glafs and Bor aces* if made in a due man^ 

ner, need not Preparation. 

i- * 

Fhe Cleaning of mofi Jharp Vinegars 3 

Vinegars , of what kind fbever, acute and 
harfh, are Cleanfed by Subtiliation 5 and their 
Virtue, or Effed, is Meliorated by Difttf- 
lation. Of the Cleanfing' aiid Purifying .of 
all the aforefaid, we have now fufficiently 
fpoken : with which the Imperfect Bodies may 
be Prepared, Purified, Meliorated* and Subti- 
liated, by Fire always duly Mediating. 


CHAP. IV. 

Of ^Preparation and Melioration of Bo- 
dies tn General. 


T HEY are Prepared and Depurated by 
the aforefaid, according to the Intenti- 
on of Fire in this manner.- Thefe imperfe<ft 
Bodies havefiiperfluousiT/*^k/it*>j, andacom- 
buftible Sulphur eity* with Blacknefs generated 
in them, and corrupting them: alfb they have 
in them an Unclean, Feculent, Combuftible, 
and very Grofs Earthinefs , impeding Jugrefs 
and Fufon. Thefe, and fuch as thefe, are 
fUperfluous in the aforefaid Bodies, which are 

found 
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found to be in them, by our Experience, and 
certain and ingenious Im/eJHgation. And be- 
caufe thefe Superfluities have access to thefe 
Bodies accidentally, and not radically 5 and 
the Spoliation of Occidentals is pqffible 5 
therefore it behoves us, with Ortificial Fire, 
by the afore/aid cleanfed Things, to remove 
3*1 _ Superfluous Occidents , the only Radical 
Swftaflce of Orgentvive and Sulphur remain- 
thg. This is the intire Preparation , and per- 
fect Depuration of Imperfect iWw. The Me- 
Iteration, Purification and Subt illation of thefe 
v the pure Subftance remaining ) are effedfc- 
ed many ways, according as the Elixir re- 
quires. ' 

Therefore, the way of Preparing and Pu- 
rifying in General, is this Firft, With Fire 
proportional, the whole Superfluous and Cor- 
rupt Humidity in their ElTence muft be eleva- 
ted 5 alfo their fubtil and burning Superfluity 
removed : and this by Calcination . Afterward, 
the whole Corrupt Subftance of their Super- 
fluous burning Humidity and Blacknefs remain- 
mg m their Calx , muft be corroded with 
thofe aforefaid Cleanfed, Corrofive, Acute, 
or Harfh Things, until the Calx be White 
or Red (or coloured according to the Na- 
ture and Property of the Body ) and clean 
and pure from all Superfluity or Corruption. 
Ancle Calxes muft be Cleanfed with thefe 
Corrofives , by Grinding, Imbibing and Wafh- 
*ng« Afterward, the whole unclean Earthi - 

nefs % 
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fiefs, and Combuftible and Grofs Feculency 
jnuft be taken away, and depofited with the 
aforfaid Cleanfed or Pure Things, not having 
Metallic £ Fuflon 5 they being commixed, and 
well ground together with the aforefaid Calx, 
depurated in the aforefaid manner . F or thefe, 
in the Fupon or BednShlon of the Calx, will 
retain with themfelves the aforefaid Grofs 
and Unclean Earthinefs , the Body remaining 
pure, Cleanfed from all Corrupting Superflu- 
ity 5 and this by Descending. 

The way of Meliorating and Subtiliating the 
pure Subftance of thefe, is in General this * 
fir ft, this Purged and Reduced Body is again 
Calcined with Fire \ and this by the Tbfunda- 
five helps aforefaid : and then, with fuch of 
thefe as are Solutive it muft be diffolved* For 
this Water is our Stone , and Orgenfuive of Or - 
gent'vizre, and Sulphur of Sulphur , abftraCted 
from the Spiritual Body, and Subtiliated or 
Attenuated ; which may be Meliorated by 
comforting the Elemental trtues in it, with 
other prepared Things, that are of the kind 
of its own Kind ; and by augmenting the 
Colour , Jpixion, Weight , Purity , Fuji on, and all 
other Things which appertain to a perfect 
Elixir \ And this is the way (by us only found 
out) of the Preparation , Depuration , SubtiUa- 
tion and Melioration of Mineral Bodies in Ge- 
neral. Now we pafs to the Special or Particular 
Preparation of every Imperfect Body , with all 
its Methods, as alfo of the Perfect Mineral 
fjodies* And firft of Jupiter. CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

Of the Preparation of Tin in Special \ 

r lpiter is manifoldly prepared, yetbeft in this 
manner .- Put it in an apt Vefiel in a Fur- 
***ce of Calcination , and under it make Fire 
fufficient for good Fufion of the Body 5 ftir- 
Liquefied Body with an Iron Spatula 
full of holes, and drawing off the Scum that 
nfeth, and again ftitring the Body , in that 
neat of Fire equally incjuring, until on the 
Superficies be gathered together a good quan-i 
trty of that Scum or Powder $ which takeoff, 
and again continue ftirring until the whole 
Body be reduced to Powder. This Powder fift 
and replace it again in the Furnace y adding 
Fire, not exceeding the Fire of its Fufion, 
and ftir it often. Keep it in this Fire of Cal- 
cination for a day Natural, or thereabouts, un- 
til its whole Accidental and Superfluous Hu- 
midity be abolifhed, with its Combuftible and 
Corrupting Sulphur. For the Fire elevates 
and confumes every Fugitive and inflamable 
oubftancc z then often well wafh it with the 
aforefaid, viz., with Common-Salt Cfearifed, 
and *ARom> and with Purified and Harfh Vi- 
negar * and dry it at the Sun , or in the u4ir § 
and then again Grind, and Wafh, and Dry : 

and 
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nd do this time after time , until by the acui- 
ty of the Salts , uillomt 9 and Vinegar , its whole 
Humidity , Blacknefs , and e Uncleannefs 9 {hall be 
confiimed, corroded and done away. This be- 
ing done, add Glafs beaten to Powder 9 tothefe 
aforefaid , and when you {hall have impafted 
the whole together , then with luflicient Fire 
make it flow in a Crucible with an hole in its 
bottom , let within another , and the pure and 
clean Body will defeend , the whole earthly 
and feculent Subftance remaining above with 
the Glafs, and Salts , or ytlloms^ for in that Body 
defeended and reduced , is an equal and per- 
fe<5fc Proportion of clean uirgentvi've and white 
Sulphur not burning 5 becaufe Fire and the Cor- 
rofivef have divided the whole Humidity , and 
fugitive, and inflamable, and corrupting Sub - 
\ftance and Blacknefs 5 and through that Difcen - 
fory, by the pafting with Salts , ^ illoms , and 
plafs , the whole feculent earthy Subftance is 
feparated , the pure Subftance with its Propor- 
tion remaining. 

Afterward calcine this pure reduced Body a~ 
gain , with pure and clean Salarmoniac , until 
it be in weight equal, or thereabout. When 
it {hall be well and perfe&ly calcined , then 
grind the whole well and long upon a Perphiry - 
ftone, and place it in the open u 4 ir> in a cold and: 
humid place 5 or in Glafs Vejfels, in a Furnace of 
Solution , or in Hoff e-dung , until the whole 
be diffolved 5 augmenting the Salt if need be. 
This Water we ought to honour , for it is what 

we 
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We fee k for the White . Thele may liiffice to 
fpoken of the Preparation of Tin. 
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lixlr* Thele of the the Preparation of Sat torn l 
may fuffice. 


CHAP. VI. 

Of the ‘Preparation of Saturn. 

L Ead is thus prepared , Set it' in a like Far 
naceof Calcination , lfirring it , while ir 
flux , as you did the Tin , until it be converter 
to a molt fine Powder - Sift this, and again let ii 
in the Fire of i ts Calcination , as alorefaid, until 
Its Fugitive and Inflamable Subltance be gbo- 
lilhed. Afterwards take out your red ^ 
Which imbibe and grind often , with Common 
Salt cleanled , and J 4 trament purified;, and veq 
harfh Vinegar. For the Red you mult ufe thele; 
as you did for the White , with Common £alt i 
famenous ~Allam b and Vinegar z ; Alio as of Tin ii 
faid, your Matter mult be often imbibed, dryed* 
and ground, until by benefit of the aforelaid, 
this laid uncleatinels be totally removed : then 
mix G lafs wl th Thefe aforelaid , and as you did 
with the Tin cauffe the pure Body to delcend J 
that defcendirjg ;it may be reduced- Again,* 
Calcine it witfrpure Salarmoniac (&s of fapitet 
laid) and mbit fubtily grind and diffdlve it 
by the way aforelaid. For that is the Watered 
^frgenvvi'ue and Sulphur proportionally made j 
Which we ufe in Compolition of the Red E- 


CHAP. VII. 

Of the Preparation of Venus. 

V Enus or Copper , is this way prepared ; 

Make a Toy of Common Salt well cleanled 
in a Crucible , and upon that put a piece of 
Copper Plate , and over that a Lay of Salt , and 
then more of the Plate 5 and lo continually y 
until the Veffel be ffyll : which being coveted 
and firmly luted , place in a Furnace of Calci - 
nation , for one day Natural ; then take it out 
and leparate and lerape off what £ hall be Cal- 
cined 5 and again Calcine the Plates with New 
Salt , as before, repeating the Calcination lo of- 
ten, as until all the Plates fha.il be conlumed , 
and corroded by the benefit of the Salt and 
Fire : for the Salt corrodes the liiperfiuous Hjk- 
mldity and Combuftible Sulphureity , and' the 
Fire elevates the Fugiti ve and Inflamable^ Sub- 
ltance With due Proportion. Grind this cafei— 
nfcd matter to arnoft liibtile Powder , and walh 
it with Vihogar 5 until the Water come from it 
tree from Blacknefs . Another time imbibe it 
With new Salt and Vinegar > and Grind , and 
after Contrition (or Grinding) put it in a Cal- 
cining Furnace^ in an open V and let it ftand 

thetfe 
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ttiere three days Natural - then take it out and 
Grind it very well and fubtily , and well and 
long walk it with Vinegar , until it fhail be 
eleanled and purged from all ZJncleannefs . This 
being done, dry it well in the Sun> then add to 
it half its weight Of Sdlarmoniac % well and long 
Grinding, until it be an impalpable Subfiance. 
Then expole it to the open ulir , or let it in 
Horfe-dung to be diflolved , until whatloever 
is, there fubtile {hall be diflolved 5 anew ad- 
ding clean Salarmoniac , if need (hall be, until 
the whole be made Water. Honour this Water, 
which we name the Water of fixed Sulphur , 
with, which the Elixir is tinged to Infinity , 
Thele of the Preparation of Venus , 


CHAP. V I I I. 

Of the ‘Preparation of Mars. 

or Iron % is beft prepared thus : Let it be 
Calcined as Venus , with Common Salt 
eleanfed,and4et it be walked with pure Vinegar $ 
being walked, dry it in the Sun ^ and when 
dryed, grind and imbibe it with new Salt and 
Vinegar , and then put it in the lame Furnace, 
a*of Venus is laid , for three days. Honour 
this Solution » viz.. The Water of fixed Sulphur % 
Wonderfully augmenting the Colour of the jB- 
bxir •. Thele may luffice to be lpoken of the 
preparation of Imperfeft Bodies, CHAP. 
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Of the Preparation cf SoL 

Erfecft Bodies need not Preparation, in relati- 
on to their further Perfection^ being perfe<5t 5 ' 
but that, they may be more fubtiliated, and at- 
tenuated y we adhibit this Preparation to them 
ft: SoIot Gold beaten into thi n Plates y and 
with them and Common Salt very well prepared; 
make Lay upon Lay in a Vejfel of Calcination , 
which let into a Furnace and. Calcine well for 
three days, until the whole be fubtily Calcined j 
then take it out , grind it well , wafh it with 
Vinegar ^ and dry it in the Sun, afterward grind 
it well with half its weight of cleanfed Salnr- 
moniac $ then let it to be diAc’ 'ed, until the 
whole (by the benefit of Common Salt and. /fr- 
rnoniac ) be diflolved into a moft clear Wat eri 
This is the precious Feirment for the Red Elixir y 
and the true Body made spiritual. 


CHAP. X. 

Of the Preparation of Luna. 

L ZJna or Sdvery is fubtiliated and attenuated 
and reduced to Spirituality , in manner as 

C above' 
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above is (aid of Sol . Therefore in all aj^d 
very part of the Wor do the fame in its Bub- 
filiation , as you did with the Gold . And this Wa- 
ter of Luna diflolved , is the Ferment for the 
White Elixir , made Spiritual. 


C H A P. X I. 

Of the cProgerties of the Greater Elixir 

7T.E have now fufficieritly determinated 
** V the. Preparation and' Subtiliation of per- 
feCt Bodies i that every IDifcreet Operator may 
be enabled to attain his Intention . Therefore 
let him attend to the Properties and o fACli- 

0 on of the Compofition of the Greater Elixir : 
For we endeavour to make one Subfiance % yet 
compounded and conrpofed of many 5 To per- 
manently fixed , th at being put upon the Fire, 
the Fire cannot injure 5 and that it may be mix- 
ed with Metals in Flux , and flow with them, 
and enter with that which in them is of an in- 
grefftble Subfiance , and be permixed with that, 
which in them is of a permixable Subfiance and 
be confolidated with that, which in them is of 
a confolidate Subftance 5 and be fixed with that, 
which in them is of a fixable Subfiance ; and 
not be burned by thole Things which burn not 
Gold and Silver ; and take away Confolidationt 
and Weights with due Ignition * 

Yet you mull not think all this can be effe<5N 

ed 
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ed by Preparation at once , in a very fliort 
Time , as a few Hayes and Hours ; but in re- 
fpedt of other Aiodtrn P hyficians , and alio in 
r efpect of the Operation of Nature y the Verity ' 
of the Work, is fooner terminated this way; 
Whence the Philofopher faith. It is a Aledicine 
requiring a long fp ace of time . Wherefore I tell 
you, you miift patiently fuftain Labour , be- 
caufe the work will be long; and indeed Fe- 
Jli nation is from the Devils part : Therefore let 
him that hath not Patience defift from the Works 
for credulity will hinder him making overmuch 
halte. And every Natural Albion hath its deter- 
minate Aleafure and Time y in which it is ter- 
minated, viz,, in a greater or leffer fpace. For 
this Wi ork. Three Things are neceffary, namely. 
Patience , Length of Time , and - dpinefs of Infiru - 
ments ; of which we fpeak to the Artificer , iii 
the Sum of the Perfection of our Alagifiery , in 
divers Chapters , wherein he may find them , 
if he be lufficiently skilled in our Work*. In 
which, by manifefl: and open Proof we con- 
clude, that our Stone is.no other than a Fcstent 
(or fruitful) Spirit and Living Water y which we 
have named Dr^ by Natural Proportion 

cleanfed, and united with fiich Union , that they 
can never be abfent each from other. To which 
two muft alio be added a third, for abbreviating 
the Work^i tha-cJs a perfect Body attenuated. 

& £ Th d 
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The Fj? Hogue and Conclufion of the JVork . 

T Herefore from the above premifed, the 
Things are manifeft in which the Verity 
of the Work. is nigh ; and we have confidered 
Things perfe<fting this Work^ by our true lnve fil- 
iation^ with certain Experience , whereby we are 
allured , That al| the Words are true, which are 
now fby us only) written in our Volumns > ac- 
cording as we found by Experiment and Rea- 
fon , related in the fame : But thole Things 
which by our. Experience we have operated, 
feen with our Eyes , and handled with our 
Hands , We have writ in the. S**? of the Per- 
fection of Our ATagiflery. Therefore, let the Sa- 
pient Artificer ftudioufly penile Otir Rooky, col- 
lecting Our dilperled Intention \ which We 
havedeferibed in divers places, : that We might' 
not expole it to Malignant and Ignorant Aden $ 
and let him prove his Collection • even unto 
Knowledge , Studying and Experimenting with 
the Inft ancs of Ingeniotes Labour , ti lHie come to 
an intire Underftanding of the whole. Let the 
Artificer exercife himfelf , and find out this 
now ( in great Love ) propofed IVay of Inve- 
fiigation , by Oar Confederation 5 and alfo ac- 
quire a plenary ICn?\i ledge of the Verity of the 
perfecting ar.d corrupting Adattcr and Form. 
For We in Our J true ft igat ion , have confidered 

the 
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the A Fatter and Form of Perfe<5t Bodies (from 
the Radix of their Commixtion , unto their 
Compleatment ) to be pure without any luper- 
venient Corruption. We have alfo, in a con- 
trary Senfe , confidered the Subfeance of Bodies 
imperfect and perfe<5t , to be one every where. 
Viz.. ^Argentzfi've and Sulphur 5 which are pure 
and clean before their Commixtion ; And by 
this Confederation , through Our own Exercife , 
We found the Corruption of imperfect Bodies , 
accidentally to have accefs * and that this gave 
a new and corrupted Form : For when We 
have feen imperfect Bodies by Our Experience 
and Ingenuity, prepared and cleanfed from all 
fiiperfluous Corruption and Fugitive ZJnclednnefs 9 
deliberate and terreftrial , We found them of 
greater Clearnefs and Bright nefes, or Purity, than 
Bodies naturally perfeeft , not prepared* By 
which Confederation We came to the perfect 
and compleat end of this Science , which We 
have perfttftly delcribed in Our Books. There- 
fore be Studious in them , and you will find 
Our whole Science , which We have, abbrevi- 
ated out of the Books of the Ancients. 

The end cf this Jnuefl igat i on. 

C 3 GEBEH 
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G E B E R, 

I he Famous Arabian Prince 
and Philofopher, 

Of the Sum of 

5 perfection , 

OR, OF THE 

PERFECT MjgiSTEFl 

Two Books. 


The Firft Book. 


The PREFACE, Touching the Way of 
'Defending this ART, and of thofe 
that are fit DI SC1PLES. 

O Ur whole Science of Chymiflry , which, 1 
with a divers Compilation, out of* the 
Books of the Ancients , We have ab- 
breviated. in our Volumes $ Wfe here 
recjuce into one Sum. And what in other Books 
written by Us is diminiflied, that We have fufii— 

ciently 
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ciently made up,in the Writing of this Our Book j 
and fupplied the DefeSl of them very briefly. 
And what was abfeonded by Us in one Part,that 
We have made manifeft in the fame Part,in this 
our Volume 5 that the Compleatment of fb Excel- 
lent and Noble a Part of Philofophy , may be 
apparent to the Wife. 

Therefore, Moft dear Son , know, that in 
this Work, the whole Operation of Cur Art is 
fufficiently contained in General Heads^ with 
vxiXJniverfal Dilcourfe , without any Diminu- 
tion. And he , who fhal! operate according to 
this Book* he fliall ( through God) with Joy 
find , that he is come to the true end of this Art. 
But you muft alio know, that he , who in him- 
felf knows not Natural Principles , is very re- 
mote from our Art 5 becaufe he hath not a true 
Root , whereon to found his intention. And he, 
who knows his Natural Principles , and_ all 
Caufes of Minerals , yet hath not acquired 
the true End and Proficiency of this Art 5 hath 
a more eafie Acccfs to the Principles of this 
\Art , than he who is ignorant in his Intention 
of the Method of his Work * and is but a lit- 
tle remote from the Entrance of Art. But he 
who knows the Principles of all firings^ and the 
Caufes of Minerals , and the Way of Genera- 
tion ; which confifts, according to the Intend 
tion of Nature , is indeed but a very little 
Ihort of the Compleatment of the Work ; with- 
out which our Science cannot be perfect : be-' 
caufe Art cannot imitate Nature in all Works , 
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but imitates her as exactly as it can; Ther<^ 
fore moft dear Son, We di (cover a Secret tq 
you, Piz*. That Artificers err e in this, namely, 
That they delire to imitate Nature in all JDifi. 
ferehees of the Properties of A Elion. Wherefore 
labour ftudioufly in Our Volumes, and endea- 
vour to ponder them very often in your Mind, 
that you may acquire the tru«r Intention of Our 
Words i becaufe in them you may find whereon 
to eftablifh your own Mind , and by them 
know how to efcape Errors , and in what you 
may be able to imitate Nature in the Artifice 
of your Work^ 


t The r Di*viJion of this Fir/I Book into 
Four Farts . 

i . . , « 

T 7 /r/? , We intend briefly to fet down all Im- 
pediments by which the -Artificer is im- 
peded in his Work ,* , that he cannot reach to 
the true End : Alio, in thisP^r* we will fpeak 
of the Conditions ; of the Operator of this Art. 

Secondly , We will dilpute againft the Igno- 
rant and Sophifiers , who by reafon of their 
own Ignorance and ZJ mkilfulnefs in their Search 
after the Magifiery , and the Proficiency of this 
Art , damn the -Art it felf , and contend that 
it hath ho being, oris not. But in this part 
IWe let down all their Reafons , and afterward 
fiiof f evi4^ntly confute the fame 5 fo that it 

wilf 
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will be fufficiently evident to Wile Men, that 
heir Sophifmes are void of Iruth. 

Thirdly , We intend to Dilcourfe of Natural 
Principles, that are according to the Intention 
of Nature 5 and in that Part We treat of the 
Way of Generation and Mixtion of them each 
with other, in the Work of Nature , and of 
their Zj fells , according to the Opinion of Anr 
cient Philofophers . 

Fourthly , We wilf demonftrate the Princi- 
ples , wi ich are according to the Intention of 
this Our Work > in which We are able to imi- 
tate Nature , and the way of mixing and alte^ 
ring, congruous to Nature, with its Caufes , tq 
be reduced to the Intent of Our Works 


The Firfl Part of this Firfl Book, treat* 
ing of the Impediments which hinder 
the Artifts from attaining to the true 
End of this Art. 


CHAP. I. 

The f &izsiJ?of! of Impediments. 

He Impediments incident to this Work, are 
generally two , viz,. Natural Impotency , 
nd Eefelb of Neceffary Expence , or Occupations 

and 
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and bah ours. Yet We fay, Natural Impotency is 
.Manifold $ viz*. Partly from the Organs of thcj 
Artifi, and partly from his Soul. From the Or- 
gan of the Artificer , it is a Ho manifold ; for ei- 
ther the Organ is weak , or wholly corrupted 
And it is manifold from the Impotencies of the 
Soul } either becaufe the Soul is perverted in the 
'Organ (. having nothing of ReSlitude , or Re af on in 
It felf) as the Soul of a Mad infatuate Man 5 or 
becaufe it is Fantaflical, unduly fufceptive of 
the Contrary of Forms, and fuddenly extenfive 
from one Thing knowable, to its oppofit, and 
from one Will to its oppofit likewife. 


C H A P. II. 

Of the Impediments of this Work, from 
the fPart of the Body of the Artificer . 

W E have already generally determined the 
Impediments of this Work^i but now in 
this Chapter \ We fpeak in a more fpecial man- 
ner , and more plainly declare to you all 
thofe Impediments moft fully, yet with brevity* 
Therefore We fay, if any Man have not his 
Organs compleat , he cannot by himfelf come 
to the Compleatment of this WorJ$ 5 no more 
than if he were Blind or wanted his Limbs j 
becaufe he is not helped by the Members'. 
by meditation of which, as miniftring to Na- 
ture Q 
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\ure, this Art is perfected. And if the Body of 
the Artificer he weak, fickly, and feaverifh 5 or 
like the Bodies of Leprous per fons, whole Mem 
hers fail 5 or of Men at the laft point of Life , or 
worn out with decrepit old Age 5 he cannot 
attain to the Compleatment of the Art. There- 
fore the Artift is hindered in his Intention* by 
thefe Natural Impotencies of the Body. 


CHAP. III. 

of the Impediments fir cm the part of 
the Artzfis Soul 

W E premifed one Chapter, in which we 
absolutely and manifeftly declared the 
Impediments depending on the part of the Bo- 
dy of the' Artificer 1 It now remains, that 
we briefly declare the Impediments from the 
fart of his Soul % which moltly hinder the com-, 
pleatment of this Work. Therefore, we fay, 
he that hath not a Natural Ingenuity , and Soul , 
fearching and fubtily fcrutinizing Natural Prin- 
ciples, the Fundamentals of Nature Artifices 

which can follow Nature , in the properties of 
her Albion , cannot find the true Radix of this 
pioft precious Science . As there are many who 
have a ftiff Neck. , void of Ingenuity in every 
perfcrutation 5 and who can fcarcely under- 
stand Common Speech , and likewife with diffi- 
culty learn Works vulgarly Common. Befides 

thefe. 
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thefe, we alfo find many who have a Soul 
eafily opinionating every P hantafie 3 but what 
they believe they have found true, is all Phan • 
taflic deviating from Reafon , full of 
and remote from Natural Principles : Becaufe 
their Brain > repleat with many Fumojities, 
cannot receive* the true Intention of Natural 
Things. There are alfo, befdes thefe, others 
who have a movable, from Opinion to 
Opinions , and from rFi// to m/A ; as thofe, who 
fuddenly believe a Thing, and will the fame, 
without any Ground at all of Reafon 5 but a 
little afrer that, another Thing - and do like*- 
wife believe another, and will another. And 
thefe are fb changeable,that they can fcarcely 
accompfifh the leaftof that they intend 5 buf 
rather leave it defe< 5 tive. There are likewife 
Others , who cannot lee any Truth in Na- 
tural Things no more than Beafis 5 as if they 
were Witlefs , Alad-men and Children . There 
are Others alfb who contemn the Science, and 
think it not to be 5 whom in like manner this 
Science contemns, and repels them from the 
End of this moft precious Work. And there 
are Some, who are Slaves , loving Money % 
who do affirm this to be an admirable Science ; 
but are are afraid to interpofit the Necejfary 
Charges . Therefore, although they approve 
it, and according to Reafon leek the fame, yet 
to the Experience of the Worl^ they attain not 
through Govetoufnefs of Money * Therefore, 
this Our Science comes not to them. For how 

" ■* - • . ■ * *. 1 ; _ * 

can 
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:&ii he who is ignorant, or negligent in the 
[earch of Science 7 attain eafily to it ? 


I CHAP. IV. 

Y)f External Impediments bin dring tie 
I Work cf this Art. 

\\7 E* have to two Heads reduced all Isn - 
V V pediments retarding the End of this 
Art i which all are from Radical Principles 
according to the Natnre of the Artificer of 
:his moft precious Bujinfis. Therefore, it con- 
:erns Us now at length to declare the Im - 
lediments externally fupervenient, and happen- 
ng by Chances and Qaf unities , by which, this 
noft Glorious Workjis hindered. We fee foine 
ubtii and ingenious Aicn, skilled in the Work / 
)f Nature, and, as far as is poffible, follow- 
ers of her, in her Principles and Works 3 in 
vhom alfb is an Inveftigation not Phantafticl ^ , 
n all Things beneath the Lunar Circle , that 
ire regulated by; the Alai.ws and ABions of 
tiature : Yet thefe, opprefTcd with extream 
Poverty , and lying under a Difpenfation of 
ndigency, . are compelled - to po ftp-one or negr* 
ed: this Excellent Magiftcry. There are many 
Others befidcs the 'abovefaid Curious Men , 
letained by the various Cares and Solicit ud-s 
rf* this World 7 occupying themfelves wholly 
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in Secular Bufinefs 5 from whom this our pre 
clous Science withdraws her felf. 

Now, from the premifed Heads , 3 tis fuff ci 
ently manifeft what are the Impediments hk 
dring Men from this Art. 


CHAP. V. 

The Co7icluJion of this Firft Fart^ con 
t dining the Qualifications of the Ar 
tifeer . 

T Herefore, from what is abovefaid , w 
conclude, that the Artificer of this Wot 
ought to be well skilled, and perfe<ft in th 
Sciences of Natural Philofophy : becaufe, hoT 
much Money foever he hath , and althougi 
he be endowed with a naturally profoum 
Wit and Defire in this Artifice, yet he canno 
attain his End , unlefs he hath by Learnh 
acquired Natural Philofopby . Fqr the defe<! 
of that which is not acquired by" Natural In 
penalty, muft be fupplied by Learning. There 
fore the Artificer muft be helped by molt deef 
Search 9 and Natural / nduflry. For, by realbi 
of his Learning only , how much foever o 
Science he hath acquired , unlefs he be alfc 
helped by Natural 1 nduflry 7 he will not be in- 
vited to fb precious a Banquet. By his In 
dufitjy he muft amend his Errour in the pointj 
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to which he will be ignorant how to apply 
a Remedy , if he rely only upon his Learnings 
fo likewife, he may remedy his Errour in the 
Pointy from his Knowledg acquired by Natu- 
ral Learnings which by Induftry only he can- 
not avoid , becaufe Art is helped by Ingenu- 
ity^ and Ingenuity by Art likewife. 

Alfo it is neceftary for him to be of a con- 
ftant Will in his Wor that he may not pre- 
fume to attempt this now, and that another 
time : becaufe our Art confifts not, nor is 
perfected in a Multitude of ‘Things. For there 
is one Stone , one Medicine , in which the Ma~ 
giftery confifts, to which we add not any ex- 
traneous Thing , nor remove we ought 5 ex- 
cept that in Preparation we take away Super- 
fluities. 

Alfo he muft be diligent in the Work ^ , per- 
fifting to the final Confummation thereof, that 
he leave not off obruptly , becaufe he can 
acquire neither Knowledge nor Profit from 
a diminifhed Work ^ 5 but fhall rather reap X><?- 
fperation agd Dammage. Ic is alfo expedient 
he fhoukf know the Principles and Principal 
Radix es of this Art , which are effential to 
the Work.: becaufe, he that is ignorant of the 


Beginnings , cannot find the j End. And we fhew 
you all thole Principles in a Difcourfe com- 
pleat, and fufficientiy clear and manifeft to 
wife Men, according to the exigency of this 
our Art. It is likewife expedient, the Artlfb 
(hould be temperate and flow to Anger , leaft 

he 
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he fiiddenly ( through the force of Rage ) 
fpoii and deftroy his Works begun. ^ 

Likewife alfo , he riiuft keep his Adoney , 
and not prefumptuoufly diftribut^ it vainly, 
leaft he happen not to find the in - and be 
left in Adifery , and in the S^eCper at ion of Pu'— 
*vcrty i or at leaft, when ( by his L/ hgent 
Endeavour) he is come near ro the E‘?d of 
his Adagiftery^ his Adoney being ail ipenr. he 
be forced to leave the j End (ni her robe Man 
its he is) uncom plea ted; For they : who in 
the Beginning prodigally wafte their whole 
Trcafurc,- when they draw nigh to the End , 
have not wherewith to Labour. Whence fuch 
Men are iwofoldly overwhelmed with Grief, 
viz*, becaufe they fpent their Adoney in Things 
unprofitable, and becaufe they loie the molt 
noble Science which they were in queft of. 
For you need not to confiime your Goodsj 
feeing you may come to the compleatmeiit 
Of the Adagijtery for a fmall price, if you be 
not ignorant of the I rinciples of ulrt> and 
rightly underftand what we have declared to 
i r ou; -Therefore, if you wafte your Adoney, 
not minding our Admonitions, plain and ma- 
iiifeft, written in this Little Book , inveigh 
hot again ft Us 5 but impure what you fuffer 
to your own Ignorance and Prefumption, For 
this Science agrees not well with a Adan poor 
and indigent, but is rather inimical and ad- 
verfe to him. 

Nor fhould the *Artift endeavour to find 

the 
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the Sophiflical end of his Work. > but be intent 
on the true Complsatment only 5 becaufe our 
.Art is referved in the Divine Will of Gpd, and 
is given- to, or with-held from, whom he will; 
who is Glorious , Sublime , and full of aft < fu~ 
fiice and Goodmfs. And y>erhaps, for the pu- 
nifhment of your Sophiftical Work* he denies 
yoLUthe ^ 4 rt? and lamentably thrufts you in- 
to the By-Path of Error , and from your Er- 
ror into perpetual Infelicity and Adifery: be- 
caufe he is moft miferable and unhappy, 
to whom ( after the End of his Work and 
Labour) GOD denies the fight of Truth. 
For filch a Adan is conftituted in perpetual 
Labour , befet with all Adisfortune and Infeli- 
city 9 lofeth the Confolation > foy-, and iDclight 
-©fybis whole T ‘ime y and confumes his Life in 
Grief without, Profit. Like-wife, the Ar- 
tift, when he* (hall be in his Work-> fhould 
fbhdy to imprefs in his Admd , all Signs that 
appear, in every \DecoHion 7 and to fearchout 
their Caufes . 

Thefe are the Things neceffary for a n ^dr r 
tificer fit for our ^drt 5 but if any of thefb 
Wehave declared be wanting in hitn, he fhould 
not approach to our adrt % 


D 
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The Secbnd Part of this Fir ft Bbbk: 
in which are related the Reafons of 
Men denying this Art^ which are af- 
terward confuted. 


A General c 2Di e ui/ion of the 'Following . 

H Aving already in one Sur n of this lit- 
tle Book. comprifed all the Impediment 
of this Work. > and given you a JDottrine fuf- 
ficient for the Adherency of this .Art : it is 
now expedient, according to the Intention 
of our Purpofe , to difpute againft Sophia 
fters and Ignotant Men. Firft^ fetting down 
their Reafons according as we prorrtifed .We 
would do from the Beginning . Eafily , We 
enervate all thofe Reafons fo , as it fhall be 
evident to the Wife i that they contain No- 
thing of Truth in them . 


* C H A P* I. 

The true Reafons of Men /imply deny • 
it:g this Art, 

'T'Here are divers who deny and Annihilate 
this Art, Some (imply, others only fup- 

p ofm 
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pofmg it to be. For Some, fimply affirming 
this Art not to be, Sophift.cally ftrengtheii 
their Argument , thus : They fay* there are di- 
ftindt Species and Diverfitie s of Things , becaufe 
the Proport ions , in Commix ti on of Elements 
each with other, are divers and diftindt. For 
an Afs is divers in Species from a Man 5 be- 
caufe, in his Comp ofit ion y he had a more di- 
vers Proportion of Elements. So alfb it is in 
all other Eiverjities of Things , therefore in 
Minerals . Wherefore the Proportion of Things 
Mixable (by which is acquired the Form and 
PerfePlion of .the Thing ) being unknown, how 
can we know both the and to form 

what is to be mixed ? But we are ignorant 
of the true Proportion of the Elements of the 
Sol and Euna^ therefore we m'u ft be ignorant 
how to form them, 

- In like manner , they alfb othervvife argue, 
condemning our Magiftery , For fay they, al- 
though you fhould know the Proportion of 
Elements , yet the way of mixing them toge- 
ther you know riot; becaufe Nature Procre- 
ates thefe in Caverns , in Minesy and in hidden 
Places % therefore, feeing you know not the 
Way ( or Afethod ) of their Mixtion , you are 
alfo ignorant how to make them. In like 
fort, again they argue: Although you fhould 
duly know this, yet in the ASt ion, oP Mixtion 
you under ftand not how to equalize the A- 
gent Reai t by mediation of which the Thing 
ts fo perfected . For Nature hath a certain 

D x /Quantity 
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Quantity of Heat, by which fhe brings Ade- 
tals to a Beings the meafure of which you 
know not. Even fo aifo you know not the 
Differences of the Hgent Caufes of Nature 
without which. Nature cannot truly perfe<ft 
her Intent . Therefore, thefe being unknown* 
the whole Adethod of performing this udrt^ 
will be unknown likewife. 

Further, they bring you Reafon and Expe- 
dience : This Science (fay they) hath been fo 
long fought by wife Adon, that if it were 
pofiible to attain to it any way, they would 
a thoufand times, before now 7 , have been Ada- 
fiefs of it. Likewife alfo, feeing Philofophers 
feem to treat of it in their Volumes, yet in 
them we find no Truth'. *cis manifeft and 
probable enough by this, that this Science is 
not. So likewife, many Princes and Kings of 
this World, having infinite Treafure, and abun- 
dance of Philofophers , have defired to attain 
to this Science, yet could never reach to the 
Fruit of this moft precious J4rt. This is a 
fufficient Argument’, that the Hrt is frivolous 
in its probation. Likewife , even in weak 
Adixtions of Species, we cannot follow Na^ 
ture. For we know not how to form an 
-Afs, and other like Things, the Adixtions of 
which are weak, and manifeft (as it were) 
to the Senfes. Wherefore alio. We muff needs 
be much more ignorant, how to form the 
Adixtion of Adetals, which is moft Itrong 5 
and which is aifo wholly hid from our Senfes 
< and 
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and Experiences . The Sign of which is the 
difficulty of Rffoiutions of Elcfftents from 
them. 

So aifo, We fee no Oxe transformed into 
a Goat , nor any one Species tran firm ted in- 
to another, or by any other Artifice fo redu" 
ced. Therefore, feeing Adetals differ in them— 
felves, can you transform one into anorher, 
according to its Specie s, or of filch a Species 
make flich a Species ? This fee ms to us fuffi- 
ciently abfurd, and remote from the Verity 
of Natural Principles . For, Nature perfects 
Adetals in a thoufand Pears 5 but how can you 
in your Hrtifice of Transmutation, live a thou- 
fand years, feeing you are fcareiy able to ex- 
tend your Life to an Hundred.* Yet? if to 
this, it be thus anfwered,What Nature cannot 
perfe<ft in a very long lpace of time, that 
we compleat in a fliort foace by our -Arti — 
fee \ For -Art can in many Things flipply the 
DejeCh of Nature . We fhy again. That this 
aifo is impofTible, efpecially in Adetals 5 fee- 
ing they are moft fubtil Fumes which heed 
temperate D ecoftion, that the proper Humidi- 
ty \n them may, according to Equality, be 
Iff p iff ate (or Thic kned ) and not fly from 
them, and leave thofe Bodies deprived of all 
Humidity , by which* they receive Contufion , 
or Comprejfion and Extenfion . Therefore, if 
you will hv your -Artifice abbreviate the Time 
Of Decoftion of Nature , in Admerals and Ale- 
tallick^ Bodies , you mud needs do this by Ex- 
' £* 3 cef§ 
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ccQ of Heat 1 which which will not ade- 
quate, but rather diflipate and deftroy the 
Humidity , diffolving it from their Bodies . For 
* Temperate Heat only is Spiffed ye of Humidity , 
^nd Perfective of Aiixtion % not Heat exceeding. 

So like wile, the Being arid Perfection are 
given from the Stars , as the firft Pcrficients y 
moving the Nature of Generation and Corrupt 
tion, to the Being and not Being of Species . 
!But this is done fuddenly, and in an iriftant, 
when one or more Stars , by their Motions, 
come t6 a determinate Site in the Firmament \ 
by which the Being of Perfection is given : for 
' every One thing acquires to it felf a Beings 
in a moment, from a certain Site of the Stars . 
And there is not only one Site , but many, 
and divers each from other, as the EjfeCts of 
them are divers. And We cannot know the 
Diyerfty and DiftinClion of thefe each from o- 
f her j becaufe to Us they are unknown and 
infinite. How then will you fupply the De- 
fect in your Work^* being ignorant of the 
Diyerfty of Sites of the Stars? according to 
the Motion of them? And admit you did 
know the cerrain Site of one or more Stars, 
by which Perfection is given to Acetals , yet 
you could not perfect your Work. according 
to your Intent . For there is no Preparation 
of any VVor/^ , for receiving Form by Artifice, 
in an inftant, but fueceflive. Therefore Form 
cannot be given to the Wor k., -the Preparation 
being, not made in an 

? ; : ‘ Like- 
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Likewife alfo, in Things Natural? this is 
the Order , viz,, that it is eafier to deftroy them 
than make them. But we can fcarcely deftroy 
Gold , how then can We prefume to Fabricate 
the fame? 

Therefore, by reafon of thefe Sophiftical 
Reafons, and others lefs apparent than thefe, 
they conceit they can deftroy this Divine 
jirt . AH thefe are the Perfwafions of So -- 
phiftcrsy fimply denying the Hrt to be. But 
the Reafons of thofe who deny Hrt from Sup- 
pofition , I will fee down in the Subfequent, to- 
gether with the Refutations of them. Yethenifce 
We pafs to the Refutation of the Reafons here 
Pofited'. firft premifing our true Intention , in 
order to the Compleatment of the Work. 


CHAP. II. 

That it is not foffihle? nor ought to he 
fupfofed y that Art can imitate Na- 
ture in all ^Differences of T^roferties 
of Action . And certain Inflrudizotts 
touching the Principles of Metals . 

'J'Herefore We fay, the Principles , about which 
Nature imploys her udSHons? are of a moil 
hard and molt ftrong Compaction : and they 
#re Sulphur and Hrgentvive ? as fome Philofo- 

D 4 pherz 
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p/jers fay. Wherefore, being of a moft hard Uniform Sub fiance of the Principles of Natural 
and moft ftrong dompojit/on , they are al fo of For if Refolution of the fupemuoiis Humidity 
moft difficult Refolution 5 but this is, that In r from them, ffiould fuddenly be made (feeing 
ipijfation ( br Thichning) and Induration f 61 the Humid differs not fromthe Dry , . by rea- 
Hardning ) of them each with other, may be fbriof the ftrong Adixtion , which they have^ 
lh fuch wife made, that they may fuffer Con - the Humidity of the Aftxtion would be refolved 
Xtujion and Extenfion , by Malleable Compuljion , with the Dryncfs , and fo the whole vanifh into 
and not be broken. By this, no other thing Fume-, nor could the Humidity be feperated from 
is meant, than that in Comntixtion of them the Dryncfs in Refolution, by reafon of the ftrong 
each with other, their F'fco us Humidity is pre- Union which .they have each with other. ^ 
ferved by Succeffive Deception in the Adine, Of thisWe fee a manifeft Experiment^ in Sub- 
Therefore moft Dear Sow, We give~ you this li&ation of Spirits $ for when in them is made 
&kncrdl Rule y that Infpijfation of any Hu- a fiidden Refolution oy Sublimation , the Humid is 

nudity cannot be made, unlefs fir ft > witli not feparated from the Dry y nor the Dry from 
the Humidity be made an Exaltation of the the Humid , being divided into all the Parts 
Parts moftfubtil; and alio with theTam e Hu- of their Adixtion-^ but their whole Subfiance Or- 
midity , Confervation of the Parts more Grofs feends , or little of the Adixture is dinolvea. 
(if the Humid in Commixtion exceed the Dry) Therefore the fiicceflive diuturnal and equal 
and a true Adixtion of the Dry and Humid \ Ref luticn of the fubtile fumous Humidity , is 
that the Humidity may be con tempered by the Gaufe of the Infpijfation of Aletals - But 
the Dryncfs , and the Drynefs by the Humidi - this Infpijfation We cannot alfo make after this 
ty y and both become one S ubflance y Horrioge- manner 5 therefore in this We cannot follow 
neal in its Parts y temperate between hard and Nature y for We cannot imitate Nature in all 
fbft, and extenfive in C ontufion. But this is Differences of Properties of Wherefore 

not done, unlefs by Diuturnal Adixtion of the Our Intention is not to follow Nature in the 
vifeous Huinidity , and fubtile Earthinefs y Principles , nor in the Proportion of vnxx^bieE- 
through their Teaft parts , until the Humid laments , nor in the manner of mixing them 
become the fame with the Dry , and the each with other 3 nor in the equation of m- 
Dry with the Humid. And th£ Refolution of fpifla^ing ( or thickningj Heat : all thele 
fuch 3 fubtil Hapjur , is not fuddenly made, Things being tolls impoffible and wholly un- 
but very leifiirety , and in r thoulands. of Known. Therefore it now remains, that We 
Pears j and that therefore, becaufe it is the let about refuting the afore-mentioned Reafons 
? "b ' Uniform '* 4 °f 
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\A Confutation of the Rea fons of Men 
Jintfly denying Art, 

^ £Uy We kuow not the Proportion of 
Elements y and way of Mining of them each 
with other , alfo the Equation of Heat infpifTa- 
ttng Metals ; and many other Caufes and con- 
sequent Occidents of the Actions of Nature • 
We grant the fame. Yet by rea fon of this they 
clo not enervate Our Oivine Science , becaufe 
they are Things We are neither willing nor a- 
ble to know, any more than they can reach 
to Our Work But We aflume to Our felves 
another Principle , and another Method of Ge- 
neration of Metals , in which We are able to 
follow Nature . 

If * he y ra Y P hilofophers and Princes of this 
defired this Science and could 
not find it , We anfwer , They lie. For fbme 
Princes ( though few ) and especially the win- 
- ***** and wife Men found in Our Time , have 
Y? !? tnanifeft} by their Ind,uftry , found out 
this Science $ but would never by Word or Wri- 
ting difeover the fame to fuch Men , becaufe 
they are unworthy of it. Therefore They 

not 
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not feeing any topoffefs this Science , conceive 
an Error in their Minds y and thence judge v 
that none have found it. 

Further, if they phantaftically argue* affirm- 
ing pur Impotency , that we cannot imitate Na- 
ture even in weak Mixtions , as in the Mixtion 
of an w&fs or Oxe 5 therefore not in the ltrong 
We anfwer , detecting their manifold Error , 
that there is no necefTity , from their Way of 
arguing, for Us to grant that our wirt is not s 
becaufe they ftrengthen their Error and Phan - 
tafie , from a Eike, or from a Greater to a Left, 
in which is not contained Necejfity , but Contin- 
gency $ as in many things. This alfo we fhew,by 
another way, demonftrating, that theyaffign 
no apparent Similitude between a weak Comix- 
tion of Animals , and the firm and ftrong Com- 
pofition of Minerals . For in uinimals * and other 
“Living Things , in which the Compojition is weak ? 
there is not a perficient Proportion , nor Mifci- 
bles of Proportion , nor Qualities of MfciBles , nor 
a Commixtion , which follows from the Acti- 
on and PafTion of thofe Things each with other, 
which is from the Aggregation of thofe firlt 
Qualities 5 but there is ( according to the Opi- 
nion of Many} a Soul t which is from the Occult 
Recejfes of Nature , as from a Quintejfence , or 
from the firft Mover. And of this alfo we fpeak, 
according to the Opinion of many , and know 
not the Secret thereof. Therefore * we cannot 
perform fuch Things as thefe, although in them 
\s a weak Mixtion * becaufe we know not hovy 
' 'to 
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to infufe the Perfective , which is the Soul. Yet 
hence it follows , that the Oefedt in us , that 
we cannot compound or make an Oxe 7 or a Goat 
is not from the Part of the Aiixtionjout through 
defed of Infufion of the Soul z becaufe, as, we 
know how to make a weak and more weak 
Compofiticn y fo we alfo know how to make the 
ilrong and more ftrong 5 imitating the Way 
and Courfe of JSFa ture according to our Hrti^cei 
In ATetals is leffer Perfection than in Animals ; 
and the Perfection of them confifts more in Pro- 
portion and Composition^ than in any thing elfe* 
Therefore, feeing in them is lefs Perfection^ than 
in the other now mentioned j we can the more 
freely perfe< 5 b thefe , but the other not fo. For 
the mo ft High and Glorious G O D hath diftii^ 
guifhed Perfections each from other , in many 
Forms. And t ho fe Things, in which the Compos 
Jition ( which is according to Nature ) was weak, 
are by GQD indued with greater and more noble 
1 Perfection^ vig,. that, which is according to the 
*$oul ; and other things ,by him made, of a more 
firrtiand more ftrong Comp.:ftion 7 as Stones' and 
Adi-ncrals , are indued with a Iefter rod more 
ignoble Perfection , viz,, that which is from 
the \V ay aCATixtion. Therefore, hence *tis evi- 
dent , that the Similit ude of thefe Aden is not 
good: for we are not ignorant how to form 
an Oxe 7 ora Goat* in refpecfb of the Con%pofition y 
but of the Perfective Form. Becaufe Perfection 
in an Oxe , or in a Goaty is more noble and more 
pcculc,than the Perfection conftfting in a AdetaL 

But 
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' But if they otherwife argue. That Species is 
ibt changed into Species 5 we again fay. They 
)e y as they are more accuftomed, than to 
(peak trulv of thefe Things : for Species is chang- 
ed into Speciesjn this manner y viz*. when the Indi- 
vidual of one Species is changed into the Individual 
of another. We fee a Worm, both naturally,and 
by natural Artifice, to be turned into a I 7 //*, 
which differs from it in Species 5 and a Calft 
(Irangled , to be rurned into Bees ; Wheat 
nto Darnel 5 and a Dog ftrangled , \ntoWormes 5 
by the putrefaction of Ebullition. Yet vvedondc 
this, but Nature , to whom we adminifter , 
loth the fame. Likewife alfo, we alter not Ade- 
als , but Nature 5 for whom , acording to 
Art , we prepare that Natter : for fhe by her 
felf a<fts,not we 5 yet we are her Idminiftrators P 
And if they by another Reafbn thus argue, 
and ftrengthen their own Sophiflicate Opinion^ 
faying : Nature perfects Adetais in thoufands of 
jears , but you cannot extend your Life fo long. 1 
We fay , that Nature acting on her own Vrin-^ 
ciples ( according to the Opinion of P hilofopher s') 
perfects them in Thoufands of Tears % but be- 
caufe We cannot follow thole Principles * 
therefore, whether Nature perfetffcs thefe' in la 
Thoufand Tears , or in more or fewer, or iri 
a moment , their P erfwafeon determines iio t m 
That We cannot imitate Nature m her Vrin 
ciples. We have already in the precedent Ne- 
gative D if courfe fufficiently abbreviated , "de- 
clared, and in a more compieat Speech , in the 

Subfequent 


Subfcquent will demon ft rate .* Yet according t< 
the Opinion of fbrne Wife and Difcerning 
Nature fiiddenly perfects her intended Work , ; 
viz*, in one Day , or in a fhorter Time . Al- 

though this fhould be true , yet We cannot i- 
initate Nature in the Principles, as We have fuf 
ficiently proved * as a Thing moft nianifeft 
Therefore the remainder of this Argumen 
We confefs , granting the whole to be certain 
iy true. 

And if they fay from the Site of one a 
more Stars , Perfection is given to 2 ldetals s 
which Site We know not. To this We anfvrer, 
We have no neceftity to know this Site, becaufc 
it is not a Species of Things Generable and Cor- 
ruptible , but ftom the Individuals of it is made 
Generation and Corruption of fomething, every 
day.; whence it is evident that theS*r<? of Stan 
is. every day the Perfective and Corruptive of 
one or other Species of Individuals . Therefore it 
is not neceffary toexpe<ft the Site of Stars, ye 
it would be profitable j but it is Sufficient for 
Nature only to difpofe; for fhe her felf being 
Wife , difpofeth her Work^ by the convenient 
Sites of moveable Bodies : Yea , Nature can- 
not perform her own Notion without the AIo 
tion and Site of Things moveable. Therefore if 
you. difpefe the .Artifice of Nature , and con- 
sider whatfoever fhali fall in from the Contin- 
gents of this Afagiftery , the tVi will bedul] 
perfected by Nature , under a due S its con 
vetiienc for it , without any previous Confider 
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tion thereof.’' For when We fee a Worm deduced 
to a Being from a , or other putrefiable 
Animal , We do not immediately confider the 
Site of the Stars , but the D fpofitions of the 
furrounding Air , and other Caufes (befides 
that) perfeeftive Of Putrefaction . From ftich a 
Confederation We fufficiently know , IVonns to 
sbe produced into a Being , according to Na- 
ture 5 for Nature finds out. a Site convenient . 
for her felf, although unknown by Us. 

AFfb , If they fay Perfection i«s given in an 
Inftant , and Our Preparation is>not made in an 
Inftant : And hence conclude. That Our Afa- 
giftery cannot be compleated by Artifice 5 
therefore the Art is not : We fay their Heads 
•are fatuate and void of Humane Re afon , and 
they themfelves more like to Beafis than Men 5 
for they conclude from OP remifes , having no 
^Affinity with that which is related. 

-*■. Therefore this way of arguing ( An Afsruns, 
’ergo . Thou art a Goat) figniftes as much as 
theirs. And that fpr this Reafon , Although 
Preparation be not made in -ah Inftant , yetthat 
-hinders not, but that the Form or Perfection . 
'may be given, in an Inftant to the Natter 
'-prepared 5 for Preparation is not Perfection, but 
sa cifpofing to receive the Form. 

- Moreover , If they fay that it is eafier to 
-deftroy N a turdl Thing s t ha n to make them by 
* Artifice , arid that we can foarcely deftroy 
^Gold, and thence conclude it to be impofliblc 
*&q make the fame- We anfwer. That fb fay- 
‘ ing 
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mg they conclude not of a neceffity, by which 
■We are compelled to' grant Gold cannot t>e 
made: For feeing it is difficultly deiiroyed , 
and more difficultly made 5 . but is not im- 
poffible that it may be made ( of which dif- 
ficulty We affign this Reafon , viz.. Becaufo 
it hgtha ftrong CompefitiGn, it muft needs have 
a more difficult ReJ olutio n , and therefore is 
difficultly deftroyed 5 ) yet hence they think 
the ConftruEiion' or Making of it impoffible; 
becaule they know not its Artificial DefiruEhon^ 
according to-tlie Courfe of Nature. Perhaps 
they have by Tryd proved it to be of alrrorig 
' Compofit ion % but of how ftrong a Compofition 
have not tryed. Thus moft dear S^k, We have 
prefen ted to you, and refuted, the P hantafiei 
of Sophifiers . ' 

Therefore now *tis expedient We fhould, 
according to Our P romife, pals to thofe Things 
that are to be determined, touching the Rea- 
fons of Men denying the Art , from Thingi 
given, or on Suppofition.- Which being duly ex- 
amined , We fhali then come to determine, 
thofe Things, which are Principles of the In- 
tention of Nature \ the EJfe nee of which W* 
fhali more- fufficiently difeourfe of in 
following : But after that Determination., We 
' fhali alfo (peak of thofe Things' that are. the 
Principles of Ouf Magifiery. Yet in treating of 
the Firfi , We make an univhrfal., but in the 
following a lingular Difeourfe of every one of 
the Principles . But now for the prefent We firft 

betake 
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retake Our Selves to the Reafon s of Alendeny- 
ng the Art , from Things given * and their 
Refutations. 




CHAP. IV. 


i'vers Opinions of thofe zvhb fippofe 
the j4rt to be* 


VV* find very many I\Tsn with adiverfe 
■ • Intention , fuppofing this Art. Some 
indeed affirm that this Art and M agifiery is to 
be found in Spirits , but others in Bodies $ fbme 
in Salts , A Homes , Nitres , and -Bor aces , but 
others in all Vegetable Things . And among all 
the aforefaid , fome partly "well and partly ill, 
others altogether evil, judging of this Divine 
Magiftery 9 commit, that their Judgment to 
P ofterity. Yet from the multiplicities of their 
Errors, We have gathered the Truth , and this 
hath happened to Us , with difficult and la- 
borious conjectural Warinefs , and long and 
tedious Experience , with the Interpolation of 
great Charges ; for their Error hath very often 
difturbed the Difpofition of Our Alind and Rea- 
(on , and almoft inferred Defpsration . Be they 
therefore blafphemed to Eternity , becaufe 
they have lefc to their Voflcrity Biafphemics and 
a C urfe , and by their Error brought the fame 
oil Men Philofophifing , For they lefr not be- 

E hind 


indthem after their Heat h, V'etityjhnt a JDiab§ 
Wjufisgatiou rather j and I ffiall be accurft 
", 1 Corred: not the Errors of thofe Men, am 
ach the Truth in this Science , which thi 
•iru o aire rather requires : Foe this Maeifter 
needs not a Speech occult, nor wholly mam 
felt. Iherefore We fhall treat of it in fuel 
Wor rf as ma y not be hid from the Wife , bu 
to Men Of mean Capacity it Will be moll pro 
round , and Fools fhall be abfblutely debarr 1 
from Entrance therein. Which We intend her 
in one and the fame Dfcourfe. 

But returning to Our Purpo/e , We 1 
That thofe who polite this ^4rt in Spirits ar 
manifoldly divers. Some affirm. That th 
Stone of P btlofophers mull necefiarily be mad 
of airgeutvive ; others of Sulphur and of ^in 
wck^xn affinity to it, others of Marchafite 
rome of Tutta and M agnejia, and not a fe wo 
aalarmemac. And of thofe who fay it is in Bo 
dies, Ibme will have it in Lead , others in e 
very of the other Bldies : fo likewife fomeii 
‘ ome ln Gems-, others in the Diverlitit 
of Salts , aMonses , JVitrc-s , and Bor aces s an 
fome in every kind of Vegetables : And ever 
one of thele Suppofers is adverfe to the other 
according to his Supposition : and being adverfi 
to theft , he believes himftlf to be fimpl 
adverft to the sirs. And for the moll part 
find either of theft Setts void of Reafon. 
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CHAP. V. 

Of the Rea fons of Men deity in g the jirt 
fugpofed in Sulphur. 

Come fuppofing to find this Art in Sulphur 
imploy their whole Labour in Sulphur, and 
being ignqjrant of the P crfcChon of the 'Prepa- 
ration, they leave the Preparation it felf un- 
Compleat $ for they conceic that Cleanjitig and 
Purifying only wilt be a Preparation of Perfecti- 
on, But this is done by Sublimation, therefore 
brought to their Intention , as they think 5 be- 
Caufe they judge tha t Sublimation only in •Sul- 
phur is the Perfection of its Preparation 5 and 
likewife in its Compeer , *uiz>, Arfnick^ , they 
are induced to the like Judgment* Therefore 
coming to Projection, which is with Intention of 
Alteration , they fee that to be burned and va- 
nifh , and not long to abide in Bodies , and 
thofe Bodies to be left more unclean than they 
were before Projection of their Matter upon 
them. Now feeing this JDclufdn in the Ccm- 
fleatment of their Wor and that in a long time, 
whereas before they concluded in their Admds^ 
that this Science was to be found in Sulphur 
only 5 but now having not therein found 
it , they argue it is irtapofTible to find it in an 
other Thing 1 wherefore, being not found in 

E 2 this 
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this or that, they conclude *tis no where to 
be found. 

The Confutation of the precedent Reasons. 

Hpo thefe We briefly a nfwer and fay, that in 
this they underhand little,and are left Wife $ 
hecaufe they fuppofe Sulphur only to fc>e the 
Adatter of Our Stone . If this their Suppojition 
were true , yet in the way of Preparation they 
are deceived 5 becaufe they conceit* Sublimate 
on only to befiifficient : For they are likp to 
a Child , who from his fir ft: Nativity, unto Old 
utge , is fhut up within an Houfe , not think- 
ing the Latitude of the World to be extended be- 
yond the Latitude of his Houfe , or beyond 
what he can with his Eyes fee in the Houfe . 
So they, having not imployed their Labour in 
many Stones , could not difcern from which 
Our Af-dicine fhould be extracted , and from 
which not 5 from which alfo abftaining, they 
might fpare an abundant Labour of their Hands . 
Therefore, what Labour would be perfedlive, 
or not perfedlive , they are defervedly igno- 
rant. But why was their Work defedlive? We 
fay , becaufe they left the burning Property 
and Flight in the Sulphur 5 both which do not 
Only not perfedt , but alfo diffipate and de~ 
Itroy. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP- VI. 

of the Reafons of Men denying the jirt 
fuppofed in Arfhick, and their Refuta- 
tion . 

B lit others judging this Stone mu ft neceflari- 
ly be found in the fame, and in itsCow- 
peer , u4rfnick^y and more profoundly intent on 
the Confummatian of the Work_ y do not only 
by a Sublimation cleanffc the burning Sulpbureity , 
but alfo endeavour to remove the Terrejlreitj, 
leaving the Plight (ox Kolatility) in it, Thefe 
in like manner, coming to Projettajn 9 find a 
Delujion in it 5 becaufe their Afedicine ad her e$ 
-not ftably in thofe very Bodies^ but fucce-fli ve- 
iy, and by little and little vanifheth, leaving fuch 
a BadjL f in its former Condition. Hence thefe 
alio, condemning argue like the former 5 

and to them We anfwer, as We did to the 
Firflr, affirming the jit* % and that We know* 
it to be, becaufe We have feen £nd touched 
the Verity thereof 
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C H AP. VII. 

The Reasons of Men denying Art (itppo* 
fed in Sulphur, Argentvive, Tucia, 
Magnefia , Marchafite, and Salarxrio- 
niac , 'zznth their Re ejutation. 

£^Ther fame more profoundly fee into the 
War$^, and cleanfe their Subjects , taking 
away both "Flight and ddujti&n\ and they make 
it fiixt and earthy, having no good Fuji on in 
Fie at of Fire , but a vitrificatory Fuji on only $ 
Whence-, in Projection it cannot mix withl?^ 
dies. Therefore they alfo argue, as the firft, 
and to thefe We anfwer, as to the firft : Be- 
er aufe they left their Worky mperfedt, not know- 
ing how to compleat it. For the Ingrefs , 
which is the Ultimate P erfeCtvvc , th ey knew 
' hoi: how to ^arch out. - ” 

’’ In all other Spirits like wife, is the fame way 
of Preparation , except that in ^4 trgentvive and 
Tutids, We ! are excufed from greater Labour , 
than Remotion of their ^Adufiion $ for thefe have 
not an aduftible and inftemable Sulphureity , 
but only Vt vlatility. But M^agnejid s y and Mar -* 
bhajites , have every kind of Sulphureity (Mar- 
thajite more, and M agnejia lefs) yet all have 
Flight or Volatility , ^Argentvive more, and Sal- 
inrntoniac lefs 5 but Sulphur yet lefs than its 
r; '' fZomp ee r : 
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Qompeer : and fourthly , Marchajite lefs than itj 
fifthly, M agnejia lefs than that • and laftly, Tu- 
tia leaft oF all. But either of thefe partaking 
more or lefs of Volatility , fbme Experiment at or s y 
by reafbn of this F light , have been vehement- 
ly deceived in the Operations of their P repara- 
tions , and in their Projections likewife. There- 
fore thefe alfb argue and condemn the u 4 rt , 
as others, fiippofing it in Sulphury and to 
thefe We anfwer , as to thofe fuppofing it in 
Sulphur. 


C H A P. VIII. 

The Reafens of JFlen . denying the jirt 
feippofed in Spirifsj to he fixed to- 
gether 'with Bodies ; and then* Re- 
futation. 

£ 

'J-'Here are Others alfb endeavouring to fix 
Spirits in Bodies , without any other pre- Y 
cedent Preparation : but Delujion perplexing 
them, hath on them likewife brought Sadnefs 
and Defparation ; and they are compelled 
thence to believe, that this Science is not 5 
and confcquently to argue againft it. . For 
|it is a Caufe of "Dijturbance and Incredulity in 
them, that in the Fujion of Bodies , they lofe 
their Spirits , which cannot adhere to the 
feme Bodies j , but fUe from the *dfperity 
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<>f the Fire, the Bodies only remaining therdn 
in : bqpaufe they cannot bear the PreflTureoi 
the Fire’s Violence, by reafon of Volatility^ 
which is not removed from them. Likewifei 
Delufion fbmetimes happens, becaufe with 
thoffe Spirits , Bodies do alfo fly away j and this 
is, when the not- fixed Spirits infeparably aidr 
here to Bodies in their Profundity becaufe 
the Sum of the Volatile overcomes the Sum 
ofthe Fixed. Whence alfo they likewifei 
as the firft, argue , and we to them likewife, 
as to the firft, anfwer. Therefore this turns 
wholly to their Reproach . 

Sons of Learning , if you would convert 
Bodies , then ( Wd fay) if it be poflible to 
effedt this by ahy Matter, it muft neccflarily 
be done by Spirits ; but it is not poflible that 
thefe Spirits not fixed fhould profitably ad- 
~ here to- Bodies 3 for they fly away, and leave 
them unclean. Nor can thefe Spirits , being 
fixed, poflibly have Ingrefs , when they 
, tire made Earth , 'which flows hot. And whert 
fuch Spirits included in Bodies appear fixed, 
yet they are not * but either recede from them* 
they remaining, or both take their flight to+ 
gether. Therefore, feeing in a Matter more 
nigh, it is by no means poflible to find out 
this Art, in a Matter more remote it cannot 
be found. Ergo, fay they. Vis no where found 
To thefe. our Anfwer is this, Whatfoever isj 
■knowable in rhis .Art they do not throughly I 
fenoiyy- therefore do they not throughly find I 

• t . r. ■ . OUtl 
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put what is , or; may be operated with itv 
^Therefore, the following Deficiency of their 
yfork. is the effedb' of their own Rajhnefs . 


C H A P. IX. 

The Reasons of Men denying the .Art fhp- 
\po\ed in Bodies , and fir ft in White 
Lead, 'that is , Tin or Jupiter, an4 
their Confutation m 

COme polite the Art in Bodies , but when 
■ they come to the Work^. it fe If, they are 
deluded 5 judging either Lead , viz,, the Livid > 
and White (not pure in Whitenefs ) to be much 
eflirnilated and approximate to the Nature of 
Sol and Luna $ the Livid is indeed much ap- 
proximate to Sol, but to Luna little 5 and the 
Whits much to Luna , but little to Sol, There- 
fore fome of thefe Mew conceiting Tin or Ju- 
f iter to be much like to Luna or Silver (dif- 
fering only in the harlh found , foftnefs , and 
very fwift Liquefaction') believing it eafily melt- 
ed , by reafon of the fuperfluity of its Humi- 
\dity $ and loft, by reafon of th e Fugitive Sub- 
fiance of Argentyssve. in it , reliding -in the P arts 
poflefling that :harfh Sound 5 they Calcine 
f the fa me, keeping it in fuch a Fire as it can 
bear, until it be White in its Calx, which they 
afterward attempting to reduce, could not 5 
. .• • • ' • therefore 
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therefore judged it impoffibfe to be efFe&edi 
And fome of thefe could reduce fomewhai 
from it , and found the fame;harfh found, 
foftnefs , and eafie Liquefaction in that, as be- 
ft>re. Therefore they believed this impofliblc 
by this way , and fo were induced to Incre - 
dulitj ; thinking the \Art of hardning it, not 
poffible to be found out* But fome of thefe 
Calcined Tin, and reduced it $ and again, re- 
moving the Scoria thereof, with greater force 
of fire calcined and reduced it 5 and fo by often 
reiterating that, Wort^, they found their Ttn 
hardned , and without that harfh found : 
Out becaufe they had not wholly taken away 
the fwiftnefs of its Liquefaction, their Mind 
erred , and they judged it a thing not poffible 
to attai n to that. Wherefore of thefe, others 
alio, willing to procure hardnefs to it, and 
a Retardation of Liquefaction , with the ^id- 
miniftrAtim of hard Bodies , have fallen into* 
Delufion , and believed, that it would break 
whatfoever hard Bodies was mixed with it { 
and that in this Work^ no Preparation could 
help them. Therefore when they could neither 
prepare fit with hard Bodies , nor with Fire \ 
they excufed chemfelves for being fo long de- 
layed in finding out the airt, becaufe they be- 
lieyed it impoflible : and earoeftly arguing a- 
gainft tlie Art , pofitivefy affirmed it not to 
be. Befides thefe ^ fome others adding many 
Medicaments, fa W them making' no' Mutation 
nor agreeing with their Tin , but rather cori 

rupting 
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ipting the fame, and acting contrary to 
heir Furpofe^ therefore they caft away their 
took* , retorted their Heads , and affirmed 
Ihis True and Divine Art to be frivolous, 
herefore thefe Men We anfwer, with Our 
rlt anfwer* 


CHAP. X. 


% 


e Reafons of Men denying the Art faf- 
fufed in Black Lead or S*aturn. 


‘He fame JDelufion they al(b find in Black 
Lead , or Saturn 5 except only that it 
>reaks not Bodies , and is fooner reduced to a 
lalx than Jupiter. Yet nsLi'v id Colour they can- 
>t remove, becaufe they are ignorantrof that 5 
therefore they cannot whiten, with good Z>^/- 
y at ion 5 nor could they e ver, by their F hunt a - 
fo ftably afiociate it with ftabfy Bodies , 
)Ut that it would by ftrong L xprejfi on of Fir e 9 
recede from the Commixtion . And indeed Lead 
loth exceedingly deceive, them ( fuppofing 
in the Preparation thereof much is fited, and 
that this Science can be found in none, but fc) 
?caufe , after two Reductions from its Calx ^ 
receives no further Hardning , but rather 
greater Softnefs , than it had at firft 5 apd in 
fcher Fifferengies likewife, they fee it not 
lended. Therefore when they , thinking in 

it 
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CHAT. XII. 

Hfo Red\ons of Mtn denying the jfrt 
pofedy in the Mixtion of Hard Bodies 
with Soft y and of Rerfect Bodies *with 
the Imperfect. 

• 

^Thers, more intimately and profoundly 
fearching, have thought and been per- 
vraded, they could find out a way of caufing 
lard Bodies united with Soft, firmly to endure, 
irid Imperfedt Bodies united with the Perfecffc, to 
reduced to Perfection j and that generally 
they would be tranfmuted each into other, ana 
tranfmute L with firm tranfrnutation. There- 
fore they would find out the Affinity and Si- 
militude of them, both by Medicines^ and by 
the Adminiftra.tion of Fire , attenuating the 
Grofs j as Venus and Aiars> and iafpifiating the 
Subtile 5 as is Jupiter , and its like. And fbme 
of them, believing they could compieat this 
Adminiftration , were deluded in the Corn- 
mixtion of thefe Hard Bodies , with the Soft, 
either becaufe the one made the other alto- 
gether frangible 5 or elfe the Soft was not at 
all altered by the Hard, or the Hard in no wife 
altered by the Soft. Thus they, not finding 
out the Conveniencjy did therefore deny the 
Art to be, 

CHAP. 



CHAP. XIII. 

The Reasons of Men denying the Art 
fuj>J?ofed , in Extraction of the Soul } 
or in the Regiment of Fire . 

J^liT Others* yet more intimately and more 
profoundly inlpeCting, would alter iWwi 
with Extraction of their Soul , and with the 
Extracted So tit all other things likewise. Yet 
the Experience of thofe Men co Id not read 
to that , but they were deluded in their in- 
tention j and accordingly judged the ^irt not 
poflible to be found out* And Others, en 
deavouring to perfect Bodies by Fire only, 
were deluded in their Opinion $ becaufe they 
knew not how to attain to that. And thefe ac 
cordingly think the Art not to be. AH Which 

we anfw6r, as the firft. 
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be made in Bodies^ by Gems and Glafs $ be- , 
caufe, what hath not Ingrefs^ alters not. But 
indeed, neither Glafs nor Gems have Inorefs 
therefore alter not. And when they endea- 
voured to unite the Glafs with them ( which 
is difficult to be done ^ they milled of Their 
Purpofe 5 becaufe they made their bodies alfo y 
Glafs: and by realbn of this, they concluded 
this Error to fall upon the whole Art y and 
lb argue that it is not. To whom we an- 
they opei ated not in due j there- 

fore unduly determining, they cannot but con- 
demn this Art according to their own Er- 
rors . 


i 


CHAP. XIV. 

1th e Rem *ons of Men denying the Art fuf 

. j P°fe“* tn Glafs and Gems y and theii 
Refutation , <j 

HpH E Y who polite this Art in Glafs an! 
Gems 9 have found, that Alteration car>notj 


CHAP. X V. 

TheReafons of Men de tying the Art fup- 
jpofed in Middle Minerals 9 or Vege- 
tables^ or m the Commixtion cf any 
other Things, 

T H / rC ar ^ ° t}iers > luppofing the Art to he 
found in Salts and Alilonis a JSTitrzs and 
Boraxes-, who may indeed in thefe make Try- 
w, but (as we judgj not find it in them. 
{Therefore, although they fhou.'d, by their 
| 'Experience, find feme finall ZJtility of Tranf- 
•mutation^'/i. by DiiTblving, Coagulating, and 
^ - CoaCting; 
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Coadlirigi ^et that doth not enervate th x&Di'vittd 
u4rt y which is both neceffary and known; 
Neverthelefs, jt is poffible, that in all thefe 
Things they may find fome alteration ; but 
that is very remote, and exceeding Laborious; 
and in all other Growing Things , it is proved 
to be more Laborious to iuch Suppofers. 

Therefore they, who poffeft this ^Art in all 
Vegetables , do indeed determine what is poffible, 
but not to them 5 who fhall firft fail in their 
Labour , before the Work^ laboured can poffi- 
bly be perfected. Wherefore , if fuch Men 
find not the .Art by their Labours, it mu ft not 
be argued, that the ^4rt cannot by any La- 
bours be found out. Ail the before-menti- 
oned Erroneous Perfons determined one Mat- 
ter of theirs" to be the only Matter , and fup- 
pofed there was no o.her Matter befides 
that 5 and thefe how do indeed condemn all 
the other. * 

But there are many Others, and thole al- 
raoft infinite. Who ignorantly, and withdut 
knowiedg, make a Cornpofition of all, or of 
fome of thefe Things, in a diverfe Proporti- 
on 5 and their Error is extended even to In- 
.finity y according to the Infinite Diverfity of 
the Proportion of things mixable, and the 
Infinite Di'vsrfivy of mifcible ^Matters. And 
in both thefe Infinities they infinitely err 5 fbme- 
‘f imes through Super aboundance? and fometimes 
through. Diminution : yet in thefe. Correction 
is poffible. And we, without prolixity, or re- 
el ioulhefo 
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ioufhefs of Words , refolve to infill upon thefe 
itfinities , where we briefly treat of the ZJni- 
\erfal Science , by which they will be able evi- 
lently to amend the Infinity of their Errors ~ 
; nd correct them. But at this time, we mu ft 
irft difcufs Natural Principles according to 
heir Caufes ( as we told you before) and by 
Commemoration of them. 


he Third Part of tins Firft Book ; Of 
Natural Principles, and their EfFedt. 


CHAP. L 

If the Natural 'Principles of Metalick 
Bodies , according to the Opinion of . 
the yhicictiis . 

7 E now fignifie to you , that (according 
VV to the Opinion of the dlmicnts , who 
rere of our Sett , ftudious of ^Art) Natural 
Principles in the Work^ of Nature are, a Fetent * 
'pint , and Eivinr Water ^ which is alfb named 
)ry Water Thefe We grant , and thus define 
he Fetent Spirit. It is white in Occulto , and 
ted and Black; of either fide, in the Magifiery 
ifithis JVork^i but, in Manifefto , of either fide, 
fending to Rednefs . Therefore, in a brief, 
d • • T and 
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and alfb a (imply compleat i and fiifEcien 
Speech, We declare the Generation * and wa 
of Generation of each of thefe. Yet We mu 
lo far enlarge andr dilate our Difcourfe , as t( 
deliver a peculiar Chapter of each lingular N& 
fptral Principle* In general We now fay, tha 
every one of thefe is of a moft ftrong Cm 
pojition , and'uniform Subfiance ; and that, be 
caufe the Earthy parts in them , are throug! 
their leaf! particles united with the u4ii] 
Watery , and Firy 5 fo that in Refolution no on 
of them can be feparated , but each with a 
and every one is diflolved , by reafon of th 
ftrong Union , which they have each witho 
ther, in their leaft particles ; and that leifure 
ly, in the Mineral Bowels of the Earth , b 
Heat condenfed, multiplied , and (accordin 
to the due Courfe of Nature} equalized toth 
Exigency of their EJfence , according to the 0 
pinion of certain Ancient Philosophers . 


C H A P. I I. 

Of ' the Natural ‘Principles of Met ah 
according to the Opinion of Modet 
^Phzlo fephers , and of the* Author. 

JJlIt others fay otherwife , That Argentm 
in : its Nature was not the Principle , bu 
altered , and converted into its Earth , art 

Sulpk 


s 
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Sulphur Iikewife altered and changed into 
Earth . * Whence they fay, that in the Intenti- 
on of Nature , the Principle was other, than a 
foetent Spirit , and fugitive Spirit . And the Rea- 
fon, that moved them hereunto, was this, viz.. 
becaufe , in the Silver Alines , or in the Mines 
bf other Metals , they found not any thing 
that is u4rgentvii/s in its Nature , or any thing 
that is Sulphur Iikewife ; but they found each 
of them feparated in its proper Mine , in its 
own Nature. And they alfo affirm this for an- 
other Reafon , viz. becaufe there is no tran- 
sition ( as they fay ) from Contrary to Contra- 
ry -> unlefs by a Middle D if pojition.. Therefore, 
feeing it fo is, they are compelled to cohfefs 
and believe that there is no Tranfitioh (or 
Pailing ) from the Softnefs of Argentviv e 9 to 
the hardnefs of any Metal , unlefs by a 
P if pojition , which is between the Hard- 
heis and Softnefs of them. But in the 
Mines they find not any thing, in which this 
Middle Dif pojition may be falved 5 therefore 
they are compelled hence to believe, that Ar- 
gentvive and Sulphur , in their Nature , are not 
the Principles according to the Intention of Na- 
ture : but another Thing, which follows from 
the Alteration of their Ejfences,jp the Root of 
Nature , into an Earthy Subjlance. And this 
is the Way , by which each of them is turned 
into an Earthy Nature i and from thefe two 
Earthy Natures , a moft thin Fume is refblved, 
by Heat multiplied in the Bowels of the Earthy 

F a a nd 
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and this implicate Fume is the immediate Mat- 
ter of Metals. 

This Fume, when it fhall beDecofted by the 
temperate Heat qf the Mine, is converted in- 
to the Nature of a certain Barth 5 therefore 
it receives a certain Fixation , which after- 
ward the Water f flowing through the Bow- 
els of the Min era , and Spongiofity of the 
* Earth ) diflolves, and is uniformly united to 
it, with a natural and firm 'Union. There- 
fore^fb opining , they thus laid. That the 
'Water, flowing through the Paffages of the 
Earthy “finds a ’ Suhffiance diffolvible from the 
Suhfiance of the Earth in the Bowels thereof, 
and diflolves the fame, and is uniformly with 
it united, until .’tfHe Subfiance alfo of the Earth 
in t he Mines is diflolved , and the flowing 
diffblving Water and it become one with Na- 
tural Union. And to fuch a Mixtion come 
all the. Element s y according to a due natural 
Prtoporticn t and are mixed through their leaft 
Farts , until they' make an Uniform Mixtion'i 
And this Mixtion , by fucceffwe DecoSt ion in the 
Mine , is thickned, hardned, and made a 
tal. And indeed, thefe Men, although they 
be nigh the 'Truths yet they do not conje- 
cture the veny Truthv 
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CHAP. III. 

The c Di*rzJion of what are to he (foken, 
touching the Three Trinci^les, viz. 
Sulphur, Arfenick , and ArgentyiveV 

N O W, having flnifhed our Univerfal Dif- 
courfe of the Natural Principles of Me^ 
tals ; it remains, that we here give a peculiar 
Chapter to each one of the Principles. „ There- 
fore, feeing they are Three, viz-. Sulphury ^Lrfe- 
nickj and u4rgentvive 5 the hr ft fhall be of Sul- 
phury the fecondof uirfcnick^y and the third of 
Argentvi'ue. Afterward, of every of the Mc-r 
tals, which are the Effects of thefe Principles, 
we give a peculiar Chapter, according to what 
it is from the Work^ of Nature . This being 
done, we, defcending to thofe Things which 
^re the^Fundamentals of this Magifiery y and to 
their Operations ,will aflign the Caufes of all thefe, 


CHAP. I y. 

Of Sulphur. 

V 

'J*HerefQre we fay, that Sulphur is a fatnefs 
of the Earthy by temperate Deco ft ion in 
jhe Mine of the Earth thickned , until it be 

F 3 " hardned 
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hardned and made dry 5 and when it is hard- 
n£d, it is called Sulphur . Indeed Sulphur hath 
an Hp'mogeneal and molt ftrong Compofition , 
and is of an 'Uniform Suhfiance in its natural 
parts, becaufe it is Homogeneal . Therefore, 
its Oyl is not taken from it, as from other things 
Slaving Oyl by Difiillation. Wherefore they, 
who ftrive to calcine it, not lofing any thing 
pf the Suhfiance of that with which it fhould 
be cured, do labour in vain ; becaufe it can- 
not be calcined, utjlefs by great Indufiry , and 
With loft of much of the Suhfiance thereof. 
For pf an hundred j Parts, you fhall foarcely 
refbfve three to your felf after Calcination, 
JLikewife, it cannot be fixed, unlefs it be fir ft 
Calcined 5 yet it may be mixed, and its flight 
in fome meafure retarded, and its Aduftion 
repreffed 5 jand being commixed, may more 
eafily be calcined. Therefore, he who en- 
deavours to extract our Work^ from it, by 
preparing it by it felf, he fhall not obtain 
his end * becaufe it muft be per fed: ed with 
Adixtion , and without that the Adagifterj 
would be prolonged even to Defperation . Yet 
With its Compeer a Tin&ure is made, and ic 
gives compleat Weight to every of the Adetals , 
and, cleanfeth and illuftrates them : and it is 



perfected with our Adagifiery, without which 
it performs none of thefe things, but rather 
corrupts and blackens. Therefore life it not 
Without this Adagiftery. ' 

Alfoj he who in Preparation knows how 

•' to 
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to commix, and unite it amicably with Bodies, 
knows one of the Greatefi Secrets of Nature , 
and one way of PerfeEtion : for there are ma- 
ny Ways to one EffeEl, and one Intent. And 
whatfbever Body is calcined with it, undoubt- 
edly receives weight ; yea. Copper from it aG* 
fumes the Effigies of Sol. Alfb Adercury is af- 
fociated with it, and by Sublimation becomes 
Vfifar C or Cinnahar .) Laftly, All Bodies , ex- 
cept Sol and Jupiter, are eafily calcined with 
it 5 but Sol moft difficultly- And .Argenivive 
is not coagulated with it into Gold or Silver 
( in which is profit ) by a mean Artifice, as 
fome fatuate P hilofophers have thought. And 
further we fay, that whatloever Bodies have 
lefs Humidity , they are more eafily calcined 
by Sulphur , than thole which have much. 
Through the moft High G O D, it illuminates 
every Body ; becaufe it is Eight , ^4llom, , and 
TinElure^ Aifo, it is moft difficultly diffolved, 
becaufe it hath not falfuginous, but oleginous 
Parts , which are not eafily diffolved into Wa- 
ter. But what are eafily, or difficultly difibl- 
ved into Water, we fhall plainly enough de- 
monftrate in the Chapter of Solution . It is 
indeed fiiblimed, becaufe it is Spirit . And if 
it be mixed with Venus, and united to it, it 
becomes a wonderful Violet Colour . With 
Adercury alfo it may be mixed, and of them 
is made by Decodtion a Celefiial and Delight- 
ful Colour : Yet, let no Man think that Sulphur 
can by it felf compleat the Work^oi *dilcbimy. 

F 4 For 
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For it would be no left than Vanity to thinfc 
this, as we fhall very fufficiently prove in the 
following. But let the Grofs and Lucid be cho- 
fen. Thefe may fuffice to be fpoken of Sul- 
fh*r . ; 


CHAP. V, 

f 

Of Arfenicfc. 

I T now remains that we at prefen t (peakol 
Arfenick. We fay it is of a fubtile Matter^ 
a hd like to Sulphur 3 therefore it needs not be 
btherwife defined than Sulphur. But it is di- 
yerfified from Sulphur in this, 'viz., becaufe it 
is eafily a TinSlure of Whitenefs , but of Rednefs 
molt difficultly : and Sulphur , of Whitenefs moll 
difficultly: but of Rednefs Eafily. Of Sulphur 
'and Arfenick^thcre is a twofold Kind, viz. Ci- 
trine and Red , which are profitable to this .Art j 
but the many other Kinds not fo. Arfenicl is 
fixed as Sulphur 3 but the Sublimation of either 
is beft from the CWat of Metals. Yet Sulphur 
and Arfenick^ are not the perfective Matter 
of this Work. • for they are not compleat to 
Perfection 5 yet they may be an help to Perfe- 
ction in the Cafe. But the Lucid and Scaly, 
and Sciffile mult be taken. ' 

CHAB. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Of Argentvive, or Mercury. 

A Rgentvive , which alfo is called Mercury 
by the Ancient s, is a vifcous Water in 
the Bowels of the Earth , by moft tempe- 
rate Heat united, in a total 'Union through its 
leaft parts, with the fubftance of white fubtile 
Earthy until the Humid be contempered by the 
Dry, and the Dry by the Humid , equally. 
Therefore it eafily runs upon a plain Super- 
fries., by reafon of its Watery Humidity 5 but 
it adheres not, although it hath a vifcous Hu- 
midity , by reafon of the Drynefs of that which 
con tern perates it, and permits it not to adhere. 
It is alfo ( as fome fay ) the Matter of Metals 
with Sulphur . And it eafily adheres to three Mi- 
nerals, viz*, to Saturn , and Jupiter , and So/, 
but to Luna more difficultly. To Venus more; 
difficultly than to Luna $ but to Mars in no 
wife , unlefs by Artifice. Therefore hence 
you may collect % a very great Secret. For it 
is amicable, and pleafing to Metals , and the 
Medium of conjoyning Tinfiures 3 and nothing 
js lubmerged in Argentvive , unleft it be SoL 
Yet Jupiter "Sind Saturn , Luna and Venus , are 
diffolved by it, and mixed 5 and without ir, 
hone of the Metals can be gilded. It is fix** 
and it is a Tincture of Rednefs of mofi 

exuberant 
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exuberant RefePHon y and fulgid Splendor % and 
then it recedes not Tram the Commixtion , un- 
til it is in its own Nature. Yet it is not our 
Medicine in its Nature ; but it can fometimes 
likewife help in the Cafe . 



CHAP. VI L 

Of the EjfeEls of the Principles of 
Nature y which are Metallick Bodies. 

now /peak of Metallick. Bodies, which 
are the Ejfefts of thefe Principles of Na- 
ture* Thefe are Six in number, viz.. Gold, Sil- 
ver ^ Lead y 71 n, Copper , and Iron. Therefore 
we fay, a Metal is a Mineral fufible Body , ex- 
fenfible with all Dimenjions- under the Hammer. 
But a Metal is ('as we'fayd^ of a denfe Suk' 
fiance , and of moft ftrong and firm Compofiti - 
<cw. And Metals have great affinity each with 
jbther, yet the perfect perfe<fts not the dimi- 
ni ftied , by its Commixtion. For if Gold be mix- 
ed in fufion with Lead, this head becomes not 
Gold, but vanifheth from the Mixtion , and 
is burnt ; the Gold in the mean while ftands 
the Tryal. So likewife, in inftancing the other, 
it falls according to the Common Courfe. But, 
according to our Alagifiery, the PerfeEt helps 
the Imperfect 5 and the ImperfeEb , in our Ma- 
$ fiery, by it (elf is Perfected, without theAd^ 
L ~-’" ' ; miniftration 
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miniftration of any Extraneous Thing. And 
through GOD , they alter each other, and are 
altered 3 and they per fed: each other, and are 
perfe&ed : and one only by it felf is perfected 
without the help of another. 


CHAP. VII L 
Of Sol, or Gold. 

T^T E have already given you, in a General 
™ * Chapter, the Sum of the Intention of 
Metals 5 and here we now intend to make a 
fpecial Declaration of each one. And firft of 
Gold. We fay. Gold is a Metallick^ Body, Citrine , 
ponderous, mute, |iilgid, equally digefted in 
the Bowels of the Earthy and very long wafh- 
ed with Mineral Water $ under the Hammer 
extenfible , fufible, and fuftaining the Tryal 
of the Cupel , and Cement . According to this 
Definition, you may conclude, that nothing 
i$ true Gold , unlefs it hath all the Caufes and 
Differencies of the Definition of Gold . Yet, 
Whatfoever Metal is radically Citrine, and 
brings to Equality , and cleanfeth , it makes 
Gold of every kind of Metals. Therefore, wq 
confidcr by the Worki of Nature , and difeern, 
that Copper may be changed into Gold by udr- 
tifice. For we fee in Copper Mines , a certain 
Water which flows out, and carries with it 

. . \ ... • m •»’ 
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thin Scales of .Copper 9 which ( by a continual 
and long continued Courfe ) it wafheth and 
cleanfeth. But after fuch Water ceafeth to 
fow, we find thefe thin Scales with the dry 
Sanely in three years time to be digefted with 
the Heat of the Sun; and among thefe Scales 
the purelh Gold is found. Therefore, We v ;udg, 
thofe Scales were cleanfed by the benefit of 
the Water, but were equally digefted by heat 
of the Sun , in the prynefis of the Sand , and fo 
brought to Equality* Wherefore, imitating 
Mature, as far as we can, we like wife alter j 
yet in this we cannot follow Mature* 

Alfo Gold is of Adetals the molt precious, 
and it is the Lmflure of Rednefis $ becaufe it 
tingeth and transforms every Body* It is cal- 
cined and diffolved without profit, and is a 
Jidedicins rejoycing, and confer ving the Body 
in Touth. It is moft eafily broken with Met- 
curjr y and by the Odour of Lead * There is not 
any Body that in a (ft more agrees with it ig 
Sab fiance than fupiter and Luna : but in Weight , 
T>eafene[s % and Put refeibil ity, Saturn , ill Colout 
V'enus 5 in Potency indeed V~enus is more next 
Luna than fupiter, and then Saturn : but laftly 
ALars. And this one of the Secrets of Mature 
^ikewife Spirits are commixed with it, and by 
it fixed, but not without very great Ingenuity^ 
comes not to an Artificer of a ftiif neck. 
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C H A P. I X. 

% 

Of Luna, or Silver. 

J-|Aving prenlifed the Chapter of Sol , We 
come now to fipeak of Luna , by a com- 
mon name called Silver. Therefore, We fay* 
Silver is a Adetallick^ Body , White with pure 
Wfutenefs, Clean, Hard, Sounding, very du- 
rable in the Cupel, extenfible under the Ham- 
mer , and fufible. And it is the Linfhure of 
Whitencfs , and hardens Lin by Hrti^ce, and 
converts it to it felf ; and it is mixed with Sol , 
and breaks not; but in the Examination it per- 
feveres not without ^Artifice. He who knowA 
how more to fiubtiliate it, and after fubtilia- 
tion, to infpiffate and fix it aflbctated with 
Gold} it remains with it in the Tcfi , and wiM 
in no wife forfake it* Being put over the fume 
of acute Things, as of V'megar, S alarm oniac % <&c- 
it will be of a wonderful Cclcfiine Colour* And 
i,t is a noble Body , but wants of the JSLobiliiy 
of Gold} and its Admcra is found determi- 
nate : but it often hath a Ad mer a confuted 
with other Bodies , and that Silver is not 
noble. It is likemte difiolved , and calcined 
with great Labour, and no Profit. 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. X. 

Of Saturn,* or Lead. 

CK JLead we likewife treat , and fay. Leal 
is a Metallic!^ Body * livid earthy, pon- 
derous, mute, partaking of a little Whitenef 
with much palenefs, refufing the Cineritium and 
Cement * eafily in all its dimensions with fmalf 
Comprejfion extenfible, and readily fufible, with- 
out Ignition. Yet fome foolifh Men conceit, 
and fay, that Lead in its own Nature is much 
approximated to Gold. But becaufe they are 
ltiff-necked, and void of all Reafon , they can- 
^ot conceive of the Truth of Things moft 
fubtiie, as it is in it felf^ but judg of thern 
according to Senfe . And becaufe they fee it 
ponderous, and mute, and not to putrifie 
they believe it to be much nigh in Proper- 
ty to Soli but this is wholly erroneous ; as 
fey the following fhall be by us manifeftly 
proved at large. Alio Lie ad hath much of 
Earthy Snbftatice* therefore it is wafhecf, 
and by a Lavament turned into Tin , Hence it 
, * s manifeft that Tin. is more affimilated to the 
TerfeCt. Lead is in like manner burnt, and 
made Minium 5 and it is put over the Vo? 
pours of PTnegar, and made Cerufs . And af 
though it is not much approximate to Per- 
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feBtion* yet bf it, by our \Artifice* we ealify 
make Silver ; and it keeps not its proper 
weight in Transmutation* but is changed into 
a new weight : All this it acquires in our 
Magiftery. Lead alfo is the Tryal of Silver 
in the Cupel* the Caufes of which We give. 


CHAP. XI. 


Of Jupiter, or Tin. 


*T*Herefore, not omitting to difcourfe of Ju- 
•** piter , We fignifie to the Sons a? Learning? 
that Tm is a Metallic ^ Body* white, not pure, 
livid, and founding little, partaking of little 
Earthinefs 5 polfeffing in its Root Harjhnefs 
Softnefs , and fwiftnefs of Liquefaction* without 
Ignition , and not abiding the Cupel , or Ce- 
ment* but Extenfible under the Hammer . There- 
fore, Jupiter* among Bodies diminifhed from 
Perfection * is in the Radix of its Nature of 
Affinity to the more Perfedt, viz .. to Sol and 
Luna 5 more to Luna* but lefs to Sol 9 as fhall 
be clearly declared in the following. Jupiter? 
becaufe it receives much Whitencfs^ from the 
Radix of its Generation , therefore it whitens 
all Bodies not White 5 yet its vice is, that it 
breaks every B°dy* but Saturn , and moft pure 
Sol. And Jupiter adheres much to Sol and 
Tuna* and therefore doth not eafily recede 

from 
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fVbm them, by Ex amen ( or Frydl of Cupel . ) 
In the magijhery of this *Art, it receives a 
Finfture of Rednefs , and that fhines in it with 
ineftirnable Brightnefs . It is hardned and clean-, 
Ifed more eafily than Sat uni ^ And he who 
knows how to take away its Vice of break- 
ing, will fuddenly reap the fruit of his La- 
bour with joy. For it agrees with Sol and 
Ennary and will never be feparated from them. 


CHAP. XII. 
r Of Venus, or Copper. 

O H R intended Difcourfe now is of Venus + 
or Copper . It is a metallic!^ Body t livid, 
partaking of a dusky Rednefs ignible ( or 
fuftaining Ignition) fufible^ extenfible under the 
Hammer y but refilling the Cupel, and Cement. 
Therefore Venus, f as is declared ) in the pro- 
fundity of its Subftance, pretends to the C0- 
lour and EJfence- of Gold y and it is hammered 
be|ng heat red hot, as stiver and Gold is. 
Therefore, hence you may learn a Secret 
it is the Adedium of Sol and Luna y and 
Sfeably comes to convert its Nature to either j 
^nd it is of good Converfion , and of little 
Labour. It agrees very well with Tut id , which 
citrinizeth £ or Colours) it with good Yel- 
iownefs 5 arid hence you may reap profit. For 
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re are excufed by it, from the Labour of In- 
uration ( or HardningJ and Ignition of ir. 
herefore take it, before all other Imperfect 
odiesy in the Eeffer and middle Worley but not 
in the Greater . Vet this hath a Vice beyond 
'upiter, 'viz., that it eafily waxeth Livid , and 
receives Infeftion from Iharp ' and acute 
things 5 and to eradicate that, is not an eafie, 
but a profound ^Irt. 


CHAP. XIII. 

Of Mars, or Iron.. 

UT the Declaration of mdrs, and the whole 
Secret thereof, is from the Work^ of Na- 
ftre | beeaufe it is a AdetaUick^ Body , very livid, 
little red, per taking of Whitenefsy not pure, 
uftaining Ignition^ fufible with no right fufion, 
nder the Hammer extenfible, and founding 
inch. But Ildars is hard to be handled, by 
eafon of the Impotency of its fufion, which 
f it be made to flow by a medicine chang- 
ng its Nature , is conjoyned to Sol and Luna^ 
nd not feparated by Exameny without great 
ndufiry : but if prepared, it is conjoyned, and 
ot feparated by any ^tirtificsy if the Nature 
f that Fixation be not changed by it, the 
ncleannefs only of the m^irs being removed.’ 
herefore it is a Fin Share of Rednefs eafily, 
ut difficultly of Whitenefs . And when it is 
onjoyned, it is not* altered, nor doth it change 
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the Qolour of the Commixtion , but augmenti 
it in Quantity. 

Therefore, among all Bodies , Jupiter is more 
. fplendidly and more clearly, more brightly 

and more perfectly transformed into a Sola r : 
or Lunar Body . But the of it is of lon^ 

Labour, though eafie to be handled. Next 
to Jupiter is Venus chofen, of more difhed: 
handling, but of fhorter Labour than Jupitci 
Next after Venus , Saturn hath a diminifhed 
Perfection in Tranfmutation , is eafie to be hand- 
led, but of moft tedious labour. Yet Man^ 
among ail the Bodies , is of leaft Perfection in 
Lranfmu tat lotty to be handled moft difficult, 
and of exceeding long Labour. Therefore, 
whatsoever. Bodies are more remote from 
fwiftnefs of Liquefaction, they are found ofmore 
difficult handling in the^ Work, of Tranfmutatm 
Of this kind are Venus and Mars ; but what 
more, more ; and what are moft remote, moft, 
AUo thofe Bodies which partake of greater Liv'd 
nefs and Infection of the Earth yZxe iikewife found 
to be of greater Labour, and \cSs Perfection. 

But whatsoever JDivcrfitics of Perfections were 
a little before determined by Us, are found in 
the Artifice of the Lcffer , or Middle Work s Y eI 
in the Greater Work all Bodies are of one Per- 
fiction, but not ail of one handling or labour. 
It remains yet to be known , what Facility 
and Difficulty of handling, and what Brevity 
and -Length of Labour, are found radicallyin 
the Nature of Bodies. Therefore have Wc 

here 
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here in a true Difcourfe deferibed the Naiu^ 
ral Principles of thofe Bodies , which are ac- 
cording to the Intention of Nature 5 and have 
Iikewife in feveral Chapters truly expounded 
what We determined of thofe Bodies 5 and 
that, according to the Opinion of thofe Men* 
who could dilcern the Occult Things of 
Nature 5 and according to our own Judg- 
ment alfo , who attained to the Knowledg 
thereof by inceffant Labour* But now, accor- 
ding as We promifed, it is expedient to flipply 
the defeCt of this *Art in fetting down all the 
Principles of this Magijteryfn the laft Part of this 
our Firft2?00j^5 and to demonftrate the Perfecti- 
on we have feen, with its Caufes 7 according 
to the Exigency thereof* 

The Fourth Part of this Fir ft Book, touch- 
ing the Artificial Principles of this Art. 

CHAP. I. 

The r Di e vifion of Things to Be {go ken of ’ 
in this Tart , •with an Irfin nation of 
Terfelfion to be treated of i?i the 
Second Book • 

T Here are two Things that are to be de- 
termined, viz., the Principles of this Ma- 
gi fiery y and the Perfection of the fame. The 

O z principles 


C 84 ) 

Principles of this Art are the Ways or Methods 
of its Operations , to which the Artift applies 
himfelf in the Work^ of this Magijlery, Thefe 
Ways are indeed divers in themlelves. For one 
Way is Sublimation , and Defcenfion another 5 
and Dift illation is a lib one Way , Calcination 
another. Solution another, and Coagulation an- 
other: but the feventh Way is Fixation , and 
•the eighth Ceration . Of all which We pur- 
pofe to give lingular Declarations. 

FcrfcEtion confifts of thole ‘Things, and from 
the Confederations of thole by which it is attain- 
ed 5 and from the Confederation of things help- 
ing ; and from the Confederation of that thing 
which laftly perfects j and that by which it is 
known, whether the Migiftery was in Per - 
feCiion or not. The Confederation of thole Things, 
by which We come to the Comple,. foment of 
the WorJ^, is the Confederation of the Subfiance 
manifeft, and of manifeft Colours , and of the 
Weight in every of thole Bodies to be changed, 
and of thole Bodies that are not changed from 
the Radix of their Nature , without that Arti- 
fice 3 and the Confederation of thole likewile, in 
the Radix of the>r Nature , with the Artifice $ 
and the Confederation of the Principles of Bodies , 
according to their Profound , Occult , and Ma- 
nifeft : y and according to their Nature without 
Artifice, and likev^ile with Artifice. For, if. 
Bodies, and their Principles , be not known in 
th g Profound and Manifeft: of their Nature, with 
Artifice^ and without, what is liiperfluous, and 
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what is diminilhed in them cannot be known 5 
a,nd our not knowing thefe would of necefii- 
ty hinder us from ever attaining to the Per- 
fection of their Tranfmutation. 

The Confederation of Things helping Perfecti- 
on, is the Confederation of the Natures of thole' 
Things, which we lee adhere to Bodies with- 
out Artifice , and to make mutation. And 
thefe are Alarchajite^ Alagnefea, Tutia , Anti- 
mony, and Dap:? Layali (or the LasLure Stone.) 
And the Conlideration of thole, which with- 
out. adherency cieanle Bodies , and they are 
Salt, and A^oms, Nitres and Bor aces, and which 
are of their Nature : and the Conlideration 
of Nitrification, cleaning by a like Nature . 

But the Conlideration of the Thing that per- 
fects, is the Conlideration of Choofeng the pure 
$ubflance of Argentvive 5 and it is tl?e Matter , 
which from the Matter of that took beginning* 
and of that was created. This Matter is not 
Arventvi've in its Nature , nor in its whole 
Subftance, but it is part of it : nor is it. now, 
but when the Stone is made. For that illuftrates 
andconferves from Aduftion, which is a figni- 
fication Qf Perfection. 

Laftly, The Conlideration of the Thing, by 
which it is known, whether the Migifiery be 
in Perfection , or not , in the Confederation of 
the Cupel , Cement, Ignition , of ex poling . It up- 
on the Napours of acute Things, Extinction , 
Commixtion of Sulphur burning Bodies, o f Re- 
duction after Calcination , and Sufception of Ar*- 
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gentwve. AH which, with the former, we {half 
here following declare, with their Caufes^ and 
with eafie Experiences $ by which you mayma- 
nifeftly know, that our Difcourfes have not er- 
red. And thefe Experiments will be well known 
to you. 


C H A P. II. 

Of Su&h mat ion y zvhy in t ve?tted. 

T Herefore, profecuting our purpofe , We 
{peak of Sublimation . The Caufle of the 
Invention of which, was, becaufe our \dnccftors 
Could not, nor can We, nor {hall they who 
come after Us, find any thing that can be u- 
nited with Bodies , but Spirits only • or any 
Thing, that can contain in it felf the Nature of 
Body and Spirit 3 and We fee thefe, caff upon 
Bodies ( without Mundation, or cleanfin^ of 
them) either not to give perfect Colour s^ or 
totally to corrupt, burn, blacken, and defile. 
■" nc * * according to the Oiverfity of 

: 1 e farne Spirits . For fome are burning, as 
Sulphur and ^ irfenick L, and Adarchapte 3 and 
thejp indeed totally corrupt. Others burn 
as every kind of Tutia 3 yet thefe give 
imperfect Colours ^ and that they do for a twofold 
Caufle. One is, becaufe the aduftive uncftuofT- 
ty of Sulphur ( of the property of which it 
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is) which is eafiiy inflamed, and by Inflama- 
tion btackned, and canfequently blackens, is 
not removed or taken away from them. But 
the other Caufeis Eartbinefs , which iikewife is 
not feparated from them. For in thefe, 
in which a perfect Colour is not given, Earthi- 
tiefs is a Caufle making it livid. Alio xlduflion 
may create a livid Colour. 

Therefore, We were conftrained to cleanie 
thefe from their burning ZJnttuofity , and from 
the Earthy Superfluity , which they all have. 
And this We could effect by no Adagi fiery > but 
by Sublimation only. For, when the Fire ele- 
vates, it always elevates the more fubtile parts 3 
therefore it Airs not the more Grofs. Hence it 
is manifest, that Spirits are cleanfed from their 
Eartbinefls by Sublimation 5 which STerrefltriety 
impeded Ingrefs, and alfo gave an impure 
Colour . But being fublimed , as Experience 
makes fufficiently manifelt to your Sight , they: 
are freed from that Impurity. For you fee 
them more fpiendid, and more pervious, and 
more eafiiy to enter and penetrate the Denfi - 
ty of Bodies , and not to irnprels a foul Colour , as 
before. Alfo that ^iduftion may be taken a- 
way by Sublimation , ismanifeftby Experiment : 
for rflnici which before its Sublimation was 
evil, and prone to Alduftion^ after its Sublima- 
tion fuffers not it felf to be inflamed, but only 
recedes without Inflamation 5 and the fame you 
may find in Sulphur , if you will make Trval. 
And becaufe, in no other Things, than in Spi- 
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ritSy We faw lAdfoerency to Bodies with ^4 her# 
ti'ofty We could have no other Caufe to be ex- 
cufed from them / but were neceflarjly con- 
ftrained to prepare the fame , for their purifi- 
cation, which is made by Sublimation. There- 
fore there was a neceflary Caufe of the Inven- 
tion of this Sublimation 3 the whole Order of 
which We purpofe to declare^ without Dimi- 
nution. 


CHAP. III. 

What Sublimation is , and of the ^De- 
grees of Fire in it to be observed. 

* 

^^"^^Herefore We fay, Sublimation is thels- 
levation of a dry Thing by Fire % with 
adherency to its VclTel. But Sublimation is 
diverfly made, according to the Diverfity of 
Spirits to be fublimed. For the Sublimation of 
tome is made with ftrong Ignition , of others 
with moderate, and of fome with a remifs 
heat of Fire. Therefore, when u4rf. hick or Sub 
phur are to be fublimed, their Sublimation mud 
neceflarily be made by remifs Fire : becaufe 
they having their moft fubtile parts uniformly 
conjoyned with the Grofs , their whole Suh- 
ftancs . would afcend without any Purification ; 
yea, blackned and combuft. Therefore, that 
the Artificer may feperate the unclean Earthy 
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Subftanccy he hath a necefhty to find out the 
Ffipo jit ions of two Kinds , viz,, the Proportion 
of the Fire, and JUf unification with commix ti- 
on of the Feces : becaufe Commixtion with 
the Feces , comprehends the Grofs Parts , and 
holds them depreffed in the bottom of the 
Subtimatory, nor buffering them to afcend. 

Whence alio it is neceffary, that the Arti- 
ficer ihould apply to his Sublimation a threefold 
Degree of Fire : One proportionate in fuch 
wife, that by it may afcend only the Altered y 
and more Clean , and more Lucid 5’ until by 
this lie manifeftiy fee, that they are cleanfed ~§ 

from their Earthy Feculency. The other De- 
gree is, that what is of the pure EJfence of 
them remaining in the Feces , may be fublimed 
with greater force of Fire , viz., with Ignition 
of the Bottom of the Deffely and of the Feces 
therein, which*may be feen with the Eye. The 
third Degree of Fire is, that unto the Subli- 
mate Without the Feces , a moft weak Fire 
be admi mitred, fo that fcarcely any thing 
of it may afcend, but that only which is the 
moft fubtile part thereof, and which in our 
Work^ is of no value 3 becaufe it is a thing, by * 
Mediation of which, Adufiion is made in Sul- 
phurs . 

Therefore, the whole Intention of Sublima- 
tion is, that the Earthinefs of the Sublimate 
being removed by a due adminiftration of 
Fire y and likewife the moft fubtile and fumous 
part of it, which brings Adufiion y with Cor- 
ruption , 
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ruptlon , being caft away, to Us may be Iefc 
that Part, which con fills in Equality, which 
makes limple fufion upon the Fire , and with- 
out any ut idufiion flying from the Fire ; with- 
out Infiamation thereof. That what is moft 
fubtile is .Adufiive , is proved by moft evident 
^Arguments. For Fire converts to its own Na- 
ture, every of thofe things, which is of affi- 
nity to it 5 becaufe it is of affinity to every a- 
v duftible Thing, and to the fubtile aduftible, it 
is of greater affinity 5 and yet more of affini- 
ty to what is more fubtile : therefore a Kb 
moft of affinity to what is moft fubtile. Like- 
wife, the fame is proved by Experience be- 
caufe Sulphur or udrfenick^ not fublimed, is moft 
fwiftly inflamed 3 but of the two. Sulphur fnore 
eafily. Yet either, being fublimed, is not di- 
rectly inflamed, but flies away, and is extenu- 
ated without inflamation 3 yet* with a prece- 
dent Fufion. By thefe therefore it is mani- 
feft that our E>ifcourfs is moft true. 


CHAP. 
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C H A P. I V. 

I Of the Feces of Metallick Bodies, to he 
added to Spirits zn their Sublzmati- 
tion ; and of the Oiiantity and Qua- 
lity of them . 

B UT the Probation of the ^Adminifiration- of 
Feces , with their Proportion , is, that fuch 
Matter be chofen, with which the Spirits to be 
fublimed may beft agree, and wherewith they 
may the more profoundly be mixed : becaufe 
that Matter, with which they are more uni- 
ted, is more potent in Retenfion of the Feces 
of Spirits to be fublimed , than that,* with 
which they are not fo united. The Probation 
of this, is rational enough, and manifeft. But 
the Probation , that the ^Addition of Feces is 
neceflary, is, becaufe Sulphur, or ^Arfnick*. to 
be fublimed, if they be not con joyned with 
the Feces of fome fixed Thing , would ne-^ 
celfarily afeend with their whole Subfiance , 

| not cleanfed. And they, who are exercifed 
jin Sublimation, do by Experience know. We fay 
true. Alio the Probation , that the ^ 4dminifira - 
tion of fiich Feces is neceflary ( with which 
Things to be fublimed may agree, and be uni- 
ted intimately) is, becaufe, if the Feces be 
not permitted with them through their leaft 
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parts, then the fame happens, as if the} had 
net Feces y viz., their wffiole BJfence afcends with- 
out any Cleanfingy as they afcend with their 
whole Subflance , without Feces : therefore the 
fame muft likewife happen, in things fublimed 
from FeceSy with which they are not united. 

He that hath feen and known this, knows it 
to be true by Experience 3 becaufe, when he 
. iublimed from a Thing extraneous to the Na- 
ture of Bodies , he fublimed in vain 5 fo that 
he .found them in no Wife purified after their 
ifeenfion . But when he fubjimed with the Calx 
of any Bodjy t-hen he fliblimed well, and could 
with facility perfe<ftly cLeanfe* Therefore, the 
Intention of Feces is, that they be adminiftred 
of the Calxes of Jfrfetals : for in them the Wor( 
of Sublimatiorty is eafie, but in other Things 
molt difficult. Therefore, there i^ not any 
thing, that may be fubftituted in their ftead. 
Yet we fay not, that Sublimation is impoffible 
without the Calxes of Bodies , but that it is 
pnoft difficult, and of long tedious Labour, 
and delay e yen tq JDefperation. Neverthelefs, 
in this there is fqme benefit 3 becaufe, what is 
fublimed without Fecesy or without the Calxei 
pf Bodies y is of greater Quantity , but with 
Feces of lefler. And further, what is calci- 
ned wi th the Calxes of Bodies , is of leaft £>uan- 
pityy but of eafieft and moft fpeedy Labour. 
But that which much excufeth lls from ufing 
the Feces of Bodies , is every kind pf Salt pre* 
pared, and of things like to it in Nature. And 
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to Us it is alfo pofllble to make Sublimation 
with them of a great Quantity 3 becaufe S<r- 
peration of things to be fublimed, from the 
Feces y is eafily made by Solution of the Salts 3 
which happens not in other Things. 

But the Proportion of Feces is, that it be e- 
qual to the Quantity of Things to be fiibli- 
med. For in this, even a rude Artificer can- 
; not err. But an lArtift of mean skill may put 
‘Of Feces half the weight of Things to be fub- 
limed, and that will be fufficient for him, if 
i careful, not to err in his Work becaufe to 
him that is well exercifed and expert, the leaft 
part of Feces is fufficient. For the lefs the 
Quantity of Feces is, of fo much the more and 
greater Fxubcrationy the Sublimate muft needs 
be 3 provided, that according to the Subftracfti- 
on of Fecssy a Subftracftion of Fire proporti^ 
onal thereunto be made. Becaufe in a fmall 
Quantity a fmall Fire ferves for P crfeEhion y in 
a great, a great 5 'and in a greater Quantity 
a greater Fire is required. 


CHAP. Y. 

Of Governing the Fire in Sublimation* 

B U T becaufe Fire is not a Thing which can 
be meafured, therefore it happens, that 
Error is often committed in it, when the Ope- 
rator. 
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fator is not well skilled 5 as well by reafon of 
the Diverjity of Furnaces , and of Woods to be 
burned, as of Veffels , and the Coaptation (or 
well joyning ) of them : about all which, 'tii 
expedient the Hrtifi fhould be intently folici- 
tous. Wherefore we give you a Common 
Rule: Firft, it is expedient to remove, from 
things to be fublimed, the Waterinefs only, 
with a very fmall Fire ; which being removed! 
if any thing afcend by it, then in the begin- 
ning this Fire muft not be augmented, that 
the molt fiibtile part may (by this molt weak 
Fire) be feperated, and put afide, which is 
the Caufe of Hduftiom But when little or 
nothing fhall afcend ( which you may prove 
by putting a little Cotton-weik^ into the hole 
on the top of the Hlembeck^ ) augment the 
Fire under it.* and of how great vigour your 
Fire fhould be, the Cotton- wei^ will fhew. For 
if little of the Sublimate come forth with ir, 
or it be clean; it argues 3^our fire is final!, 
therefore muft be encreafed : but if much and 
unclean, then it is too great, and muft be 
made lefs* Therefore, when you find the 
Sublimate to come forth with the Weik^ clean, 
and much, the Proportion of your Fire is 
then found. And whether your Sublimate arife 
clean, or unclean, is known by the aforefaid 
Sign. For according to the Quantity of Clean ■ 
nefsy or ZInsleannefs of the Sublimate , which the 
Hrtift fhall difcern to adhere to his Cotton , he 
may conclude of the neceffary proportion 
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of his Fire in the whole Sublimation . And by 
this means he will find out the Rectification of 
the Firey without any Fallacy . 

Yet the way of Feces is better, viz*, to 
tafte Scales of Iron , or Copper calcined. And 
thefe indeed, by reafon of the Privation of 
evil Humidity % do eafily imbibe Sulphur , or -Arf- 
nicl^y and unite them with themfelves. But the 
Method of this,the well experienced only know.. 


CHAP. VI. 

Of Errors about the Quantity of Feces * 
and the c Di(poJitzon of the Furnace/^ 
fib liming Sulphur and Arfnick, alfo 
‘ of building the Furnace , and ofchco- 
Jiug Woods. 

T Herefore it is expedient We fhould redYihe 
the judgment oi the ^Artificer in all Things? 
wherein he may happen to Erre through Ig- 
norance y in Sublimation of thefe two Splits. 
In order to which , We fir ft fay, that if he put 
in many Feces , and doth not proportionally 
augment the Fire , nothing of the Matter to 
be fublimed will afcend. But how he fhould 
know that , is already fufficiently declared. 
And if he put in a fmall Quantity of Feces , or 
none of the Calx of Bodies , then (if he find 
not hi 3 Proportion of Fire ) what is fublimed will 
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afcend with Its whole Subfiance. Of khowirig 
this likewife I fhewed a flifficient way. 

So in like manner , by reafon of the Fur- 
nace he may happen to Erre. For a great Fur- 
nace gives a great Heat of Fire , and a fmall 
F urnace fmall 5 if the Woods for Few el, and Vent- 
holes for ^4ir , be alfo proportionate. There- 
fore if he put a great Quantity of /Matter to be 
fublimcd in a frnalf Furnace , he fhall not be able 
to give fufficient Fire of El ,'vatlon : and if a 
fmall Quantity in a great Furnace , he will ex- 
terminate the Sublimation by excels of Heat, 
So likewife, a thick Furnace gives a condenfate 
and ftrong Fire $ but a thin Furnace , a rare and 
weak Fire : in both which he may likewife 
Erre. So alfo, a Furnace with large Ventholes , 
gives both a clear and ftrong Fire 1 but with 
narrow and final! V ent holes , a weak Fire . So 
if the diftanee of fpace, between the Furnace 
and V ejfel fet in , be large , the Furnace then 
gives a great Fire $ but if fmall, a lefs. InaH 
which the ^rtifi may exceedingly Erre . 

Therefore, the Rectification of thefe Errors 
* s , that the alrtifi build his Furnace , accor- 
ding to the Intention of fuch a Fire , as he 
fhould have. Viz,. Thick, with free Ventholes , 
and with a good diftanee of the Vejfd from the 
fides of the Furnace , if he intend to have a 
great Fire: but if a mean Fire , in all thefe 
Things he muit find a mean Proportion $ and it 
a weak Fire , the fame Proportion in them. All 
thefe Proportions , We will teach you to find , 
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faith the true Preparation , and determinate 
Experience . Therefore, if you would elevate 
a great Quantity of Matter to be Sublimed 5 
firft be provided with a Sublimatory of fuch a 
Capacity , that it may contain your Matter to 
be elevated the height of one hands breadth 
above the Bottom. To this , fit your Furnace 
fo, as the */lludel (ox: Sublimatory} may be re- 
ceived into it , with the diftanee of two Fin- 
gers round about the Walls , or fides of the 
furnace 5 which being made, to it alfo make 
ten Ventholes in one Proportion, equally diftanf, 
that there may be one Equality of Fire to all 
Tarts thereof. Then fet a to of Iron into the 
Furnace tranfverfe , and faftned at each end to 
the fides of the Furnace 5 which Bar rnuft be 
diftant from the Bottom of the Furnace , as far 
as to the Extension of one Hand with its Fhumb , 
and about the thicknefs of one Finger above 
it, muft the Sublimatory be firmly placed 5 andi 
inclofed round about to the Furnace , which the 
following JDefcription demonftrates. But then 
coniider whether your Furnace can well and 
freely difeharge it felf of the Fumofittes , and 
the Flame can freely pafs through the whole 
Furnace, in the Circuit of the alludel j if f o, 
it is well proportionate 5 if not , it is not fo. 
Then you muft open its Ventholes , and if by 
that means it be mended , it is well indeed : 
if not, then it muft neceffarily be altered 5 be- 
caufe the diftanee of the Veffel from the fides 
of the Furnace , is too fmall. Therefore pare^ 
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off the Tides of the Walls , and enlarge the dr-’ 
ftance, and then try it. And lo continue reite^ 
rating (if needbe^ the enlarging of the Vent* 
holes , and paring the Sides , until it can free- 
ly quit it fe If of the Smoak^ » and the Flame be 
Lucid round about the udludel , and thcSmoal { 
very freely- pals out by the Vents. 

This is an Experiment ( flifficient for any 
Quantity to be Sublimed ) of the Invention of 
Magnitude of the Furnace , and of Dilating the 
Ventholes thereof, and of the Difiance of the 
Vejfel from the Walls of the fame. But the In- 
vention of Thicknefs of the Furnace is ( if you 
intend a great Fire ) that the fame be equal to 
the extenlion of one hands breadth , with its 
Thumb i but if a moderate Fire be intended, 
then the Thicknefs muft be to one hands breadth,- 
and if a leffer Fire , it muft be formed to the 
Thicknefs of two Fingers . 

Likewife Proportion is to be taken from Woods , 
for jfplid Wtfods give a ftrong Fire , fpongious a 
weak , and Dry Woods give a great Fire, and 
foon terminable. Green Woods give a little and 
long Iafting Fire , and Solid Woods likewife a 
very durable Fire $ but Spongy Woods a Fire ea- 
fily terminable. Therefore with Confiderari- 
on of the Difiance of the *Alud?l , and of the 
\Magnituds and Small ncfs of the Ventholes , and 
Thicknefs and Thinncfs of the Furnace , and Z>/- 
verfity of woods premifed , the Diverfities of 
all Fires come to be found out , with their 
true Experience . But from the greater or lefleic 
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Olofure of the Ventholes , or of the of the 
Furnace 3 by which the are put in , and 

by the .Addition and Subfir action of them the 
determinate fpace of Time of Duration of the 
Fire comes to be found out , viz.. So that (as 
by a determinate Science') it is known how long 
the Fire of each , in its degree,, can^durein E- 
quahty. This Investigation is very profitable 
and neceffary for you ; becaufe by it you will 
be eafed of much of your Labour . Therefore 
exercife your felf therein , and in all Things by 
Us here now lately mentioned 5 for he'who 
exercifeth himfelf herein , learns 5 but he that 
doth not fo 9 learns not* 


CHAP. VII. 

Of what Matter, and in what Form the 
Veffel Aludel £ or Sublimatory 3 is to 
be made . 

T>Ut the Intention of th eVeffel Aludel is, that 
that it be made of thick Glafs ; for other 
Matter is not fufficient , unlefs it be thick; 
and of like Subfiance with Glafs. Becaufe Glafs 
only , and its like (wanting Pores ) is able to 
retain Spirits from Flight , and that they be 
not exterminated by the Fire$ but no other 
Matter is fit* becaufe through the Fores of 
them the Spirits are gradually diminifhed, and 
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vanifh. Nor are Acetals ferviceable in this 
Cafe, becaufe Spirits ( by reafon of their 
mity and Convenience) penetrate them, and 
are united therewith ; wherefore , pacing 
through them they vanifh , as is manifeftly 
proved, by what are determined by Us. And 
it is fbundmeceflarily, and by Experience , that 
this, We have faidis true. Therefore We are 
not by any "Thing excufed, from taking Glafs 
in the Compojition of the ulludel, In order to 
which. 

Let a round Glafs Veff el, or Concha , be made, 
with a fiat round Bottom , and in the middle of 

the Sides thereof a Zone , or 
This JOefcription Girdle of Glafs furrounding 
is hard to he the fame 5 and above that 
undsrfiood . Girdle caufe a round Wall to 

be made , equidiftant from 
the Wallop the Concha, to the GroJJitude of the 
Cover of the faid Concha 5 fo that in this Diftance 
the Wall of the Cover may freely fall without 
prefiiire. But the Height of this Wall ( above 
the Girdle ) muft be according to the Adeafurt 
of the Height of the Wall of the Concha , or 
little more or lefs. This being done , let two 
Covers (or Heads ) be made equal to the Adea - 
fare of this Concavity of the two Walls 5 the 
length of both Covers muft be equal and o 
one Span , and the Figure of them one alfo 
viz.. Pyramidal 5 in the fuperior part of which 
Covers, two equal Holes , one in the one, and 
another in the other , fhould be made fo , a* 

that 
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that an Hens Feather may commodioufly be put 
in 5 as a little after will be more clearly ex- 
prelfed. Therefore the Intention of this I^effel 
Concha, is, that its Cover may be moved at the 
pleaCpre of the ulrtijl # and that the funSlure 
might be Ingenious , fo that through it (with- 
out any Luting ) no Egrefs might be made for 
the Spirits, But he that can better contrive 
this V’effd, may fo do , notwithftanding our 
Description • 

Vet in this We have a fpeciaf Intention , viz, f 
That the interior Concha , with its Sides , 
(hould enter half way within its Cover . For 
feeing it is the Property of Fumes to Zlfcend^ 
not to Defcend , by this We find the Spirits not 
to have Exit for C onfumption $ and by reafon 
of this , it excels the other Wayes , which by 
Our Intention We acquired. And by tryal of 
this, the u4rtifb will fee that We have given a 
true Eftimate hereof* Alfo , the Intention is , 
that the Head of the ulludsl fhould be often 
emptied , leaft part of what is Sublimed (the 
Quantity elevated being overmuch) fall down 
again to the Bottom , and fo the Time of Sub- 
liming , by this reiteration , be prolonged. 
Likewife, another Intention is , that what ,A- 
fcends up in the form of Powder nigh the Hole 
of the Head of the Aludel , be always kept 
apart , from that which is found to have a- 
fcended fufed and denfe in fmall Lumps , po- 
rous and clear at the Bottom thereof, with ad- 
herency fo the Sides of the Veffel, becaufe this 
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, kn °T n t° ^ ave l e <s of ^idufiion , than what 
: found to afeend nigh to the Hole of the Head. 

his is by the Superior proved manifeftly , by 
Reafon and Experience. But the Probation of the 
Goodnejs and Perfection of Sublimation , is al- 
ready declared , wz.. That it be found clear, 
9 not burnt with Inflamation . 

Therefore this is the Perfection of the Intents 
ons of Subliming Sulphur , and ^trfmeb. And if 
it be notfo found , the Work, muft be repeated, 
with Confederation of all its Intentions > till the 
Sublimate be found Perfectly as is (aid* 


CHAP. VIII. 

Of **? e Stil? h mat ion of Mercury and Ar« 
gentvive. 

TpW] W *U determine the whole Inten - 

5 ^ tion of Sublimation of Hrgentvive. This 
i 18 corn pleated , when its Terrcfireity is 
rngnly purified, and its udquofity wholly re- 
moved. For We are excufed from the labour 
of removing its ^Idufiiony becaufe it hath none. 
Therefore We fay , that the Ingenuity of fe- 
peratmg its fuperfluous Earth , c is to mix it 
W! th Things wherewith it hath not affinity, 
and often to reiterate the Sublimation of it from 
them. Of this kind, is Talk , and the Calx 
Ot Egg-Jhells , and of White Marble. Likewife 
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a ! Co Glafs moft fubtily beaten, and every kind 
of Salt prepared. For by thefe it is cleanfed s 
but by other Things , having affinity with it 
(unlefs they be Bodies of Perfection) it is rather 
corrupted 5 becaufe all fuch Things have a Sul- 
phureity , which, afeending with it in Sublima- 
tion , corrupt it. And this you find true by* 
Experience , becaufe , when you fublime it 
from Tm or Lead , you find it (after Sublima - 
tion ) infe< 5 ted with Blacknefs . Therefore its 
Sublimation is better made by thofe Things , 
which pgree not with it 5 but it would be bet- 
ter, by Things^ with which it doth agree, if 
they had not Sulphureity . Wherefore, this Sub- 
limation is better made from Calx than from all 
other Things $ becaufe that agrees little with 
it, and hath not Sulphureity. 

But the way of removing its fuperfluous si- 
quofety^ is, thatwhenitis mixed with Calxes , 
from which it is to be fublimed, it be well 
ground and commixed with them by Imbibition , 
until nothing of it appear , and afterward the 
Waterinefs of Imbibition removed by a moft gen- 
tle heat of Fire j which receding , the *dquo- 
fty of ^Argemvive recedes with it. Yet th oEire 
muft be fo very gentle, as that by it the whole 
Subfiance of ^Argentvi've afeend not. Therefore 
from the manifold Reiteration of Imbibition , 
with Contrition and gentle Aftation, its greater 
jdquofety is aboIifhed$ the relidue of which is 
removed by repeating the Sublhnation often. 
And wh£n you fee it moft White , excelling 
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SHow in its Whitenefs y and to adhere (as it were 
dead) to the Sides of the ?Jfel 5 then again 
reiterate its Sublimation^ without the Feces ; be- 
caufe part of it adheres fixed with the Feces , 
and can never by any kind of Ingenuity be fe- 

E arated from them. Or afterward , fix part 
f it 5 as fhall exprefly be taught you in the 
following : And when you have fixed it , then 
reiterate Sublimation of the Fart remaining, 
that it may be likewife fixed. 

Being fixed, referVeitj but firft prove it 
upon Fire. If it flow well, then you have ad- 
miniftred fufficient Sublimation , but if not,add 
to it fome frnall part of air gen wive fublimed, 
and reiterate the Sublimation , till your end be 
anfwered 5 for if it hath a lucid and molt white 
Colour , and be porous , than you have well 
fublimed it, if not, not. Therefore in the 
t Preparation of it made by Sublimation be not 
negligent 5 becaufe fuch as its Mundation (or 
cleanfing) fhall be , fuch will be its Perfection # 
in projection of it upon any of the imperfeCt Bo- 
dies , and upon its own Body unprepared. Yet 
here note , that Some have by it formed Iron , 
others Lead • fome Copper , and others Tin. 
Which happened to them , through negligence 
of Preparation 5 fometimes of it alone, fbme- 
times of Sulphur , or of its Compeer , mixt with 
it. But if you fhall by Subliming direCtiy cleanfe 
and perfect this Subject , it will be a firm and 
perfedt TmCture of Whitencfs 7 the like of which 
is not. 


CHAP. 


CHAP. IX. 

Of Sublimation of Marchaflte. 

T Herefore, thefumof the Intention of Sub- 
limation of u 4 rgentznve , being iufficient- 
ly declared. We now come to the 
of 'Nlarchafite j of which .there are two ways. 
One is performed without Ignition , the other 
with Ignition ; and that is , becaufe it hath a 
twofold Subfiance : viz*. One Sulphur , pure in 
its nature 5 the other *Argentvive 7 mortified. 
The firft is profitable, as Sulphur 5 the fecond 
profitable, as *Argentvive mortified, and mode- 
rately prepared Therefore We take thislaft ^ 
becaufe by it We are excufed from the former 
Argentvive , and the labour of mortify ing it. 

The in tire Way of Sublimation of this Sub- 
mit is, that it be ground to Powder , and put 
into an *Aludel , and its Sulphur Sublimed 
without Ignition ; always , and that very of- 
ten, removing what is Sublimed , for the afore— 
faid Reafont and afterward augmenting the force 
of Fire , unto Ignition of the *AludeL And 
the firft Sublimation of Marchafite muft be 
made in a Vejfcl of Sublimation , and fo long 
continued, as until the Sulphur he feparated a 
the Procefs being fucceilively, and orderly con- 
tinued , until it is manifeft , that what wa§ 
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in it of Sulphur , be all paflcd out. Which may 
be proved by thefe manifeft Experiments . For 
when its whole Sulphur fhall be elevated , you 
will fee the Colour thereof changed into* mcift 
White, mix t with a very clear, pleafant, and 
Cceleftine Colour : Alfo you will other wife prove 
this, becaufe what (hail be of the Nature of 
Sulphur will burn and give a Flams , as Sul- 
phur. But what fhall be fecondly Sublimed 
after that Sublimate , will neither be inflamed*, 
nor fhew any Properties of Sulphur , but of sir- 
gentvive mortified in the Reiteration of Subli- 
mation . 


CHAP. X. 

Of the V'ejjel, m *ivhich Marchafite may 
rightly he Sublimed. 

’ | 'Herefbre We colledt that , by its way of 
Sublimation , which is thus : A moft folid 
and well co<fted Earthen Nejfel 7 muft be made 
to the length of half the stature of a Man , 
but in breadth D lametric ally , no more than 
that the Hand may commodioufly enter. The 
Bottom of this (N ? fife l ( which muft be made fo, 
as it may befeparated and conjoyned) muft be 
made after the fimilitude of a plain Dijh or 
Porrenger very deep - viz., from the fuperior 
Vpfice to the Bottom , the depth of one Hands 

length* . 
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length , with its Fingers. And from that Place; 
or moveable Bottom to the Head. , the Nejfel 
muft be very accurately Glared within , with 
very thick Nitrification. And upon the Head 
of the Nefifel muft be fitted an ^ 4lembech^ with 
a wide nofe or beak For in fuch a Nefifel That 
is beft fublimed. Therefore the Bottom muft 
be conjoyned with its Nefifel, with very firm 
and tenacious Euting , and the Marchafite 
fpread upon (or within} that Bottom 5 and 
then the ^tlembeck let upon the Superior Part : 
and fo placed in a Furnace , of which the pro- 
perty is to give a ftrong Fire , viz., of F ufion 
! of Silver, or Copper , which in the S*w»ofour 
Work , where we fhall declare the Viverpties 
of all Inftruments , We fuftlciently defcribe to 
; you. And this being done, you muft furround 
! the top of your Furnace with an Hoop or Ring of* 
Iron flat, having a hole in its middle, proportio- 
nate to the Magnitude of the Nejfel$ that the 
Vejfel may ftand faft within it. Then lute 
the funfiures in the Circuit of the Neffel and 
the Furnace , leaft the Fire palling out there, 
be an hindrance to the adherency of y our Sub- 
limation , leaving only four fmall Windows , or 
i Doors, that may be opened and fhut in ’the 
Flat-Ring or Hoop aforefaid, through which 
Coals may be put in round about the Sides of 
the Furnace. Likewife four other holes muft 
be left under them, and between their Spaces , 
for the putting in of Coals j and fix or eight 
letter holes, proportionate to the Magnitude 
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of the little Finger, which muft never be fhut 5 
that by them the Fire may commodioufly free 
it felf from Fumofities. Let thefe laft Holes be^ 
in the ^untture of the Furnace , with the afore- 
laid Hoop . 

But that Furnace is of great Ignition , the 
Sides of which are to the height of two C«- 
bitsi and in the midft whereof is a round 
Grate or Wheel bored full of very many frnall 
holes clofe together, and ftrongly annexed to 
the F urn ace with Luting, . The Superior part 
of thefe holes muft be clofer, or fmaller a - 
bove, but wider or more open beneath, that 
ijhes or Coals may the more freely fall from 
them , and the Grate be left continually open 
for the more free Reception of the -Air. For 
the free and ample admifllon of the Air 
through the Inferior Holes, is one Caufe of great 
Ignition by the Furnace . Therefore be exerci- 
Ifed therein, and you will find out the Secret . 
But the Caufe of fo great Length of the Vejfel^ 
is, that a great part of it may Hand up, and 
be extended beyond theF ire, and be kept cool, 
that the Fumes of the Sublimate afcending 
may find a Place of cooling, and adhere $ 
and not find a way of Flight , and be exter- 
minated. This he well knows, who hath fub- 
limed in fhort Sublimatories , wherein he found 
nothing of the Sublimate 5 becaufe, by reafbn 
of the Shortnefs of his Veffel , the Fire was e- 
qual in heat through the whole of the fame. 
Therefore, the Matter to befublimed, always 
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ftood converted into the Subfiance of Fume , and 
could not any where adhere , but gradually 
vanifh through the Pores of the Vejfel. 

Wherefore, in fublimingall Things, the Veffel 
muft the greater part of it be extended high 
above the Fire , that the fame extended Part 
may ferve for a Refrigeratory. But the Caufe 
of Nitrification , or Glaring the Neff el , is, that 
the afcending Fumes , in the place of their 
Afcenfion , may not find the Sides of the Aludel 
porous, and penetrating them, take their Flight * 
Therefore the Place of their -Afcenfion is vitri- 
fied, that the Way of their Flight may be flop- 
ped. But the Bottom of the Veffel is not Gla- 
zed , becaufe it ftands in the Fire y which would 
melt its Vitrification - 9 and that melting > both 
the Bottom it felf, and Matter to be fiibltr 
med, would allb be melted, and turned into 
Glafs. For the Property of Glafs is to over- 
come all Things, and convert them to itfel£ 
Therefore, all thefe Things, and their Caufes % 
being considered. Let your Fire be continued 
under the Vejfel, until you be allured by in- 
fallible Experience , the whole is af tended.' 
The Experiment of this is, the putting in a Rod 
of Earth well burned ( having a fmall hole 
in the end , reaching almoft to the middle 
thereof, and anfwering to the quantity of 
the little Finger ) nigh the A latter of which 
the Sublimation is made. And if any thing 
afcending adhere to the hole, the Whole is not 
fublimed$ but if not, then the Sublimation is 

ended* 
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fendedJ By this fame Exercife, in all Thingj 
to be fublimed, you may be affured of the Eni 
of your Work: 


CHAP. XI. 

Of the Sublimation of Magnefia am 
Tutia : Ml jo of Imperfect Bodies , ani 
of the ^Addition of Matter elevating 
them . 

•» 

p TTHe intention of the Sublimation of Magnt- 
Jia and Tutia , is the fame with the Inten- 
tion of the laft Sublimation of Alarchafete* For 
all thefe cannot be fublimed without Ignition 
Therefore they all have one Intention , with 
the fame Caul 'es 3 and the fame Experiences 3 and 
that hath one General Order . Becaufe it nor 
ceffarily happens , that whatfoever are fubli 
med with Ignition, muft be fublimed without 
Feces } for in themfelves they have enough, 
yea, too much Feces : the fign of which is 
the difficulty of their Sublimation . 

Likewife all Bodies diminifhed from Perfe- 
&ion, are fublimed in the fame Order , and no 
difference of diverfity is, uiilefs that in Bo- 
dies the Fire of Sublimation muft be more ve- 
hement , than in ATagnefea , Adarcbafete , and 
Tutia* And fo likewife. Bodies ^ in their Sub* 
timationsj are not diverfified, except that fome 

need 
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need the adjunction of fomething elfe to e- t 
levate them 3 others not» But there is one fpe- 
cial Confederation , by Experience found good 
in the Sublimation of Bodies 5 and that is-, that 
no great Quantity of the Body to be fublimed 
be at once put into the Bottom of the Vejfel 5 
becaufe a great abundance of Matter impedes 
Sublimation . Alfo the Bottom of the Sub limatorf 
fhould be flat , not concave 5 that*the Body 
equally and thinly fbread upon the Bottom , 
may equally and much be elevated in all 
its Parts . 

Bodies needing the uidmixtion of Matters e- 
levating , are Venus and Mars , by reafon of 
the flown efs of their Fufeon. Therefor e Venus 
needs Tutia , and Mars ^4rfnick.i and with 
thefe they are eafily elevated , becaufe they 
moftly agree with them. Wherefore after 
Confederation of them, let Sublimation be made 
as in Tutia , and in things like toiti nSubltma* 
turn 3 and let their Sublimation be difpofed in 
the fame Order , with it s Caufes and Expert^ 
cnees. 


CHAP# 
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CHAP. XII. 

O^Defcenfion, and the 'way of Purifying 
by Paftil Is. 

^TpHe Intentions of Sublimation ,. with all their 
Caufes , being already declared , it re- 
mains , that We now (hew the way of Defcen- 
Jion , with its Caufes , and determinate and 
compleat Cr^r like wife, For there was a 

threefold Caufe of its Invention . One , that 
when any Matter is included in that Veffef 
which is called a Cbymical Defcenfory , after its 
Fulton it may defeend through the Hole there- 
t)f, and by its Defcent We be affured that it 
hath admitted Fluxing. Another Caufe , that 
weak Bodies may by it be prefer ved from Cdm- 
buftion , after Reduction from their Calxes. Fot 
-when We attempt to reduce weak Bodies from 
their Calxes , We cannot reduce all their 
whole Subfiance at one time. Therefore, if 
that Part , which is firft reduced into Bodj^ 
Ihould expert the Reduction of the whole, a 
great Quantity of it would vanifh by the Fire. 
Wherefore it was neceffarily devifed , that one 
part, fo foon as reduced , might be taken 
from the Fire. And this is done by a Defcenfo- 
ry . The third Caufe of the Invention of it, 
was the Depuration of Bodies from every thing 
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6xtraneous. For the Body defeends in Fluic 
clean,and leaves every thing that is extraneous 
in the Concavity thereof. 

Therefore Defcenfioh being invented for 
thefe three neceflary Caufes , We will now de- 
termine the Method of it, with its Inftrument 
firft denoted with its Caufes. In order to 
which . We fay , that the Form of it muftbe 
fuch , as its Bottom may be pointed , and the 
Sides of it without Roughnefs , equally ter- 
minating into the aforefaid . Acuity , or Point oi 
the Bottom 5 and its Cover (if it need any) muf 
be made in the likenefs of a plain or flat Cifh . 
and well fitted to it 5 and the Kejfel with it 
Cover muft be niade of good and firm Earth 
not eafily cracking in the F ire. Then put i 1 
the Matter , which you would have to de 
feend , upon round Rods made of like. Earth 
arid fo placed as they may be more nigh the 
fop than Bottom of the F'ejfel. Then coverinr 
the Fejfel and luting th efunliure, fet it withh 
a Fire of Coals , and blow it until the whol 
Matter defeend into a fubjacent V'effeL Yc 
( if the Matter be of difficult F ufion ) i 
may be put upon a Fable plain * or of final 
Concavity , from which it may eafily defeend* 
by inclining the Head of the Defcenfory , when 
it is in Flux. For by this Bodies are purified. 

But they are better purified by P aft ill s, which 
way of Purification is the fame with the way 
of Purifying of the Defcenfory. Therefore by it 
We are excufed frotn that : For it holds the 
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Feces of Bodies , as a Defcenfory and better^ 
therefore We declare the Way of it. We takeal 
Body , of which the Intention is to be cleanled 
and that We reduce to moft fine Grains , or 
Filings , or into a O tlx ( which is more per- 
fe€t) and mix with it fome other Calx , 
which the Intention is not to be melted * and 
then We make the Body to flow. For We by 
that, often repeated, find Bodies to becleanfed, 
but not with perfect Mundification , which We 
know to be Perfection $ yet with a profitable 
Mundif cation , that Bodies capable of Perfecti- 
on, may the better and more perfectly be by 
it transformed : For there is to be an uldmt- 
niftration preceding that Transformation 5 but 
every *Adminiftraticn fhall fufiicienly be de- 
clared to you in the following. Here We only 
f give you a Defcription of the Defcenfory. 


C H A P. XIII. 


Of Diflillation and its Caufes , 
Three kinds of the fame , viz 
lembeck , ky a Defcenfory , 
Filter. 


and cf 
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T Herefore, following Our Tttrpofe , ’tis con- 
venient We fhould (peak of TDiftillatin, 
with its Caufes 5 ID ift illation is an Elevation of 
aqueous Vapours in their V’ejfel. And DiftilU- 
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tion is diverfified. For fome Diftillations are by 
fire, and fome without Fire . Thofe made by 
lire are of two kinds* one,which is by Elevation 
into the *A lembeck \\ and the other by Chywical 
Defcenfory , by mediation of which the Oyl of 
Vegetables is extrr^ed. 

The Caufe why Diftillation was invented, and 
the general Caufe of the Invention of every 
J)iftillation t is the Purification of l a quid .Matter 
from its turbulent Feces, and Conf rvation of it 
from Putrefaction. For We fee a 7 hing Diftilled 
(by what kind foeve^ of Diftillation ) to be 
rend red more Pure , and to be better prefer- 
ved from Putrefaction . But the fpecial Caufe 
of that Diflillation , which i? made by afcent 
into the udlembec^ is the defire of acquiring 
Water Pure without Earth. The Experience of 
which is , that We fee Water (o D ft Hied , to 
have no Feculency . The Caufe of the Invention of 
Cure Water, was the Imbibition of Spirits, and of 
dean Medicines As for Example, When We need 
Imbibition , We muft have pure Water , which 
leaves no Feces after its Rcfolution * by which 
Feculency , Our Medicines and cleanfed Spirits 
might be infected and corrupted. But the 
Caufe of that Invention , which is made by De~ 
fcent , was the Extraction of Oyl pure in its 
Mature 5 becaufe by slfcent , Oyl cannot be 
had in its Combuftible Mature. And fuch an, 
Inquifition alfo was , that the Colour which is 
permixed with its Subftance, might be had 5 for 
.this may be helpful in the Cafe. But DiftilUti- 
.. . I % on ? 
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oH , - which is made by Filter , is performed 
Without Fire i and the Caufe of its Invention 
was Clear nefs of the Water only. 

Now We will fhew you the Methods of Z>/« 
Jliliations, With their Caufes. Therefore of that 
which Is made by ^Afcent , there is a twofold 
Way or Method . For one is performed in an 
j Earthen Pan fill! of uljhes ; but the other witli 
Water in its Vt tjfel , with Hay or Wool , orderly 
fo difpofed , that the Cucurbit^ or DiJhllatorj 
lembec k, may not be broken before th eWor{ 
fee brought to Perfection. That which is made 
by [AJhss, is performed with a greater, ftronger, 
and more acur e Fire $ but what is made by 
Water 7 with a mild and equal For Water 
admits not the -^w>;of Ignition , as ^4Jhc\ 
doth. Therefore, by that Difiillation, whicS 
Is made \n^4Jhes, Colours , and the more grofs 
Farts of the Earth % are wont to be elevated j 
but by that mvich is made in Water , the Parts 
more fiibtile, and without Colour and more 
approaching to the nature of fimple Water ineft, 
are ufally elevated. Therefore more fubtile 
Separation is made by Difiillation in Water, than 
by Difiilling in \Ajhes ♦ This he knows to be 
true , w ho when he had Difiilled Oyl by u4Jhes y 
received his Oyl foarcely altered into the Re- 
cipient ; but willing to feparate the Parts there- 
of, was by neeeflity forced to Difiill it by Water , 
And then by reiterating that Labour , he fe- 
parated the Oyl into its Elemental Parts i fb 
that from a moft red Oyl , he extracted a molt 

white 
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white and moft ferene Water , the whole Red- 
nefs thereof remaining in the Bottom of the 
Vejfel. 

Therefore by this Magiftery , We mult ne- 
ceflarily come to the determinate Separation 
of all the Element s, of every Vegetable Thing , 
and of that which from the Vegetable proceeds 
to a Being, and of every like Thing : but by 
that, which is made by Defcent , We may at- 
tain the Oyl of every Thing determinateiy, viz,* 
Of all Vegetables , and of their Tke .* and by 
that , which is made by Filter , We acquire the 
Clearnefs of every Liquor ous Thing. Yet all thefe 
Things are known, even to Men knowing little 
or nothing; but if any Man knoweth them 
not, he knows nothing of this Magifiery. There- 
fore let him practice in the Exercife and he 
will find it out. 

The Difpofition of that which is made by 
\djhes , is, that a ftrong Earthen^Pan be taken 
and fitted to the Furnace , like to the afore- 
laid Furnace of Sublimation , with the fame 
Difiance from the Sides of the Furnace , and 
with like Ventholes ; upon the Bottom of which 
Pan lifted tjhes muft be put to the thicknefs 
of one Finger , and upon the jlfhes the Vejfel 
of Difiillation fet , and covered round about 
with the fame , almoftas high as tothe iV*^ 
of the uZlembeck* This being done, put in the 
Matter , which you intend (hall be Difiilled^ 
Lafily , Cover the Vejfel with its -Alembeck^ , 
the Heck of which muft inclofe the Heck, of 
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the inferior Cucurbit , even up to the curved 
-Channel of the ^flembeck.-, leaft what is to be 
JDftilled fhould flic away s and lute the ullem- 
bech^ firmly with its Cucurbit , and give Fin 
to it , until it begin to L> fit ill. But the ^4lembec{ 
and its Cucurbit , mu it be both of Glafs. And 
the Fire mult be increaled according to the 
Exigency of the Difl illation , until it be found, 
by urging the , that all which fhould be 
* PftiRed is JDifltlUd off. 

The Lfipofi tion of the lecond Intention of Dh 
ft illation , which is made by Water 9 is like to 
- this , in the V tjfel arttH ^4lembeck^: yet it differs 
in this , viz*. That in this , muft be taken 
Iron or Brafs-Pan , and that fitted to the Pin- 
nace , as is laid. Afterwards , upon the Bot 
tom of the Pan , within muft be laid a Bed 
Hay , or Wooll , or other fuch like Matter 
the thickriels of three Fingers , that the C# 
cur bit may not be broken $ and with the fame 
Hay 9 or like Things , the Cucurbit muft be 
covered round about , almoft as high as to 
the Heck, ot the uHlsmbeck^ 5 and upon then 
many final! Sprigs, or Sticks fir e ad , and upon 
the Sticky weighty Stones laid , which with 
their weight may deprefs the Hay , or othei 
like Matter , with the Cucurbit and ullembet 
■ and firmly and fteddily held them depreffd 
Upon the Bottom of the Pan that they be not 
moved, or railed by the Water 5 and that 
ftirring be the Caufe of breaking the Glafs , and 
jDeftruttion of the Matter to be V ft Hied. Af 
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terwards , upon the Hay and Stick* deprefied 
with the Stones , pour Water until the Pan be 
full. This being done , put Fire under and 
pfttl , until all be Dftilled off. 

The Dijpojition of that , which is made by 
pefcent % is ^ that a Glafs Defcenfory be made, 
with its Cover , and that put in which is to be 
Dftilled , and then the Cover luted on 5 and 
fire made upon the Top , or over it : for its 
Pft illation defeends. 

The D ifpofttion of that , which is made by 
Filter y is, that the Liquor to be Dftilled be put 
into a Stone Concha , and the wider part of 
the Filter put into the laid Liquor , even to 
the Bottom of the Concha , but the narrower 
part of it hangout over the Orifice of the laid 
Veffel . And under that end of the Filter muft 
be let another Veffel for receiving the Dftitta - 
tion . Therefore, when the Filter begins to 
D ftill , the Water with which it was irnoift- 
ned will firft D ft ill off s which cealing , the 
Liquor to be Dftilled fucceeds. Which Liquor 
if it be not as yet lerene , it muft lb often be 
put into the Concha again, and re-diftilled, as 
until it beDftilled moft lerene. 

But all the fe Qper at ions 9 which are ealie, need 
po great Probation j therefore I am willing to 
pals that over in Silence. This is the Defer ip - 
tion of all the V'cjfels of every Diftillatign 9 here 
pow compleated by Us. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Of Calcination , as 'well of Bodies as of 
Spirits, with its Caufes and Methods. 

r A ^ter the Narration of Difi illation , We 
JT\ proceed to Difcourfe of Calcination . 
Calcination is the Pulverisation of a ’Thing by 
Tire , through Privation of the Humidity con- 
folidating the Parts . The Caufe of the Inven- 
tion of it is, that the aduftive, corrupting and 
defiling Sulphureity , may be abolifhed by Fire. 
Yet it is diverfified , according to the Diver- 
sity of Things to be Calcined. For Bodies are 
Calcined , and Spirits are Calcined 5 yea, o- 
ther Things alfo extraneous from the nature of 
thefe 5 yet with a diverfe Intention . And fee- 
ing there are imperfect Bodies of two kinds 5 
Hard, as V'enus and A Idrs 9 and Soft, as Ju- 
piter and Saturn; all which are Calcined : there 
was a neceflity of Calcining them with a di- 
vers Intention 1, viz,. General and Special. They 
are all Calcined with one general Intention \ 
which is j that their corrupting and defiling 
Sulphureity may be abolifhed by Fire. For fo 
every aduftive Sulphureity , which could no$ 
be removed without Calcination , is burnt a- 
way from every thing what foe ver. And be- 
€aitfe th^ Body it felf is folid , and by realon 
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of that folidity , the occult Sulphureity con- 
cealed within the Continuity of the S uhftane* 

0 f ^irgentvive , is defended from ^dd^fiion : 
therefore it was neceffary to feparate the 
Continuity thereof, that the Fire freely come- 
ing to every of its leaft P arts , might burn 
the Sulphureity from it, and the Continuity of 
jirgentvive in the B>ody 7 not defend it* 

Likewife , the common Intention in it[, 
is “Depuration of the Earthinefs : For it is 
found, that Bodies are cleanfed by reitera- 
ted Calcination and Redu&ion 5 as We fhall fhew 
in the following. 

Special C die in at ion is of fofc Bodies , and 
with thefe two Intentions , that through it 
there may be an Intention of hardning and 
firing 5 which is attained to by an Ignitioui 
Repetition of Calcination upon them 5 of which 
it is expedient We fhould Difcourfe , in the 
following Treatife * For We find that they 
are manifeftly hardned by that Ingenuity . 

But the Can fe of the Invention of the Cal- 
cination of Spirits , is, that they may the bet- 
ter be fixed , and be the more eafily diffolved 
into Water. Becaufe every kind of Things 
Calcined is more fixed than the not Cal- 
cined , and of eafier Solution ; and becaufe 
the P arts of the Calcinate more fiibtiliated by 
F ire 9 are more eafily mixed with Waters 7 and 
turned into Water. And this you will find fo. 
to be , if you be experienced. The C alcinath 
on pf other Things , is fubfervient to the JSxM. 
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gency of the Preparation of Spirits and Bodies s 
oF which Preparation We fhall fpeak more at 
large in the following. But any of thefe Things 
or fuch as thefe , is not of P erf Min. * 

Therefore the way or Method of Calcinati- 
on is diverfe, by reafon of the Diverjity of 
things to be calcined. For Bodies are other- 
wife calcined, than Spirits , or other "Things. 
And Bodies diverfe each from other , are 
like wife* diverfly calcined. For foft Bodies 
have one General way, according to the In- 
tention of Calcination , viz.. that both may be 
calcined by F ire only 5 and by the uicuity of 
Salt prepared or not prepared, both likewife, 
Therefore, the firft Calcination by IFire only, 
is thus prepared : You muft have a T^effel of 
Jron or Earth , formed after the fimilitude of 
a Porringer, the ftrucfture of which muft be 
ver y firm, and fitted to the Furnace of Calci- 
nation, in fuch wife, that under it the Co alt 
may be caft in and blowed* Thefe being thus 
ordered, you muft caft in Eead or *1 in into 
your f^ejfel, which muft be firmly fet upon a 
I rivet of Iron, or on three Stone-Columes , and 
likewife furely faftned to the Walls of its 
furnace , with three or four Stones fet in ftiff 
between the F umacc-Jides and the Vejfel , that 
it may not be ftirred. The Figure of the 
furnace muft be the fame with the Form of the 
furnace of great Ignition, of which mention is 
made above, and fhall more fully be decla- 
red in the following* Therefore in that F ur- 
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nace kindle Fire under your V^ejfel of Suhlirt 
mat ion , fufficient for F ufion of the Body to 
be calcined. And when the Body fhall, by 
heat of Fire, contract a BLick. skin upon it* 
gather that off from it by a Slice , or other 
fit Instrument of Iron or Stone , that will not 
permit it lelf to be burnt to the Infection of 
the Calx . This drawing off, or taking off 
the Skin , muft fb long be continued, as until 
the whole Body be con verted to Powder. If 
it be Saturn , a greater Fire muft be admini- 
ftred, until the Calx be changed into a Colour 
moft yellow or red. If it be Jupiter, it muft 
likewife be expoled and continued in the Fire, 
until the Calx be changed into compleat Whiter 
nefs. 

Yet in this We would have the Artificer to 
be well advifed, that Saturn is eafily reduced 
from its Calx 5 but Jupiter moft difficultly. 
..Therefore, let him be careful, that he err not 
in expofing Saturn , after its firft Pulverization 
to too great a. Fire, and lo reduce the Calx 
into Body, before it is perfected. For he needs 
Temperance of tire, and that leifiirely aug- 
mented by degrees, with Caution , until it be 
confirmed in its Calx s proving not fb eafily 
reducible, that a greater Fire may be admi- 
niftred to it, for compleatly perfecting its 
Calx . Likewife, he muft be careful, that he 
err not in Jupiter , by reafon of its difficult 
Reductions 16, that when he intends to reduce 
jbs Calx , he And it not reduced > but in its 
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former condition, or turned into Glafs ; and 
thence he conclude its Reduction impoffible. 
For We fay, if a great Fir* be not admini- 
itred, in the Redaction of Tin , it reduceth 
not i and if a great Fire be adminiftred, 
it doth not neceflariiy happen, that it fliall be 
reduced 5 but *tis poflible it may be converted 
to Glafs . And that is, becaufe Jupiter, in the 
profundity of its Nature , hath the fugitive 
Subfiance of ^irgentuvue included : which, if 
kept long in Fire , flies away , and leaves the 
Body depriyed of Humidity 5 fo that it is found 
more apt for Vitrification, than to be con- 
verted to the Fuji on of a Ale tallied Body . For 
every Thing deprived of its proper Humidity 
gives no other than a Vitrificatory Fufion. 
Whence it neceflariiy follows, that the Artifi 
muft haften to reduce it fwiftly, with the fpeedy 
force of a violent Fire: for otherwife it is not 
reduced. Therefore let him pra&ice therein, 
and he will come to the Knowledg thereof 
The way of Calcination of thefe two Bodies, 
Which is performed by the Acuity of Salt, is. 
Chat Quantity after Quantity of Salt be very 
often caft upon them in their Fufion , and per- 
mixed by much agitation with a Rod of Iron 
over the Fire, until by mixtion of the Salt 
they be turned into Atfhes. And afterward, 
by the fame way of Perfection, the Calxes of 
them are perfeded, with their Confederations. 
But in this alfo there is difference in the Cat - 
t of thefe two Bodieu For bead, with 
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the firft labours of Calcinatitn , is more eafiiy 
converted to Povpder than Tin ; yet the Calx 
of it is not more eafiiy perfected, than the 
Calx Of Tn. The Caufe of this Dizrerfety is, becaufe 
Saturn hath a more fixed Humidity than Jupiter ■. 

Of Venus and Alars , the way of Calcination 
is one ; yet diverfe from the former, by rea-; 
fbn of the difficulty of their EiqueJ aftionl 
And it is this, either of thefe Bodies reduced 
into Plates , muft be heat red hot, but not 
melted. For, by reafbn of the great Quanti- 
ty of Earthinefs in them, and the large Mea- 
fure they have of aduftive and flying Sulphts- 
reity , they are eafiiy this way deduced into 
Calx . And that therefore is, becaufe by rea-^ 

Ion of much Earthinefs , mixt with the Sul>* 
ftance of ^€rgent e vi've, the due continuation 
of jirgentvwe is difturbed. Therefore Porofity 
is caufed in them, through which the Sulpbu~ 
relty pafling may fly away 5 and the Fir*?,. by. 
that Means having accefs to it, burn and e^ 
levate the fame. Whence it comes to pafe, 
that the Parts are made more rare, and through, i 

Difcfontinuity of the Rarity converted ifl to j 

AJhes. The Experience of this is manifeft* 
becaufe Plates of Copper expofed to Ignition % 
yield a Sulphureous Flame , and caufe pulveri- 
zable Scales in their Superficies. And that 
therefore is, becaufe from the Parts more nigh, 
a more eafie combuftion of Sulphur muft ne- 
ceffarily be made. J 

But the Form of the Furnace of this Calci - \ 
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i nation, is the fame with the F orbs of the F ut- 
nace of Difiillatian y only that this mu ft have 
one great hole left in the Crown of it, whence 
it may free it felf from F umafities. And the 
Site of Things to be calcined, muft be in the 
midft of the Furnace, that the Fire may have 
free, accefs to them round about. But the 
Vejfel muft be of Earth, made in the form of 
3, Porringer or deep Dijh* 

The way pf Calcination of Spirits, is , that 
to them approaching to Fixation be adminiftred 
Wire , gradually, and very Icifurely m created* 
that they fly not, until thev he able tofuftain 
the greateft F ire. Their Ncjfel muft be round, 
every way doted , and their Furnace the 
fame with this laftly mentioned. With a like 
Wurnace , and like N effel, every Thing is like- 
wife calcined. Yet We are excufed from 
greater Labour, than what muft be imploy- 
<*JTin preventing their Flight : becaufe other 
Things (unlefs Spirits , and what is nigh to the 
Nature pf Spirits') fly not. 


C H A P. XV. 

Of So hit ion, and its Caufe . 

N OW We intend to fipeak of Solution. So- 
lution is the Reduction of a Dry Thing 
into Water. Therefore, We fay, that every 
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perfection o f Solution is compleated with fub^ 
tile Waters , and efpecially the acute, and {harp, 
and faline Waters y having no Feces $ as is H>i2 
{tilled Ninegar, Sowre Grapes , Tears of very 
great fharpnefs, Tomegranets , and the like of 
thefe diftilled. ^ 

The Caufe of the Invention of this, was the 
Subtiliation of thofe Things, which ^neither 
have Fuji on nor Ingrefs 3 by which was loft the 

f reat Utility of fixed Spirits , and of thofe 
hings which are of their Mature «' For every 
Thing which is diffolved , muft neceffarily 
have the Mature of Salt , or of - dllom , or of 
their like. And the Nature of them is, that 
they give F ufion before their Nitrification* 
Therefore Spirits diflolved will likewife giv$ 
like F ufion. And fince they in their own Ma ■- 
ture, agree with Bodies , and each with other, 

F ufion being acquired, they muft by that ne- 
ceffarily penetrate Bodies , and penetrating 
tranfmute the fame. But they neither pene- 
trate, nor tranfmute, without ojgr Magiftery f, 
which is this, viz., that after Sol/itien arid Co - * 
agulation of the Body , to it be adminiftred 
fc^me one of the Spirits purified* mot fixed} 
and that fo often fublimed from it, as until 
it remain with it, and give to it a more fwi ft 
Fujian, and cotiferve the fame in F ufion from 
Nitrification . For the Nature of Spirits is, not 
to be vitrified, and to preferve tlfe 2 Mixture 
from Nitrification , as long as they are in it. 
Therefore the Spirit , which more retains the 
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Nature of Spirit s^ more defends from Vitrfl- 
tat ion. But a Spirit only purified, more pre- 
serves than a spirit purified, calcined, and dip* 
Iblved ; therefore there is a neceflity of mix- 
ing filch a Spirit with the Body* For from 
thcfe refults good Fuji on, and Ingrefs^ and firm 
Fixation . 

But^fV'e are able to prove, by the Works of 
Nature, that Things only holding the Nature 
of Salts , u 4 Homs, and the like, are Soluble. 
For confidering, We find in all her Works no 
other things to be diffolved, but them. There- 
fore, whatfoever are diffolved, they muft ne- 
ceffarily be diffolved by their Nature. Yet* 
becaufe We fee all Things truly calcined, to 
be diffolved, by Reiteration of Calcination , and 
Solution 5 therefore. We by that prove, that 
all Calcinates approach to the Nature of Salts , 
and uiUomSy therefore muft neceffarily be them- 
felves attended with thole properties. But 
the way of Solution is twofold, vizi, by hot 
t>ung, and by boy ling or hpt Water. Of both 
Which there is one Intention , and one Ejfetl. 

The Way of Dijfolving by Dung, is, that the 
Calcinate be put into a Glafs Vejfel , and upon 
the fame poured of diftitled Vinegar , or the 
like, double its weight , and the Mouth of 
the Vejfel well doled, that nothing may refpire 5 
and then this Matter , with its Vefiels, let in 
Mot Dung to be diffolved, and the Solution af- 
terwards by Filter feperated. But the not 
diffolved muft be again calcined,' and after 
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Calcination again in like manner diffolved, until 
by repeating the Labour, the whole be diffolved* 
7 The Way of Dijfo Iving by boy ling Water , is 
more fwift, and it is thus : The calcinate muft 
in like manner be put into its Vejfel , with Vine- 
car poured on it as before, and the Orifice 
well clofed , that nothing expire 3 then the 
Vejfel muft be fet, buryed in Straw, into a Pan 
full of Water, as in the Way of & flotation by 
Water, We before appointed - and afterward 
tyre kindled under it, until the Water boyl fof 
an hour. This being done, the Solution muft 
te Filtred, and kept apart. But the not dif- 
folved, again calcined, and-again in the fame 
manner dilfolved 3 until by repeating the La- 
bour, the whole be dilfolved* 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Of Coagulation, and its Caufes. and of 
: di*ver\'e 'ways of coagulating. Mercu- 
ry j duel of dtffol'ued Ale themes. . 

G Oagulation is the RedufHon of a Thing Fv- 
} quid, to a Solid S ub fiance * by Privation of 
the Humidity . But there is a twofol d Caufe 
of its Invention: one is , the Induration^ or 
Ijtirdningof i uHt'gentvive 5 theCrher Caufe Of ln-* 
bent i 0^2 is, the freeing of Medicines diftbltred, 
from t he Wat erin efi w i t h t hem admixed. Ttonei~ 
— ■» _ K fore 
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fore it is diverfified, according to the Multi- 
plicity of things to be coagulated* For Af- 
gentvive needs one Coagulation^ but 3 iflolved 
AFedi tines another. Yet there is a twofold 
Coagulation of Argentvive. One, by wafliing 
away, its* whole innate Humidity from it: the 
other, by lnfpijjation ( or thickning ) of its 
Humidity , until it be hardned. Yet it is a moll 
difficult and laborious Work to congeal it, even 
with the profoundnefs of clear lighted Indu- 
ftry . Therefore We will declare the whole In- 
genuity of its Coagulation. v 

Some thought the Ingenuity of its Coagu- 
lation was to. keep it. long in a temperate Fire t 
who when they fuppofed they had coagulated 
it, after removal of it from the Fire> found the 
fame to flow, as before. By which they were 
driven to amazement-and wonder* ftrenuoufty 
arguing, that this was not pofTible to be effected. 
But Others, from Natural Principles , fuppofing 
that every Humidity muft neceflarily by heat of 
Fire be converted into Drynefs , endeavoured 
with Infiancj&C P erf ever ance to continue theCo#- 
fervation of it in Fire ; and by this Continuati- 
on , they at !aft came to this, viz,, that fome 
of thefe AFcn converted it into a Wbite-Ston$, 
Others into a Red u and others into a Citric 
or yellow Stone , which neither had Fuji on, nor 
Ingtefs : and the Caufe of thefe JQiverfities they 
cohki not judg of, therefore caft it away. 

Others endeavoured to coagulate it with 
AFedscineSy and this they effected not * but it 
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proved a D elufion to them 5 either becaufe 
they coagulated it not, or becaufe it wasin- 
fenfibly extenuated 5 or their Coagulation was 
not in the form of any Body , And the Caufe 
of the Liver fity of thefe Things, they knew 
not. OthersS, compounding Artificial AFedi- 
cim> coagulated it in Projection 5 but their 
Ciagulation was not profitable, becaufe they 
converted it to an imperfedt Body: and the 
Caufe of this likewife could not fee. There- 
fore *ris expedient We fhould declare the Cau - 
(n of thefe Things, that the Artificer may 
come to the AFagi fiery of its Coagulation . 

Wherefore, as is already fufficiently decla- 
red by Us, the Subfiance of Argentvive is uni- 
form 5 wherefore it is not pofTible, in fhort 
Ipace of time, by keeping it in a conftantly 
continued Fire % to remove the Aquofity there- 
of. Therefore too much hafte was the Caufe 
of the firft Error. And being of a fubtile Sub - 
ftance , it recedes from the Fire 5 therefore 
exceffive Fire is the Caufe of the Error of thofe 
Men from whom it flies. It is eafily mixed 
With Sulphur y Arfnick^y and AFarchafite, by 
reafon of Community in theirNTature. There~ 
fore it appears to be coagulated by them 5 not 
into the form of a Body , but of Argentvive 
mixed with Eead. For thefe, being fugitive 1 , 
cannot retain it in the conteft of Fire , until it 
can attain to the Nature of a Body : but 
through the Impreflion of Fire^ they fly with 
iWherefbre that is the Caufe of the Error of 
: K % thof© 
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tfiofe who fo coagulate. Likewife, [Argent- 
v>*ve hath much Humidity united to it fejf, 
y which cannot pbfiibly be feparated from it) 
' unlefs by Violence of Fire warily adhibited, 
with Confervation of it it in its own Firu 
And they, by augmenting this its own Fir (i 
as far as it can bear, take away the Humi- 
dity of ^ Argentvive , leaving no part lufficient 
for Metallick^F ufion ; which being taken away, 
it cannot be melted. And this is the Cau[t 
of their Error f who coagulate it into a Stout 
not fufible. 

In 1’ke manher,^r^«fz'/‘z/^ hath Sulphureous 
Parcs naturally mixt with it 5 yet fome Ar- 
gentvive hath more, others fefs, which tore* 
move by Artifice is impoilible. Therefore, 
feeing it is the property of Sulphur, with er- 
gentvive , to create a red or citrine Colour ( ac* 
cording to its Meafure ) the ablation, or re- 
moval of that being made, the property of 
: Hrgentvive is by Fire to give a white ^ 

lour. This is therefore ther Caufe of theva- ! 
riety of Colours- \ after its Coagulation intoi 
Stone. Likewife it hath the Earthinefs of Sul- 
phur mixt with if, by which all its Coagula- 
tions muft ne'ceflarily be infedted. And thisis 
the Caufe of the Error of thofe, who coagu* 
me it into a perfect Body. Therefore it hap-l 
pens, from the Diverfity of the Medicines^ 
its Coagulation , that diverfe Bodies are cr&t- 3 
a ted in its Coagulation ; and froth the divert!* 
ty of that likewife, what is to? be coagilh* 
— ' - ted. 
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ted. For, if either the A Fedicine, or that, have 
a Sulphur not fixed, the Body created of it 
muft needs be foft. But if fixed, the Body 
muft neceffarily be hard. Alfb, if White , white ; 
and if Red } red. And if the Sulphur be remils 
from White , or Red 7 the Body iikewife muft 
needs be remifs ; and if Earth , the Body is im- 
perfect, if not, not fo. Alfb every not fixed » 
Sulphur creates a livid Body ; but the fixed, as 
much as in it lies, not. And the pure Sub- 
ftance of it creates a pure Body , the not pure, 
not fo. 

Alfb the fame Diverfity doth in like manner 
happen in ^Argentvive alone, without the Com^ 
mixtion of Sulphur , by reafon of the Diver- 
fity of Adundification , and Preparations of it 
in Medicines . Therefore an Illufion happens 
from the part of the Diverfity of the Medi- 
cines \ £b that fbmetimes in the Coagulation of 
it, it is made Lead> fbmetimes 7/w, lometimes 
Copper , and fbmetimes Iron : which happens 
by reafon of Impurity. And fbmetimes Gold 
or Silver is made thence; which muft needs 
proceed from Purity 7 with Canfidcration of the 
Colours . 

• But Hrgentvive is coagulated by the frequent 
Precipitation of it with violence to the for- 
cible Heat of ftrong Fire. For the ^Afperity 
of Fire eafily removes it Alquofity. And this 
work is belt done by a Fefiel of a great length, 
in the fides of which it may find place to cobL 
and adhere, and (by reafon of the length of 
: . K 3 the 
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the V^effel ) to abide, and not flye , until it 
can be again .precipitated to the Fiery Bottom 
of the fame * which mult always hand very 
hot, with great Ignition : and the fame Pre* 
c ip it at ion be continued, till it be totally fixed, 
It is alfo coagulated with long and conftant 
Retention in Fire 9 in a G la fit V’effel with a very 
% long Neck^ and round Belly * the Orifice of 
the Flecks being kept open, that the Humidi . 
ty may vanifh thereby. Alfo it is coagulated 
by Medicine convenient for it .* and that we 
will declare to you more plainly ijj the fol- 
lowing. And here like wife, that we may de- 
clare our compleat Intention relating to it, ac- 
cording as We have found by Experience , We 
fay, that the Medicine of it is that, which molt 
nearly adheres to it in its profundity* and be- 
fore its flight is commixed with it through- 
out its leaft parts. Therefore there is a ne- 
ceflity of collecting that from Things conve- 
nient to it, or agreeing with the fame. Of 
this kind are all Bodies , and Sulphur and a4rf 

But, becaufe We fee not any of the Bodet 
in its FJature to coagulate it, but it to fly 
from them/ of how great conveniency fbever 
they be* We have therefore confidered, that 
no Body adheres to it in its inmoft parts. Where- 
fore, that Medicine mult needs be of a more 
fubtile Subflance 9 and more liquid Fufion 9 than 
Metals themfelves are. Alfo, by Spirits ; re- 
maining in their Nature , We fee not a Coagu * 

l at ion 
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Ution of it to be made, that is firm and Gar- 
ble j but fugitive and of much Infection. Which 
indeed happens, by reafbn of the flight of 
Spirits * but the other ? from the Commixtion 
of the aduftible and earthy Subfiance of them. 
Therefore, hence it ismanifeftly evident, that 
from whatfbever Thing the Medicine thereof is 
extraCted,that mult neceffarily be of a molt Tub- 
tile and molt pure Subfiance , of its own Nature 
adhering to it, and of J Liquefaction moft eafie, 
and thin as Water * and alfo be fixed againft 
the violence of Fire . For this will coagulate 
it, and convert the fame either into a Solar 
pr Lunar Nature* 

Thus we have fhewed you the Properties of 
the Medl cine , by which you may attain to it * 
and this we have determined in a very pro- 
per Speech . Therefore ftudioufly exercife your 
felf thereabout, and you will find it. But that 
you may not blame Us, as if We had not 
fufficiently fpoken thereof. We fay, that this 
Medicine is extracted from Metallic^ Bodies 
themfelves, with their Sulphur , or uirfnick^ 
prepared .• likewife from Sulphur alone, or ^4xf- 
nick, prepared * and it may be extracted from* 
Bodies only. But from ^Lrgentvizhe alone it is 
more eafily, and more nearly, and more per- 
fectly found * becaufe Nature more amicably 
ernbraceth its proper Nature , and in it more 
rejoyceth , than in an extraneous Nature . 
And in it is facility of Extraction of the Subfbanc* 
thereof, feeing it already hath a Subfiance fub- 
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tile in Hit. But the Ways of acquiring thi$ 
Adedicine are by Sublimation , as is by us fiiffi- 
ciently declared. And the way of fixing it, 
is likewile (hewed in its Chapter. But the way 
of coagulating Things dilfolved, is by a Glafs 
placed in ^djhcs up to its Neck., and tempe- 
rate Eire adminiftred thereunto, until their 
u£qtiofity vanifh. 


C H A P. XVII. 

Of Fixation, at;d its Caufes , and of 
the diver fe zz?aj>s of fixing Bodies and 
Spirits. 

F ixation is the convenient difpofing a Fu- 
gitive Thing, to abide and fiiltain the Fire, 
The Caufe of the Invention of this Fixation,\s y 
that every TinCture, and every ^Iteration , may 
be perpetuated in the Thing altered, and not 
changed. ^ But it alfo is diverfified according 
to the JDiverfiry of Things to be fixed 5 which 
♦are certain Bodies diminifhed from Perfection, 
as Saturn , Jupiter , Mars, and V^enus : and aor 4 
cording to the Diverfhy of Spirits alfb, which 
are Sulphur and ^irfnick^ in one Degree, and 
uirgentvive in another * but Marchafite, Mag-, 

ne fi a * dTutia, and the like of thefe, in the 
third, ' 

Therefore thefe Bodies diminifhed from per- 
r feeiton 
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fed ion, are fixed by their Calcination 5 becaufe 
thereby they are freed fronV their Volatile and 
corrupting Sulphur eity. And this We have 
Sufficiently . declared in the Chapter of Calci- 
nation . But Sulphur and a4r[nick^ are fixed 
two ways, viz,, by Reiteration of their Sub- 
limation in the V'ejfel uiludel, until they remain 
fixed. Therefore, according to this, the In- 
tention of haftening the Fixation of them, is, 
that the Invention of repeating a manifold 
Sublimation in a fhort time, be obferved there- 
in ; which Reiteration is made by two Hludels, 
with their two Heads or Covers , in the fob- 
lowing Order , that you may never ceafe from 
the Work. °f Sublimation, until you have fix- 
ed them. Therefore, fo foon as they have 
afcerded in one Veffel, put them into the other 5 
and fo do continually, never fuffering' them 
long to abide adhering to the fides of ei- 
ther V'ejfd ; but conftantly . keep them in the 
Elevation of Fire , until the Elevation of them 
ceafeth. For, the~ fooner you can multiply 
the manifold Repetitions of Sublimation , the 
more fwiftly and better will you abbreviate 
the time of its Fixation ♦ For this Caufe , there 
was a**(econd way of Fixion found out, 
which is by precipitating of it fiiblimecLinto 
Heat ^ that««it may conftantly abide therein, 
until it be fixed. And this is done by a long 
Glafs V'ejfd , the Bottom of which ( made of 
Earth? not of Gl fs, becaufe that would crack) 
muft be artificially connexed with good Luting 5 
J and 
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and the afceiiding Adatter , when it adheres to 
the Stdes of the V’ejfel , with a Spatula, of Iron 
or Stone , thruft down to the Heat of the Bot - 
Tom , and this Precipitation repeated , till the 
whole be fix£d. 

The way of fixing a4 rgenirvive , is the lame 
with the way of Fixation of Sulphur and 
^4rf nickel and thefe ways differ not, unlefs that 
Sulphur and ^ Irfnick l cannot be fixed , if their 
molt thin infiamable Farts , be not feparated 
from them , with the liibtile Artifice of FhvU 
fion , by this ultimate way of Fixation ♦ But 
\Argentyive hath not this Confederation , there- 
fore, in this Afethod , they need a more tem- 
perate Heat than ~Argentvi<ue % In like manner 
they are diverfified , becaufe thefe mult bee- 
levated higher , by reafon of their ilownels, 
than udrgentvive 5 and alio becaule they are 
fixed in longer time than it. Therefore they 
require a longer Feffel for their Fixation than 
u&rgent'vive. 

* The Fixation of Adarchajite , Adagnejia r and 
Tuts a , is , that after the fir ft Sublimation of 
tfferm is finilhed , cafting away their Feces y 
We reiterate their Sublimation , fo often re- 
turning what afeends upward , to thht which 
remains below , of either of them, until they 
t>c fixed. The Defer ip t ton of the V^effels of thefe* 
Is already given, 

CHAR 
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C H A P. XVII L 

Oj Ceratioh , and its CauJfe, 

C Miration is the mollification of an hard 
4 Thing y not fufible unto Liquefaction. Hence 
it is manifeft, that the Caufe of the Invention of 
this , was , that the Adatter which had no*; 
Ingrefs into the Body for alteration , by reafon 
of P rivation of its Liquefalhotty might be molli- 
fied fo as to flow, and have Ingrefs 5 therefore * 
fbme thought Ceration was to be made with 
Liquid Oyls and Waters : but that is erroneous, 
and wholly remote from the Principles of this 
Natural Adagiflery , and reproved by the ma- 
nifeft V'F'orks of Nature . For We find not in 
thofe Adetallick^ Bodies , that Nature hath po- 
fited an Humidity foon terminable ; but rather 
long durable , for the neceflity of their Fufion 
and Afollif cation 5 becaufe, if fhe had-infited 
in them an Humidity foon terminable , it would 
neceflarily follow^that the Bodies nmft be totally 
deprived of it , in one only Ignition . Whence 
alfoitwould follow, that every Body could _ ne- 
ther be hammered nor melted, after one Ignition. 

Wherefore , -imitating the W or kj of Nature 
as much as We can. We mu ft neceflarily fol^ 
low her Way in Cerating . She Cerates in the 
Radix of fufible Things , with an Humidity , 

whiclf 
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which is above all Humidities ^ able to fuftain 
the Heat of Fire : therefore it is neceffarily 
expedient for Us alfb, to cerate with like 
Humidity : But this Operative Humidity is no 
thing better , more poflibly, and more near- 
ty found , than in thefe , viz., in Sulphur, and 
in atrfnick^ nearly * but more nearly in 4r - 
'genivive. Therefore We fee not the Humidity 
of thefe to leaye their Barth , by reafon of the 
ilrong Union , which they have in the Workjsl 
the Alixtion of Mature * But in all other 7 kings 
Jhaving Humidity , by Experience you will find, 
that the fame is feparated in Refolution from 
their Earthy Subfiance 5 and after Separation 
thereof, that they are deprived of att Humi- 
dity. Yet in the Spirits aforefaid , it is not fo, 
Therefore, there is no other ‘Thing , by which 
We may be excufedfrom taking them in the 
Worh_ of Ceration. 

The way of Ceration by them is , that the 
Sublimation of them be fb often multiplied up- 
on the Thing to be Cera ted, until remaining 
with their Humidity in it , they give good 
Eujion . Yet this cannot be effected , before 
the perfect cleanfing cf them, from every 
corrupting Thing. But it feems better tome, 
that the Oyls of thefe fhould be firft fixed, by 
Qyl of Tartar , and every Ceration , competent 

and neceflary for this a4rt, be made with them! 

1 ' * 

The end of the Fzrfl Book of GEBER 
r of the Sum of Perfection , or of the 
1 PerfeCt Magiftery. 
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The Second Book 

Of the Sum of 

T E R F E P T 1 O „ 

OR OF THE 

<P EFFECT M4qiSTE c HX 

The AUTHORS PREFACE, 

Dividing this Second Book into 

Three Parts* 

T He r Difcotirfe of the Frintif les of 
this Magiftery being compleated, 
TVe muft iieceQariky ( etc cor ding 
to Our Promiie ) exactly pro fecute th^ 
Intent of this Art, in ^'Speech cotitpe- 
nient and proper t hereunto. " Which In- 
tent is , ^^onfideratiofl of every Thing, 
jby gjuhicfac the Perfection oj thz s Work: 
may more manifejlly ke]flje<wed. j&Sid 
it is a Co-q {iteration of -.the' necejjity of 
'Perfection of the Medicine , viz, H&w 
• if. i may % he underfood from ^hitf thing 
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that may heft and more nearly he. ex~ 
trailed , for the intire Perfection of the 
JriiperfeCfc. dlnd it is likewife a Con- 
fideration of the Artifices , hy 'which We 
may knoi&j whether the Perfection be 
comp leaf y or not. Therefore the fie Three 
being delivered \ the whole Knowledge 
cf Perfection will he defer ihe d , accord 
difig to the Exigency of Our Art. 


The Firft Part of this Second Book, Of 
the Knowledge of Things ± whereby 
the poffibility and way of ‘Perfection 
may be underftood. 



^that the Knowledge of Perfection of 
"this Art , depends on the Knowledge? 
of the Nature of Spirits an^Bodies^Sc. 

V ■ „ - 

I T is not poflibfe to know the Ttfhtfmutatidns 
of Bodies , or Of \Argent*uive , unleft the 
Knowledge of the Nature of them according 
tp their Radix es , be well utipreffed in the 
Mind of the airtifi. Therefore We will firft 

notific 
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hbtifie the Principles of Bodies , viz,. What 
they are according to their Caufes , and what 
Coodor Evil they Contain in themfelves. But 
afterward We Will (hew the Natures of all 
thole Bodies , with all their Properties ^ viz,^ 
What are the Caufes of the Corruption of them * 
proving the fame by their Experiences . 



CHAP. II. 


Of the Nature cf Sulphur and Arlhick. 

T Herefore firft, inferring the Nature of 
Spirits , which are the Principles of thote 
Bodies 5 We fay, that Sulphur and trfnici \ are 
a Fatnefsof the Earth , as above is declared 1 
the Experience and manifeft Probation of which 
Jrou may gather , from its eafie Infatuation , 
and the eafie Liquefaction thereof by Neat. For 
nothing is inflamed , but what is oleaginous* 
Qf melts eafiiy by Heat , unlefs it hath th<^ 
Nature thereof. Therefore Sulphur , and its 
Compeer , have an inflam able Subfiance ^ and 
Earthy Feculency , the Caufe of their Corrupts -* 
on. But they have a per fe<fting middle Caufe, 
Viz*, between this and that, Earthynefs in it 
ip, the Caufe of Corruption, becaufe it neither 
ttath Fufioh , nor Ingrefs : and the Inflam able 
^ub fiance likewife \ becauffe, it neither Hands 
in Fire y nor makes to ftand j and becaufe 

from? 
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from every kind of it , it yields Blacky efi 
Therefore their middle Subfiance is the Cauje 
pf Perfection in them j becaufe by its Earthy- 
nefs it is not Kindred from Ingrefs , which is 
perfected by good Fufion r and by the Subtility 
6Fit, its Impteffion is not eafily removed for 
Flight. Yet the Middle Subfiance of them is 
not the C dufe of Perfection of Bodies , or of 
udrgenivive , unlefs it be fixed* Which being 
not fixed , although its Impr?JJion is not eafily 
removed , yet it is not ftabiy perpetuated. 
Hence it is manifeft ■, , that the Artifi muftne- 
celfarily divide the Middle Subflance thereof. 
Butfbjne have thought it impoilible to divide 
the , fame by. reajfbn of its firo'ng Mixtion . 
And indeed Vtftev oppofed their own manifeft 
Works. - \ ^ 

For they calcined Sulphur , although . nof 
mnch , fo that it had neither Fufion nor fhfla-' 
mat ion. But ?tjia£ muft neceffarily happen by- 
jpivifion 5 btcauie Sulphur remaining in its" 
Nufural Comm lotion muft unavoidably be’in- 1 
flamed, and burned. Therefore by the Divifion 
pjf divers Subfiances in it, *cis apparent , 'thatj 
(in the fa me ^Artffi ce) the more in flam able part 
of it, is feparated from the Parts not.inflama/ 
ble. For if,in v be ppllible , by Calcination, tiS 
Cppie t.o xHe Removal of all Inflamable Parts. 
i&\^t , ' they Vputff. neceflarify . confefs 
tlp^ir own Natural Worths , tha c .every Dlvifiotk 
9f T £*rts i s, ^poflSbft/to be a tftaj ned. But. be^* 

Capfe this depends on moil fubtile Artifice 'l 
they ‘thought it to be impofhble. There- 
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Therefore, from the above prefni (fed * it is 
‘vident , that Sulphur is riot of the Ferity of 
jar Art , but a part thereof. And .We iiarVe 
now brought you to the Knowledge of the 
Artifice , by which it is poffible to come tb 
the Divifion thereof. But in Atrfnick, becaufb 
in the Radix of its Minera , by the AClion of 
Nature , many inflamable parts of it are re- 
vived , therefore the Artifice of its Separate 
in is eafie. Yet that is the Fin Cl are of Whitenefs , 
bat Sulphur of Rednefs. Therefore it is need- 
ful, that great Caution fhould be ufed in the 
D ivifion of Sulphur. 


CHAP. III. 

Of the Nature of Mercury, or Argent^ 
vive. 


|N Argentvive likewife , there is a neceflity 
1 of removing Superfluities, For it hath Caufel 
Of Corruption , viz*. An Earthy Subfiance , 
and Adufiible Waterinefs without lnflamation . 
Yet fbme have thought it not to have any 
fuperfluous Earth , and Zlncleannefs 5 but What 
ihhought by them is vain. For We fee it to 
oonfift of much Lividnefs , and not of White - 
tifs. And We likewife fee the Black and Fe- 
utkut Earth to be feparated from it with ea- 
Artifice , by a Eavation , the Method of 

L Which 
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which We will Chew. But becaufe We are 
that to acquire a twofold Perfection y viz., Tc 
make a Medicine , and to perfect it j therefore 
We muft neceffarily prepare the fame by the 
Degree of a twofold Mundation 5 for two 
Gleanings of Mercury are neceffary. One, by 
Sublimation for the Medicine ., and this is here 
fhewed 3 and the other, by a Lav ament for Cm- 
gulation 3 and that alfo fhall be fhewed. For, 
if We would create Medicine of it, then there 
is a neceflity to cleanfe it from the Fee* 
lency of its Earthinefs by Sublimation 5 leaft it 
create a Livid dolour in Projection : and alfo 
to remove its Fugitive IVaterinefs , leaft it 
make the whole Aedicine Fugitive in VrojcClion\ 
and to keep fafe the middle Subjtance thereof, 
for Medicine : Of which the property is not 
to be burned , and to defend from dombuftio n, 
and not to flie it felf $ and alfo to make fixed, 
Therefore We prove that to be a P erfeftive, 
by many Experiences . For We fee Argentvm 
more .nearly to adhere to Argentvive , and 
to be more beloved by the fame 3 but next to 
it is Gold , and after that Silver . 

Wherefore, hence it follows, that A rgent- 
vive is more friendly to its own Nature : but 
We fee other Bodies not to have fo great Con- 
formity to it, and therefore We in very deed 
find them lefs to partake of the Nature there- 
of. And whatfoever Bodies We fee more. to 
defend from Aduftion , thofe We coniider.rfo 
poflefs more the Nature of it. Therefore 'tis 

manifeft 
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tnanifeft , that */. irgcntvive is the PerfeUive and 
Salvative of Aduftion , which is the th e Ulti- 
mate of Perfection. 

But the Second Degree of Mundation y is for 
its Coagulation . And the wafhing away of its 
j "Earthinefs for one Day only , is fufficient for 
it. The Afethod of which Wafhing is this z 
Take an Earthen Difh , and into it put your 
Argentvive # upon which pour only fo much 
of moft ftrong Vinegar , or any other like 
Things as will be fufficient to cover it. Then 
fet the Difh over a gentle Fire , that the whole 
may be warm and not too hot 3 and ftir it 
continually with your Fingers on the Bottom 
of the Difh , that the Argentvive may be di- 
vided in the likenefs of a fubtile white Pow- 
der , until the whole Vinegar be evaporated, 
and the Mercery revived. After you fee the 
Vinegar to come off feculent and black , calf 
that away, and wafhthe Mercury with freffi 
Vinegar 3 repeating this Wafhing , until you fee 
the dolour of its Earthinefs to be perfectly 
changed into a clear dolour , mixt with a 
white and coeleftine dolour , which is a fign 
Qf perfed Wafting. Therefore when it comes 
to that, projedupon it the Medicine of doa - 
gulation , and it will be doagulated into a So- 
or Lunifickj according as the Medicine 
Was prepared 5 the Narration of which We 
fet down in the following. From what is now 
mentioned , *tis manifeft , that Argentvive is 
not PerfeCtive in its Nature 3 but that is* which 

L. 2 i s 
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is produced of it by Our Artifice'. Arid fo 
likewife is it in Sulphur and its C ompeer. There- 
fore in thefe it is not poflible Naturally to fob 
low Nature , but by Our Natural Artifice. 


CHAP. IV. 

Of the Nature of Marchafite * Magnefia, 

■ afidT\xti&* 

B Ut there is a fteceflity We fhould alfo trea( 
of other Spirits , viz*. Marchafite* 
nefia , and Tutia , fnaking great Imprejfion iri 
Bodies. Therefore, what they are, with their 
Probations , We fhall fhew in the prefent Chap, 
Marchafite hath in its Creation a two fold Sub- 
fiance , viz*, of Argentvive mortified and ap- 
ptoaching to Fixation , and of burning Sulphur ; 
That it hath Sulphureity We find by manifeft' 
Fxperience : for when it is Sublimed , a manifeft 
burning fulphureous Subjlance proceeds from 
it, and the Sulphureity of it is likewife found 
without Sublimation. For if it be put into the 
Fire , it is no fooner red hor, but it is inflamed 
with a Sulphureous' Flame* and Burns. Alfo, it 
is fenfibly manifcfted , that it hath the Sub- 
fiance of Argentvive • for it gives to F'eutu 
* the Whiten efs of pure Silver , as alfo to Argent- 
*&*ve 5 and We fee it, in its Sublimation to yield 
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a Ceelefiine Colour \ and to have a manifeft 
jlietallick^ Lucidity. All which make the Art i ft 
certainly to know, that it contains in its Radix 
thefe Subfiances. 

Alfb , you may manifeftly prove by the fame 
Experiences , that Magnefia hath a more tur- 
bid Sulphur , and an Argentvive more earthy 
and feculent; and that the fame Sulphur is 
likewife more fixed , and lefs inflamable : and 
it is more approximate to the Nature of Mars. 
But Tutia is the fume of White Bodies ; and this 
is evidenced by manifeft Probation. For the 
Tame of the Mixtion of fupiter and Venus^ ad-, 
hereing .to the Sides of the Forges , or Furnaces 
of Artificers Working in thofe Metals , makes 
the fame Imprejfion as it. And what a Metallic 
Fume doth not , without the Admxtion of 
fome Body , the fame this likewife effects nor. 
Therefore, feeing this Fume is of White Bodies* 
the White cannot C it r 'mate or Colour Bodies* but 
the Red. For Citrinity or Tellownefs , is no o- 
ther , than a determinate Proportion of White 
and Red. Therefore it , by reafon of its Subti- 
lity , more penetrates the Profundity of the 
Body : and confequently more alters , than 
its own Body ; and more adheres in the Exa- 
men with fmall Artifice * as is now declared tQ 
to you. Wherefore , what Bodies fbever are 
altered by the JTcrtue of Argcntvive* or of SuF 
pbur , prof the like of thefe , muft neceflarily 
be’altered : becaufe thefe only communicate in 
JIature to thofe Bodies . 

' l 3 CHAR 
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CHAP. y. 

Of the Nature of Sol, or Gold. 

of Bodies , We will more amply de- 
e a. rJ 6 .. . C ‘ ntimate Nature of them. And 

u Ut afterward of Ltin « , and then 
of all the other, according as ftiall bethought 

expedient , with their Probations- which are 
acquired by Experiment . 

* S ° l is , created °f the molt fubtile Subfiance of 
Argentvvve , and of molt clear fixture ; and 
or a lmall Subfiance of Sulphur clean * and of 
pure Rednefs , fixed , clear , and changed 
from its own Nature, tinging that. And be- 

C c U o. e . re happens a Diverjity in the Colursol 
that Sulphur , the Citrinity ( or Tellownefs) of 
Cold mull needs have a like Diverfity For 
lorne is more intenfe , other lefs in Yellownefi 
That Gold is of the molt fubtile Subfiance of 
udrgent-vi-ye is moll evident , becaufe airgeM- 
'vvue ealily retains it. For u^rgentutve retains 
not any Thing , that is not of its own Nature 
And that it hath the clear and clean Subfiance 
of that , is manifelt by its fplendid and radiant 
Brtghtnejs , manifelting it felf not only in the 
» hut alio in the Night. And that it hath 
a fixed Substance void of all burning Sulphured r, 
is evident by every Operation of it in Fire ': 

for. 
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for it is neither diminifhed nor inflamed. And 
that it is tinging Sulphur ^is manifeft by this,v&* 
that being mixt with *Argent r vi r ve % it transforms 
the fame into a Red Colour 5 and being fublimed 
with ftrong Ignition from Bodies , fo that the 
S ubfiance of them afcends, with that it crem- 
ates a moft Yellow Colour. Therefore, ftis ap- 
parent^ that when its Subfiance is pure, it cre- 
ates a pure Colour 5 but when not pure,an impure* 
Colour. But he who requires a fign of the 
"Probation of its Yellownefs , wants his Senfe 3 be- 
caufe that is difcerned by fight. 

Therefore the moft fubtile Subfiance of ^Ar- 
gentvive brought to Fixation , and the purity 
of the fame, and the moft fubtile Matter of 
Sulphur , fixed and not burning, is the whole 
EJfential AYatter of Gold. But in it is found a 
greater Quantity of ^irgentvive y than of Sul - 
fhur ; wherefore u*. Irgentvive hath greater In- 
grefs into it. For* tins caufe, whatfoever Bo - 
dies you would alter, alter them according 
to this Exemplar 3 that you may deduce them 
to the Equality thereof. The way to effect 
which. We have now given. For Gold having 
fubtile and fixed Parts , thofe Parts could in 
its Creation be much condenfed : and this was 
the Caufe of its great Weight. But, by great 
TfecoUbion made by JSlaturey a leifurely and gra- 
duate Refolution of it was made, together 
with good Infpijfation , and its ultimate Mixti- 
on , that it might melt in the Fire . 

From the fore-going a tis evident ? that a large 
' L, 4 Quantity 
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^Quantity of J4rgentvive is CW#/<? of Perfeftm, 
but much of Sulphur is Caufe of Corruption, 
And 'Uniformity in Subfiance , which through 
the Adixtion is made in Natural Deco6lion% 
Caufe of Perfection ; but Diverfity in Subflam 
is Caufe of Corruption . And Induration (or 
JFIardning') and Infpijfat ion, which is made by 
long and temperate Deco £1 ion, is Cauje of Per w 
m felt ion; but the contrary of Corruption. There- 
fore, if Sulphur fhall not duly fall upon that 
j rlrgentvizfe % diverfe Corruptions mult neceffari- 
ly be inferred, according to the Diveriity of 
|t. For the Sulphur , which falls upon it fix- 
ed, may not be all aduftible, or all aduftible 
?lnd flying, in the Nature of Sulphur 5 or fly- 
ing, and not in the Nature of Sulphur ? or 
hold part of the flying, and part of the fixed* 
P r in part -hold the Nature of Sulphur , and in 
part not j or be all clean, or half unclean* 
or be of much or little Quantity : of much 
excelling in the Mixture , or of little Jguan* 
iity excelled in it 5 or neither overcoming, 
nor overcome? or white, or red, or between 
both. Therefore, from all thefe Diverjities, 
there was a neceflity that diverfe Bodies , and 
the like of thefe, fhould be created in Nature^ 
AH which Diverfities We intend to fpeak of 
.with manifeft Probations . 
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CHAP. VI. 

Of the Nature of Luna, or Silver* 

T herefore, *tis now clear from the prece- 
dent, that if clean, fixed, red, and clear 
Sulphur fall upon the pure Subfiance of Urgent- 
vive ( being it felf not excelling, butoffmall 
Quantity , and excelled ) of it is created pure 
Gold. But if the Sulphur be clean, fixed, white 
and clear, which falls upon the Subfiance of 
jirgentvive, pure Sdver is made, if in Jguan^ 
tity it exceed not : yet this hath a Purity fhort 
of the Purity of Gold , and a more grofs In- 
fpijfation than Gold hath* The Sign of which, 
is, that its Parts are not fo condenfed, as that 
it can be equal in Weight to Gold$ nor hath 
it fo fixed a Subfiance as that : the Sign of 
this is, its Diminution in Fire , and the Sul- 
phur of it? which is neither fixed, nor incom- 
buftible, is the Caufe of that Diminution . But 
it is not impoflible, or improbable, to give 
Judgment of the fame, as fixed and not fix- 
ed, in refpedt of one Body , or another. For 
Lund s Sulphur eity , compared with the Sulphu - 
reity of Sol y is not fixed and burning 5 but in 
refpeft of the Sulphur of other Bodies , it is 
fixed, and not burning, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. V II. 

Of the Nature of Mars, or Iron, Alfo 
of the Effects of Sulphur and Mer- 
cury ; and of the Caufes of Corrupti- 
on and C P erfeCt ion. 

B UT if fixed earthy Sulphur be commixt 
with fixed earthy ^Irgentuive , and both 
thefe be not pure, but of a livid Whitenefs , 
the Quantity o£ the Superancy of which, is Sul- 
phur highly fixed, of thefe Iren is made : be- 
caufe the Superancy of fixed Sulphur prohi- 
bits Fuji on. Therefore, hence *tis manifeft, 
that Sulphur , by the work of Fixation , more 
fwiftly deftroys the eafinefs of Liquefaftion, 
than ^Irgentziive. But We fee Sulphur not fix- 
ed, fooner to melt than ^Lrgentzri've. By thefe 
is manifefted the Gaufeof Swiftnefs and SIow- 
nefs of Fuji on in every Body. For what hath 
more of fixed Sulphur, more flow ly admits of 
FuJion 9 j:hzLn what partakes of burning Sulphur^ 
which more eafily and fooner flows : and 
this is clearly enough already declared by Us. 
But that the fixed Sulphur makes flower Fuji- 
pn y is evident by this, •viz., that it is never fix- 
ed, unlefs it be calcined , and no Calcinate 
gives Fujioni therefore in all Things it muft 
inipede the fame* That it i§ not fixed, un- 

lef$ 
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lefs it be calcined, is manifeft by the ’Experi- 
ment of him, who would have fixed the fame 
not calcined : becaufe he always found it to 
fly, until it was turned into Earth , the Simi- 
litude of which is of the Nature of Calx. 

Yet this happens not in ulrgentvive ; be- 
caufe that may be fixed, without being turn- 
ed into Ear^h, and likewife fixed with Con- 
verfion of it into Earth. For by haftning to 
its Fixation, which is made by Precipitation , 
it is fixed, and turned into Earth. Alfo, by 
the fucceflive Sublimation of it often repeated, 
it is fixed likewife, and not changed into 
Barth, but gives AFetallick^ Fujion. This is ma- 
nifeft to, and proved by Him, who hath ex- 
perienced both Fixations thereof, even to the 
Confummation of the Work^ 5 by hafty Preci- 
pitation, and alfo by the flow, with continually 
repeated Sublimations . For he law, and found 
it fb, as he faw it written by Us. And this 
therefore is, becaufe it hath a vifeious and 
denfe Subftance : the Sign of which is, the 
Grinding of it , by imbibition and mixtion, 
with other Things. For Vifcojity is marufeft- 
ly perceived in it, by. the much adherency 
thereof. That it hath a denfe Subjlance , he 
that hath but one eye may manifeftly fee by 
its afpe<ffc, and by poyfing the immenfe weight 
thereof! For it, wbilft it is in its own Na- 
ture , excels Gold in weight 5 and it is of a 
moft ftrong Compojition, as is declared. There- 
fore, hence it is manifeft, that it may be fixed 

without 
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without Gonfumption of its Humidity? and 
without Con verfion of it into Earth * For, by 
reafbn of the good adherency of Parts , and 
the fortitude of its Mixtion? if the parts of it be 
in any wife Infpiflate by Fire? it permits it 
felf no further to be corrupted, nor fuffers it 
felf (by the ingrefs of a furious Flame into it) 
to be elevated into Fume; becaufe it admits 
not rarefaction of it felf, by reafon of itsDen- 
lity, and want of ^rlduftion ; which is made by 
combuftible Sulphureity , which it hath not. 

Therefore, by what is mentioned, is found 
( with an indubitate Invention ) the wonder- 
ful double Kind of two Secrets? viz., one, the 
Caufes of Corruption of every of the Metals by 
Fire 5 one of which is the Inclufion of a burn r 
ing Sulphureity in the profundity of their Sub- 
ftance? diminifhing them by Inflamation , and 
exterminating alfo into Fume , with extreani 
Gonfumption, whatfoever u4rgentvive in them 
is of good Fixation. But the other is a mul- 
tiplication upon them of an exterior Flame 
penetrating, and refolving them with it felf 
into. Fume? of how great Fixation foever that 
in them is. A third Caufe of Corruption is 
rarefaction of them by Calcination for then 
the Flame ? or Fire? can penetrate into, and 
exterminate them. Therefore, if all Caufes 
of Corruption concur, fuch Bodies muft needs 
be exceedingly corrupted. But if not all^ 
the fwiftnefs of Corruption of every Body is 
remitted, according to the RemiJJion of them. 

' ' The 
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Thefecond Kind is Goodnefs ? which by it is con-i’ 
fidered in Bodies . For feeing ^irgemvive, for 
no Caufes of Extermination permits it felf to 
be divided into parts in its Compofition (be- 
caufe it either with its whole Subftance re- 
cedes from the Fire ? or with its whole re- 
jmains permanent in it) in it is neceflarily ob- 
ferved a Caufe of Perfection. Therefore pral- 
fed be the glorious and blefled Mo(t High 
GOD? who created it, and gave to the fame 
a Subfiance? and the properties of a Subfiance? 
which are given to none of the Things in 
Nature to poflefs ? that this Perfection might 
be found in it, by a certain Artifice? as Wehave 
found therein with near potency, por it Is 
that which overcomes Fire ? and by Fire is 
not overcome 5 but in it amicably refts, re- 
joycing therein,. 



CHAP, VIII. 

Of the Nature of Vends, or Copper. 

TT^THerefore, returning to our purpofe, We 
* * fay, that if the Sulphur be unclean, 
grofs, and fixed, as to its greater part ; but as 
to its lefler part not fixed, red, and livid; in 
relation to the whole, not overcoming, nor 
overcome $ and this fall upt>n grofs Jtrgcnt* 
yive? Copper muft neceflarily be created there- 
of. 
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Of. The Probation of all thefe is 6a fie, by 
things given from the Nature of them. For 
when Copper is expofed to Ignition , you may 
difcern a Sulphureous Flame to arife from it, 
which is a Sign of Sulphur not fixed. And the 
loft • of the Quantity of it by Exhalation 
through the frequent Combuftion thereof, fig.! 
*ddes that it hath fixed Sulphur . For from 
that is caufed the flowneft of its Fufion, and 
Induration (or Hardnefs ) of its Subfiance 
which are Signs of the Multitude of its fixed 
Sulphur . And that there is Sulphur red and 
unclean, con/oyned with unclean adrgentvive 
is known by Senfe 5 therefore it needs no other 
Probation . Therefore, by Experiment , you may 
attain to the whole Secret . 

For you fee every Thing* by the Adtion of 
Heat changed into Earthy with eafe to be dif- 
folyed, and reduced to the Nature of Water . 
This happens by Reafon of the Subt illation of 
the parts by Fire. Therefore a Thing more 
fubtile in its proper Nature , reduced to this 
Earthy Nature , is more fubtiliated thereby s 
becaufe it is more difiolved 5 fo that, what 
are of a molt fiibtile Nature , are moft and 
beft difiolved and fubtiliated. Hence the 
Caufe of the Corruption and InfeElion of thefe 
two Bodies , viz*. of Ildars and V ?nus, is appa- 
rent .* for it is by Sulphur of much Quantity 
fixed ; and by not fixed Sulphur , of fmall 
Quantity in Venus , but of IcfTe Quantity in 
Mars. Therefore, when the fixed Sulphur 

comes 
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comes to Fixation by Heat of Fire, its parts 
are fubtiliated 5 but that part, which is in the 
jiptitude of Solution of its Subftance, is diflbl- 
yed. The Sign of which is the Exposition of 
thefe two Bodies to the Vapour of Vinegar t 
for by that, the adluminofity of their Sulphur 
( created in it by fiibtiliative Heat ) flower^ 
eth in the Superficies of them. And if you 
put thefe two Bodies into a Saline Liquor , ma- 
ny parts of them are eafily difiolved by Ebul- 
lition. And if you look into the Minerals 
of thefe two, you will find a manifeft Sub- 
fiance of ud lumin ofity , to diftill difiolved from 
them, and in them to adhere: which Hlumi- 
noufnefs, by the Saline Waterinefs , and eafie So- 
lution , is changed into Water . For nothing 
is found Watery and eafily foluble, except *Al- 
lom , and what is of its Nature . 

But the Blacknefis >jn either of thefe two Bo- 
dies, created by Fire , is by reafon of the SuF 
phur not fixed, which is concluded in them t 
much indeed in Venus , but little in M*rs, and 
it approacheth nigh to the Nature of fixed 
Sulphur . Therefore, ? tis notpoflible, that fuch 
an Impreflion fhould be eafily removed from 
Mars. Hence it is now evident, that Fufion 
is niade from Sulphur not fixed, and alfo Fuff- 
on is helped thereby; but Fufion is not made 
from fixed Sulphur , being rather impeded by 
the fame. There is no neceffity to think, that 
Fufion is not made, and that Fufion is impeded 
by fixed adrgentvive. This he knows to be 

certainly 
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certainly true, who, by no Artof Fuflon coWd 
make Sulphur to flow, after its Fixation : but 
having fixed Argentvive, by frequently repeat- 
ing the Sublimation thereof found it apt to 
admit good Fufion . 

Hence therefore it is rhanifeft, that thofe 
Bodies are of greater Perfection , which con- 
tain more of - drgent'uive 5 but what Con- 
tain lefs, of lefs Perfection „ Therefore ftudy 
in all your Works , that Argentvi'ue may 
excel in the Commixtion . And if you can per- 
fe<ft by Argentvive only, you will be the 
Searcher out of a moft precious Perfection 5 
and of the Perfection of that, which overcomes 
the Work, of Nature. For you may cleanfe 
it moft inwardly, to which Mundification Na- 
ture cannot reach. But the Probation of this,' 
•viz., that thofe Bodies , which contain a greater 
Quantity of Argent vive&re of greater Perfection , 
is their eafie Reception of Argenpvivs. For We fee’ 
Bodies of Perfection amicably to embrace Ar^ 
gent'vizfe. 

Therefore from the precedent JDifcourfe 9 tis 
evident, that in Bodies there is a twofold S#/- 
phureity : One indeed included in the Profun- 
dity of A rgentvvve, , in the beginning of their 
Mixtion 5 but the other is fupervenient. One 
of which is removed with Labour , but the o- 
ther cannot be poflibly taken away by any Ar- 
tifice performed by Fire, to which our Opera- 
tion can congruoufly and profitably come 5 it 
being fo firmly and radically united therein* 

And 
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fad this is proved by Experiment i for We 
fee the aduftibie Sulphureity to be abolifhed by 
Fire, but the fixed Sulphur eity noi fo. Therer 
fore, when We fay. Bodies arc cleanfed by Cal- 
cination , you muft under ft and that to be neant 
of the Earthy Sub fiance, which is not united 
in the Aadix of their Nature . For it is not; 
twffible, by the Art of Fire to cleanfe what 
is united 5 unlefs the Medicine of ArgefirOii/e 
(hiding and cdntempering that, or feparating 
it from the Mixture) ha^e accefs. ^ , 

Separation of an Earthy Subftdnce r ftcixfi irif 
Compound, which in the root of Mature 
united to a Metal , is thus ; ; Either it is made 
by Elevation* with things elevating the: Sub* 
jtdHce of Argentvive , and leaving the Sulphit- 
ieitj) by reafbn of its conveniencv with them, 
aS is Tutia and Marchaflte j because they ate 
femes , part of which is a greater J^uafitity 
Of Argenivive than of Sulphur. The Experience 
pf this you may fee, w hen you (hail joyn thefe 
with Bodies in a ftfong and Bidden F teflon ; for 
thefe Spirits in their Flight carry up the Bo- 
dies with therh: Therefore you may elevate 
with them. Or elfe, by a Lav at ion with Cord- # 
hixtion With Argentvive, as We nave fold you. 
For Argentine holds what is of its oWn 
ttiti but cafts out what is 
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jL the Nature of Jupiter* or 'Tin. 

: #TpHi8 Invifilgation being propofed, follow* 
-vJL-.ing oyr, purpofe, We fay. That if Sul- 
fky*. . *« the Radix of the Commixtion , , 
fhall be participating of fmall Fixation, 
White with Wbitcncfs not pure , not overcom- 
ing, but overcome, commixed with -Argent- 
partly fixed, and. partly not fixed, white 
jand impure * from that Mixtion Fin muft needi 
.follow.. The Probation of -thefe you will . find 
by Preparation ♦ , For, when you calcine./^ 
<you find a Sulphureous ftink to arife from it,- 
..which is a fign of Sulphur not fixed, And 
although it yield no F lame , you enuft not there- 
fore think it fixed. For it gives no Flame not 
by reafbn of Fixation , but by reafbn Of the 
Superancy f ofi^Argentvi've iri the Commixtion, 
.preferving from Combufiion, Therefore, in 
dis proved a twofold Sulphur eity and alfo a. two- 
fold Subfiance of Argent'ui've. One Sulphureitj 
is lefs fixed, becaufe in cabining it calls out 
a ftink as Sulphur, The Experience of the 
Mixture is proved by the Firft. The other 
is proved to be more fixed, by the continu- 
ation of it in its Calx , in the Fire which it 
bath, and yet it ftinks not. That there is al- 
fo 


( 163 J 

fo a twofold Subfiance bf uirgentvlve in it, 
whereof dneds not fixed, and the other fix- 
ed, is proved j becaufe it makes a crafhing 
noile before ; its Calcination , but after it hath, 
been thrice calcined, that crafhing is not 5 the 
reafonof this, is, becaufe the fugitive Subfiance 
of its ylrgentvive^ making that crafhing, is 
flown away. That the fugitive Sabfiance of 
Argenti/ive. is a Caufe making that Stridor or, 
crafhing, is proved by wafhing Lead with 
Argentvive, For if Lead be waffled with 
gentvive , and after its wafhing melted in Fire 
not exceeding the Fire of its Fufion , with-it 
will remain part of the u. irgent'vi'ue , which 
gives this Stridor to the Lead> and turns it in- 
to Tin, But on the contrary you may con- 
fider that alfo, by the Mutation of Tin into 
Lead : For by a manifold Repetition of its 
Calcination , and the Adminiftration of Fire 
convenient for its Redu£lion y it is turned into 
Lead : but efpecially, when by fubftradtion 
Ot its Scoria jt is calcined with great Fire* 
Touching the Dlverfities of thefe Subftan- 
ces you . may be afeertained, by the Know- 
ledg of Confervation of them in proper In - 
ftruments, and in the Mealiire of Fire dividing 
them : to which we have attained with In- 
ftance of Labour , and have feen with certain 
Affurance, that We judged of the Truth by 
the fame. But feeing it is expedient. We 
Ihould inform you what that is, which re- 
mains after the removal from Jupiter , of thefe 
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two Subjfances $ vtz,. of Sulphur and Argent 
vive , that you may compleatly know the 
Compofition of Tin, We lay, it is livid, and 
ponderous as Lead, yet partaking of greater 
Whitenefs , than Lead : therefore it is rrioft pure 
Lead . And in it is the Equality of Fixation 
of the two Things compounding, viz., of ^r- 
gentvive and Sulphur 5 but not Equality of I 
Quantity 5 because in the Coinmixtion \ the At- 
gentvive overcomes. The lign of which is the 
Eafinefs of ingrefs of Atgentvive in its Nature 
Into it. Therefore, if in' it were not a greater 
Quantity of Argent vive, the lame ( taken in 
Its Nature ) would not eafily adhere to it; 
Wherefore it adheres not to Afar s t unlefswith 
tnoft fubtile Ingenuity 5 nor unto Venus, by rea- 
lon of the paucity of Argentvive in it, in its 
Commixtian . And this is evident, becaufe it 
adheres to Afars molt difficultly, hut to Ve- 
nus more eafily 5 becaufe that hath a greater 
abundance of Afercury % than Afars, The fign 
of this. Is the eafie Fufion of one, but moil 
difficult Fufion of the other. 

But the Fixion of thefe* two Subfiancet • re- 
maining, approaeheth nigh to firm Fixation j 
it is not therefore perpetually fixed. And I 
the Probation of this, is the Calcination of its 
Body 5 and after Calcination the expofing of 
the fame to moft ltrong Fire . For by that, 
JOivifion is not made ; but the whole Subfiamt 
afeends : yet more purified. Therefore We 
fee the burning Sulphur in 77 n to be more 

eafily 
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eafily feparated, than the fame in Lead 1 And 
an Experiment of this you fee by the eafie In- 
juration (or hardning^) of Tm, its Calcination* 
and the Amelioration of its Bright nefs, Whence 
We have cohfidered, that thele corrupting 
Properties were not in the Radix of it, but had 
accefs tQ it afterward. And, becaufe they 
were not much conjoyned to it in the ftrft 
Commixtion , therefore they may eafily be fe- 
parated. For this Caufe , the Alterations in 
ft are of a fwift Work. » viz,, its Afundifi cat ion p 
Induration , and Fixation. And you may ma- 
nifefltly confider the Caufes of thefe, by what 
are above delivered. And becaufe, after thefe 
Operations , viz*. Calcination and Reduction* We 
ednfidered ip its Fume a Citrinijty ( or Tellovr- 
nefs) which We faw to arife by great Eleva- 
tion, and Exprejfion of Fire 5 by which, being 
of the Property of Sulphur calcined. We judged 
with a true Bfiimation, in which We were af- 
fured, that it contained in it felf much of the 
Nature of fixed Sulphur* 

Therefore they, who would fee the Truth 
in this our Science , let them ftudy the Invefii — 
ration of all thefe Things, with diligence of 
labour, until by the fame they find out the 
Principles of Bodies and Properties of Spirits, 
with a certain (not conje&ura ! ) Invention % 
Which in this our Volume We have fufficient- 
ly treated of, according to the Exigency of Aru 
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CHAP. X. 

Of the Mature of Saturn, or Lead. 

I T now remains , that We come to the De- 
scription of Saturn i of which We lay it dif- 
fer not from Tm , "after repeating its Calcina- 
tion * to the ReduStipn thereof 5 except that it 
hath a more unclean Subfiance , commixed of 
the two more grots Subfiances , viz,, of Sulphur 
and ^irgenpuive $ and that the Sulphur in it is 
burning , and more adhefive to the Subfiance 
of its own udrgent'vi'vc ; and that it hath more 
of the Subfiance of fixed Sulphur to its Compo- 
fition 9 than Jupiter hath. The Probations of thefc 
We infer by manifeft Experiences.. 

That it is of greater Earthy F eculsncy than 
“Jupiter % is manifefted by the Sights and by the 
VPaJhing of it with ylrgcnt'uiv'e Jin this* 1 / z*. That 
more Feculency comes from it in the Wajhini 
than from Jupiter - 9 and that it takes 7 the firft 
Degree of Calcination more eafily than Tm> 
which is a Sign of much Earthmtfs. For We 
find bodies of more Earthinefs 9 of more eafie 
Calcination i and of lels Earthinefs of more 
difficult Calcination. The Probation of this is, 
the moft difficult Calcinati n of Gold compleat- 
iy.. And becaufe its Foulnefs is not rectified, 
as in Jupiter , by repeated Calcinations 7 that 

is 
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ts a iign of greater Impurity in its Principles 
ini ts own Nature a " than in Tin, in its Nature, f 
Arid that the Quantity of its Combustible 
SiSphur , is more adhefiv e ro the Subfhanc'e Of 
drgentvive in it , than in 7 l»* is manifeft by • 
this , That the faid Quantity isnotfepe-' 

rated from it in Fume * but it is of & Citrine- 
Colour of much Tellownefs * the like ot which 
is remaining below with what is in the Bottom 5- 
which muft neceflarily be a fignofone ofthefb 
three Things 1 either that it hath none , or li- 
very finall Quantity of Combuftible Sulphur in 
it 5 or that it hath 'much conjoyned in the 
nearnefs of its Principles , to the Radix of its 
G ommixtion. But We are allured by the Odour 
thereof* that it hath lo me Quantity ; and not 
a little, but much : becaufe that Odour of Sul- 
phur eity is not removed from it in* a fhort timei 
Therefore We have confidered with a conlide- 
ration , by which We are allured that burning 
Sulphur 9 approaching to the Nature of fixed 
not burning Sulphur , is uniformly commixt 
in the Substance of sirgentvive. Therefore 9 
when the Fume of it afcends , it muft neceffa- 
rily afcend with the Sulphur not burning , of 
the Property of which it is , viz*. to create 

Qitrinity . ~ V/ * 

But that the Quantity of Sulphur not burning 
is greater in it, than in 71 # , is affirmed by Vis 
moft truly 3 becaufe We fee the whole Colour 
of it to be changed into Citrine , but of Ttn 
into White * iii their Calcinations . Therefore 
- ‘ ^ M 4 in 
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m this , to us is open the Way pf finding out 
p the Caufe of this Work, ^ by which Jupiter Tin 
fO^ifcinaticn ) is more{ eafily changed into an 
fcard Body than Saturn \ but not fbbner H||q 
flpwnefs of LiquefaCbionth^n Saturn . And that 
therefore is , beeaufe the Caufe of* the Hard* 
neft Of feature isSulphurand Firgentvi've fixed : 
hut the Caufe of Liquefaction is twofold, 
^itgentyive arid jcombuftible Sulphur . One of 
Which , as to Perfection of fujion, is fufficient 
ineaeh JDegreo thereof $ namely, u&rgentvive 
with Ignition and without Ignition. There* 
fore , feeing in Jupiter is a large Jguanfity of 
dirgentviye not truly fixed , a ready fwiftneft 
pf Liquefaction remains in it , and is not eafily 
feper^ted there-from. The Caufe of Mollified 
*Jf n i s twofold , viz.. u4rgenPvive \ and 
fSombuftible Sulphur. And beeaufe the burning 
^ufpht^reity is more eafily removed from Jup% 
t<f , than from Saturn } therefore, one of the 
Qrtufes of Softnefs being removed from it , it 
ifcj&ft heceffariiy be hardned , being calcined* 
Put Saturn , beeaufe it hath both the Caufes of 
SfftnfJ* ftrongly conjoyned , is not eafily har- 
dened^ : ;;r 

. there is a, Hiverjity in Softnefs by a4rcrent- 
V.*ve I, and in Softnefs by Sulphur i beeaufe Sofe~ 
w*ft by Sulphur ic CeJJive 9 •: hut Softnefs by 
gentvive xs Ektenfive. And this muft necefTaril* 
puoved by Sight 5 feeing We fee Bodies ®( 
much jirgentvfve , to be of much Extenjibny 
ppt Bqdjes of little , of little^ Therefore Jupi* 
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ter 1 $ more eafily and more fubtily extended, 
than Saturn i Saturn more eafily than Penm's 
Irenas* than Mars $ j Luna more fubtily thaij 
Jupiter ; but Sol more fubtily than Luna. There- 
fore, Vis mamfefi: , that the Can fa of Indura- 
tion (or Hardniug * is fixed -*4rgentvive y or fixed 
Sulphur: But tb/e Caufe of Softnefs is oppofite. 
The Caufaof Fujion is twofold, viz.. Sulphur 
not fixed , and ,Arg*ntvivs of whatfbever land 
it is. sulphur not fixed is necelfarily a Caufe of 
Fujion , without Ignition. And you manifeflly 
fee the Experience of this , by Projection Of v 
jirfnicl^ up on Bodies difficultly fufible 5 for it 
makes them of cafie Fujion , without Ignition. 
And the Caufe nf eafiCPu/ion is likewife wirgetit— 
vivey but the Caufe of Fuji in with Ignition 9 is 
fixed ^rgentvlve. - Therefore the Caufa of Im- 
pediment of ev ery Fujion, is fixed Sulphur., 

From what is now mentioned, you may col- 
le£t?a very great Secret : Namely* That feeing 
Bodies of greatefl: Perfection are found to con- 
tain the greater Quantity of ^Irgentyive $ Bo- 
dies dirhinifhed frorn Perfection 9 holding more 
of the Quantity of jirgentvive , mult heeds 
be more approximate to the Perfect. There- 
fore it alfb follows, that Bodies of much Sul* 
phureity , are Bodies of much Corruption. Where— 
fore , frorp the above- alleadged , iris nowc- 
vident , that Jupiter Is moftly approximated 
to the Perfect ieeing ir precipitates more of 
Perfection ', but Saturn left ; and 'Penm yet left; 
gpd Jjdars leafl: of that, on which Perfection 
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depends. And otherwife they differ in thenvr 
Selves, as to Medicine , compleating and flip- 
plying the Defeat , and perfectly attenuating 
the fpiflitude of Bodies to their Profundity , and 
covering the Cioudinefs of the fame, under a 
Subfiance of fplendent Brigktnefs . . For the moft 
perfective of Medicine is P' ?nus $ but /liars lefs; 
Jupiter yet lefs 5 and Saturn leaft of all. From 
thefe therefore, by the Truth-telling Search of 
JLabour , according to the Diverfity of Bodies , 
divers Medicines are found out, by Preparation . 
For the hard , that can endure Ignition 9 
requires one Medicine $ but the fofc , that a- 
hides not Ignition^ another. That one maybe 
mollified , and attenuated in its Profundity , 
and in its S ubflance equalized; but the other 
Ijardned , and its occult Parts infpiffatech 
Therefore it concerns Us now, to pals from 
thefe to Medicines , with man i left Experiences ? 
fetting down the Caufes of divers Medicines 5 
and what they leave diminifhed , and what 
they deduce to compleatment. 


► 


The 


The Second Part of this Second Book, Of 
Medicines in general , and of the ne- 
ceffityof *Perje£lzon of the Medicine 
perfe<fting all imperfedb Bodies ; and 
from what Thing it may bell , and 
more nearly be extracted. 


CHAP. I. 

'That of e*ve7y imj?erfe£i Body , and alfo 
cf Argent vive, the Medicine mnjl ne+ 
ceffan/y he twofold , viz. One for the 
White, and the other for the Red •• yet 
that iVe are excused from thefe , by 
one only moft erf eel Medicine. 

\X7E prove, that Spirits are more aflimilated 
- ^ to Bodies , than any other Thing in Ma- 
ture , by this, 'viz.. Becaufe they are more 
united , and more friendly to Bodies , than all 
other Things. Therefore^ We accordingly af- 
firm , that thefe Alterations of Bodies , in the 
firft Invention , are their true Medicine. And 
We have exercifed our felves in every kind of 
Ingenuity , that thereby We might transform 
every of the imperfect Bodies , with firm Mu- 
tation^ 
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Mien , Into a perfect Lunar and Sol** Bodyi 
Wherefore, We find that Medicine for therij 
muft neceffarily be created Divers , according 
to the divers Intention of Bodies to be altered! 
And fince Metals to be altered are of a twofold 
kind , viz- *drgentvive coagufable in PerfeSH - 
#ft , and Bodies diminifhed from Perfection ; and 
thefe again manifold, fome being hard, fuftain-j 
ing Ignition y but others foft not abiding the 
fame (the hatrd are Mars and Venus , the foft 
Saturn and Jupiter} the Medicine perfective 
muft likewife be manifold neceffarily. For al- 
though Alars and Venus be of one kind , yet 
they differ in a certain ipecial Property : the 
one being not fufible , but the other fufible. 
Therefore Mars is perfected with one Me- 
dicine , and Venus with another •• and indeed 
the fiirft is totally unclean , but the gother 
hot. Alfo this partakes of a certain dull White- 
ssefs , but that of Rednefs and Greennefs : which 
do likewife impofe a riecefllty of Drverjity in 
the Jldedicine. 

Alfo foft Bodies of the other kind, viz.. Ju- 
piter , and Saturn , feeing they no lefs differ, 
do neceffarily need a divers Medicine I ike wile. 
For this, viz*. Jupiter is clean $ but that not. 
And indeed all thefe are rendred more niutable, 
now made Lunar , than SolarBodies * therefore 
the Medicine of each of them muff: be twofold® 
One Citrine , changing into a Citrine Solar Body $ 
the other White , changing like wife ' into a 
fYbitf Lunar Body* Tfierefqre , ' fince in every 
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6f the imperfect Bodies is found a twofbkf 
Mutter , viz*. Solar and Lutiar $ the Medicines 
perfecting all Bodies * will in the Sum be Eight \ 
So alfo A tgentvive is perfected into a Solar and 
Lunar Body 3 therefore of the Medicine altering 
-it, there is a twofold Difference. Wherefore 
all the M edicines y which We have invented^- 
with their Totality y for thecofnpleatA/rms- 
tion of every imperfeCI Body, wifi be Ten* 

But We were defirous, with conftant arid 
continued Labour , and the induftry of great 
Jndagation to be excufed from the Labour of 
thefe ten Medicines , by the benefit of one on- 
ly Medicine * and with Our long and very la- , 
borous Search , We found, and with certain Ex- 
perience y made one Medicine , by which the hard 
was foftned* the foft B^dy hardned, the fugi- 
tive fixed, and the foul illuftrated with fplen^ 
dor ineffable, and beyond Nature . Never- 
thelefs *tis here expedient we fhould particu- 
larly fpeak of all thefe Medicines y with their, 
their Caufes 9 and the manifeft Experiences of 
their Probations v Therefore firfl: We will de- 
clare the Series of the ten Mediciuesy and ac- 
cordingly Of all Bodies % then of ^4 tg entvivej 
and laftly proceed to the Medicine of the Ma- 
gi fiery perfedfcing all Bodies y yet with the Pre- 
paration imperfeCt Bodies need. And leaff We 
fhould be carped at by the Envious , as deli- 
vering an infiifficient Treat if e of ^irt 9 We firff 
Of all here prefent a Declaration of the Prepa- 
rations of all the imperfect Bodies , afligning- 
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the Caufes of the Neceflity of their Inventi- 
ons, by -which , fin our Jlrtifice') they ^ref 
rendred apt to receive the jfitedicine of Per- 
felt ion, in, every Degree Of Whitenefs and Red - 
nefs, and to be perfe<5ted by the fame* But 
sifter thefe {hall be . added a fufficient and 
congruous Narration of allthe Afedicines bc-i 
Fore- mentioned. 


C H A P. II. 

That everjy of the imperfect Bodies 
ought to have its peculiar Trepan 
rdtion*: 

TJ Rom .what Wc have already difcour fed, *tis 
apparent that what Nature left Superfine 
otts* or Deficient in every of thole Bodies , 
/that are imperfect, hath been in part de- 
clared ; but here We intend in a more fuffid* 
ent Difcourfe to compleat what We above 
omitted relating hereunto: Therefore fince 
it happens, that the mutable Bodies of Impet - 
fe&ion are of. a twofold kind , viz,. Soft and 
Ignible ( or burnable by Fire ) as Saturn and 
Jupiter ; and Hard , and not Fufible , or Fufi- 
ble with Ignition , as Afars and Venus ; the 
firft indeed not Fufible , but the other Fufible 
with Ignition ; Nature hath taught us , necef- 
farily informing , that according to the D’r 

verfitj 
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perfity of their EJfences , in the Radix of their 
Nature , divers Preparations , according -to 
their Indigency , muft be adminiftred to them. 

There are two Bodies of Impcrfettion of one 
kind, that need to be transformed, viz.. Dead, 
which is called Black , and by Hrt Saturn , and 
Crafhing Lead, which is called White , and 
in the Sentence of ^ 4 rt , Jupiter 5 which from 
the inna te Root of their Nature , are divers 
each from other , in the Profundity of their 
occult Parts , and likewife in their Afanifeft. 

For Saturn is cloudy , livid , ponderous, and 
black, without Stridor (or Crafhing ) totally 
mute 5 but Jupiter white a little livid , but 
crafhing much , and of moderate Sound, yield- 
ing Bright nefs. The Differences of which in 
their Profundity , with their neceflary. Caufes , 

We intend to fhew you with manifeft Expe- 
riences 4 r 

From which Caufes of F fferenee, according 
to more and lefs , the well difpofed Hrtifi 
collects the Order of Preparations. We there;- 
fore, according to Order f firft declare the 
Preparations of Bodies 5 but af erward of ytr- *. 

gentvive coagulable. Yet firft of one kind, 
viz.. Of Softnefsi and after this , of the other. 

And accordingly, the Preparation of Saturn and 
fupiter , of the firft kind of Bodies, fhall be 
defcribeJ firft 5 afterward , the Preparation of 
the other fhall follow according to their de- 
terminate Order. For in the P reparation of Bo- 
dies , nothing of Superfluity is to be removed 

from' 
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ftotn titeifi profound p4ity but rather from 
the maaifeft* 




CHAP. III. 

*that the *Z)efeEt of imperfect Metals 
ought to be fup plied by Medicine $ but 
their Superfluity irentoved by Prcpa-i 
ration. 

. . / ■ 

A fiiamfold Preparation rhay be adhibited 
to the EJfence of Saturn , and of Jupiter 
like wife % according to the Degree of theif 
manifold .Approximation to Perfection , or £- 
Iongation froril it. Therefore , finceof things; 
indeed corrupting in their Profundity , there is 
one 'Thing advenient from the innate Radix of 
their filature 4 and that is the 2 Barthinefs of 
Sulphureity , and the Impurity of the Earth of 
Jdrgentvive 4 commixed with :he efientiai na- 
ture of them , in the "Beginning of their Cred~ 
tion 5 and an other Thing iuperVenient 4 after* 
the firft Mixtion of them inferring Corruption 4 
Und this is a burning Sulpvursity of the firft 
kind , and the Impurity thereof , and a foul 
tub fiance of \Argentvive 5 therefore thefe are 
the Things corrupting the S defiance of P*f- 
feCtion of Saturn and Jupiter. One of thefe 
it & impoffible to remove , by the jtiedicirid 

Of 
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of any Induftry , it being of the firft Order > 
but the other may be removed with a little 
help. The firft indeed teems impoffible to be 
extirpated j becaute in the Principles of the 
proper IVarure of Bodies of this kind, thea?- 
forefaid were mixt into a true EJfence , and 
made one true EJfence . Therefore, teeing it 
is not poffible to remove the true EJfence of 
any Thing in IVature , the Thing it telf re- 
maining 5 it is impoffible to feperate thete 
Corrupting Things from them. 

For this Caufe , teme P hilafophers have 
thought the ^4rt not poffible to be attained to 
by This : and We, and indeed other Searchers 
of this Science , in Our time, have come tQ 
this very State , viz*. That We likewise, could 
by no way of Ingenious Preparation iJIuftrate 
B dies , with compleatment of their Erightnefs, 
but happened, thatthe\ were totally infected j 
and blackned rather. By reafon of this. We 
alfo , as well as they , were driven to <4^ 
naz»ement , and for a long fpace of time lay 
pnder the Shade of Defperation. Yet return^- 
ing to Our Selves , and being perplexed with 
the immente Trouble of infinite Thoughts and 
Mcd.tations , We eonfidered Bodies diminifhed 
from Perfection , to be foul in the Profundity 
of their ETature , and nothing fulgid (orpure?- 
ly clean.) to be found in them 5 becaute it 
was nop in them according to iS Tatars. Fop 
that is not found m&Tbing , which is not irj 
If. Therefore „ Jjbeing nothing of PerfeCfJpn 

H found 
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found in them therefore neceflarify alio, in 
the fame nothing Superfluous remains to be 
Found. , in Seperation of the divers Subfiances 
in them , and in the Profundity of their Mature, 
Wherefore , by this We found fomewhat to 
be diminifhed in them, which muft neceffarily 
be compleated, by Afatter convenient for 
It , and compleating the DefeCt. 

Diminution in them is , the Paucity of Ar- 
gentvive ? and not right Spijfation of the fame. 
Therefore CompLeatment in them will be Mul- 
tiplication of Argentvive , good I nfp iff at ion , 
and permanent Fixion. But this is performed 
by a Medicine created of that. For this Me* 
didne , when deduced into an EJfe from Ar- 
gentvi've , by the benefit of its Lucidity and 
Splendor , hides and covers their Cloud nef , 
draws forth their Splendor , and converts the 
feme into Brigbtncfs. And when Argentvive , 
prepared into a Medicine , is cleanfed by Our 
Artifice , reduced to a mo ft pure , and moll 
bright Subfiance , and projeAed upon Bodies 
diminiflied from P erfettion , it will illuftrate, 
and by its Fixion perfe<ft them. This Medi- 
cine^ We will declare in its due time and place. 

Now from the fore-going,it necelfarily fol- 
lows , that a twofold Invention of P erfeSHon 
will be neceflary 5 one indeed by the Afatter , 
which feperates the foul Subfiance from the 
Afixture 3 but the other by a Medicine , which 
may cover it with the Splendor of its B rightnefs, 
and iUuilrating adorn the fame. Therefore, 

fince 
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fince it happens , that nothing fuperfluous J 
but rather diminiflied , is fouud in the Pro- 
fundity of Bodies 5 and if it be.expedient, that 
what is Superfluous fhould absolutely be re- 
moved j that , fupervenient from the mani- 
left pare of its Mature, muft neceffarily be 
both taken away , and removed , with divers 
preparations 5 which in the following Eifcourfe 
We think fit to declare: firft fpeaking of fupi- 
ter and Saturn , and afterward, of the -other, 
according to Order • 


CHAP. IV. 

Of the Preparation of Saturn and 
Jupiter. 

ZAturn and fupiterare prepared, with mani- 
° fold Preparations , according to thenecef- 
fity of greater Approximation to Perfection 2 
viz.. By a common and fpecial way of Pns- 
Iteration. The Common is by manifold Degreei 
of Approximation to Perfection * For, there is 
One Degree of Approximation , viz.. Brightnefs 
from the Sub fiance clean. A lecond is Hara- 
nefs , with Ignition of its Fufion , And a third, 
is Fixation , by removal of its fugitive ub- 
jlance. Therefore they are cleanfed and made 
bright threefoldy .* either by things mundi- 
fying , or by the way of Calcination and Re- 

N 3 ditcHtm.: 
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duZhon , or by Solution. So by things purifying, 
they are cleanfed two ways 5 either reduced 
into C< lx , or in the Nature of Bodies . Re- 
duced into Calx they are purified in this man- 
ner ; either by Salts , or by ^illomes , or by 
GUfs : . and the way is thus : When the Body 
is calcined, then upon its Calx is poured the 
Water of ^lllomsy or of Salts, or Glafs is mixed 
with it , and it reduced to a Body . There- 
fore this mu ft lb often be reiterated upon 
thefe Bodies , as until they (hew themfelves 
compleatly clean. For feeing Salts , and Al- 
lomesy and Glafs , are fufed with another Fu- 
fion , than Bodies 5 therefore they are feparated 
from them , and retain with themfelves the 
Earthy Subftance y the Parity of Bodies being 
only left. Another way of purifying thefe, is 
thus : 

Let thefe two Bodies be very fiibtily filed; 
and with thefe Filings , u4lloms , Salts , and 
Glafs mixed , and then reduced into Body . And 
this Labour repeated fo often , as until they be 
well cleanfed. Alfb, they are cleanfed by a 
Ea'vawnt with alrgentvive^ the Way of which 
We have given. Likewife, thefe P odes are 
cleanfed , by reiteration of their Calcination 
and Reduction % with fufficient Fire , until they 
appear more clean. For, by this JMundifica- 
ticn , thefe Bodies diminifhed from PerfeEio^ 
are freed from a twofold corrupting Subftance \ 
one being inflamable and fugitive , buttheo- 
ther an earthy FccuLncy . And that therefore 
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is , * becaufe the Fire elevates and consumes 
every fugitive Subfiance : and the fame Fire 
likewife , in the way of Reduttion , divides 
every Subftance of Earth, with its Proportion, 
This Proportion We have made mention of in 
Our other Volume (Intituled Of tl c Inveftigati - 
m of PerfeStion ) which according to Order 
precedes this Book*. For in that , We writ 
whatfoever We had fearched out, according 
to the Reafon of Our own JldL-ndy but here , 
what We have feen and handled , Wc have 
compleatly determined , according to the 
Order of Science. . 

Alfb;, thefe Bodies are cleanfed by Solution 
Of their Subftance ( the way of which We 
have already declared ) and by B*cdu£bionof 
that likewife , which is diffoived from them. 
For that Solution reduced , is found more 
clean and more perfedb, in this fame way of 
Preparation, than in any other kind of F reparation 
whatfoever. And noway is comparable to this, 
except that, which is made by S ublmation$ 
arid therefore this is equivalent to that. 
There is likewife a Preparation of them, which 
is the Induration ( or hardning) of their (oft 
Subfiance , with Ignition in their Fuficn. And 
it is this : With them the fixed Subftance of 
Argentvivey or of Sulphur fixed, or of i tk Com- 
peer , mult be mixed in their Profundity ^ of 
they mutt be mix.ed with hard and no? jfufible 
Things , as is the Calx of jfriarchafte and Futid. 
For thefe are united with , and embraced by 

N 3 them. 
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them , and harden them fo * as they flow 
pot 3 until they are red hot. 

This lame is likewife compleated by Medi- 
cine perfecting 3 the Narration of which We 
intend to give. And another way of Prepara- 
tion likewife is, by removal of their fugitive 
Subfiance : and this is effected by Confer nation 
of them , after the firft Degree of Calcimti - 
• on* in Fire proportional to them. And be- 
caufe Order is neceffarily required in the ways 
Of Preparations 3 therefore We here let down 
the compleat Order of preparing them.* Firft 
therefore , all their fugitive and corrupting 
u 4 dujhye Subfiance * mu ft be eleanfed from 
them 5 then their 'Earthy Superfluity taken a u 
ivay. Afterward they muft be'diflbived anil 
reduced , or compleatly wafhed with a Lavt- 
.psent of u 4 rgentvtve. This Order is profitable 
hnd neceflary. 

Yet thefpecial Preparation of thefe Bodies * 
and firft of Jupiter y is manifold. One is by 
’Calcination 5 and by this its Sub fiance is more 
bardned : which happens not to Saturn . Alfa 
by uilloms , for thefe properly harden fupit&A 
Another Preparation is , by Conferyation -Of it 
in the Fire of its Calcination . For by this it 
Jofeth its Stridor (or Crajhing) and FrxEhon of 
Bodies likewife 5 which in the like nhannfec 
happens not to Saturn : because that hath nty 
Stridor 5 nor doth it break Bodies. And/ b$r 
Reiteration of Calcination , with the .Acuity of 
Salt 7 it alio lofeth 'its Stridor . But fecondardyr 
; • • ■' ‘ : * * ■ : • the 
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fpecia! Preparation of Saturn r is by Cufct- 1 
nation with the Acuity of Salt : for by this ir 
i 5 hardned,and by Trf/£efpecialfy it is dealbated, 
and by Marc hafite^nd TTutia likewife. ALI the Avays 
of thefe Preparatiem W e have more compleasly 
determined, in Our aforefaid Book^\ntltuled*Qf- 
the Inveftigation of Perfection $ for here inchis* 
We have abbreviated the Summaries of them. 


CHAP. V. 

Of the ‘Preparation of Verms. 

T Herefore , imitating the Order of. the pre^- 
mifed , We declare the Preparations of 
two Bodies likewife. But firft of FTenus * after-*' 
ward of Mars. The way of the Preparation of. 
Victim is manifold. One w-ay isr by Elevation , 
but another is compleated without Elevation. 
The way by Elevation is, that Fiutia be taken ■% 
tyjth which F'etius- well agrees. , and that it bes 
ijigpnioufly, united with it. Then it muit'’b6r 
put in its feffel of Sublimation «tobe fublimedi* 
and by a moft excelling degree of Fire- its 
more fubtile pare elevated 3 which will bo 
found of moft bright Splendor . Or it may be 
mixed with Sulphury and therf elevated by 
rtQW mentioned way of Elevation* Blit wiitfvft 
Out Sublimation* it is prepared, either by cleans 
fihg Things * in its Calx , or in its Body j M 

• ^ N 4 . £■ W 
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by Tiitia $ Salt * and ulllomes , or by a Lava- 
mcntoi Urgent vive , the way of which We 
have given : or elfe by Calcination and Reducti- 
on of that , which is diflblved into the Nature 
of Body 3 or (as Wefaid) it iscleanfed by a 
Lavanient of alrgeutvi've , as all other Bodies 
dtminifhed from Perfection are* 



CHAP. VI. 


Of the ^Preparation of Mars* 

T He Preparations of Afar s are likewife mani- 
fold. For fbffie are compleated by Su&- 
litnation * and dome without Sublimation. 
That which is made by Sublimation , is with 
jfrfnick^i and that in this manner: We endea- 
vour to unite with it u4rfnic1^ not fixed * as 
profoundly as We cans that in Fufion it may 
melt with the fame. But afterward it is fub- 
fimed in a proper t^cjfel of Sublimation, . And 
this Preparation , among all other, is found 
the beft and moft perfedh There is alfb ano- 
ther by ^rfmc^fubUmed 

often times from it , until fbme Quantity of 
the jrfrfnick^ it felf remain. For if this be re- 
duced , it wHl flow out white, clean, fufible, 
^nd well prepared. There is likewife a third 
way of P reparation of the fame * by Fpfionof 
it with Lead and Tutia . . For from thefe it 
flows clean and white. But 
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But bedaufe We teem not to have /poked 
fufficientiy, having before promited We would 
determinately /peak of the Ingenious Afollfi - 
cation of Hard Bodies , and of the Induration 
(or Hardening ) of the Scft 9 by way of 
Calcination ; therefore We mult not omit that, 
but will firft fpeak of the Soft , and afterward 
of the Hard. The way is thus : ^4.rgq#t'vi'vc 
precipitated muft be diflblved, and the cal- 
eineef Body ( which you have intention to 
harden ) diflblved likewife. Both thete Sa- 
lutions muft be mixed together, and the cal- 
cined Body mixed with them by frequent Im- 
bibitions^ Stc. continually grinding, imbibing, 
calcining, and reducing, until it be. made hard 
and fufible with Ignition. The very lame may 
alfo compleatly be effected, with the Calx of 
Bodies , and Tutia. and Ad arc baft e , calcined,* 
diflblved, and imbibed. And indeed, the more 
clean thefe are, fo much the more perfeiftly; 
do they change. 

Even fb> hard Bodies are made fo ft with 
like Ingenuity $ the Way is this : They muft be ! 
cfenjoyned and fublimed often with Hrfnic^ 
and after fubiimation of the Hrfnicf^ aflated 
(or calcined) with their due Proportion of 
Fire 5 the rrieafure of which We have decla- 
red in our B<w^_of Furnaces. And laftly, they 
are reduced with the force of rheir proper 
Fire (mentioned in its place) until in Fufion 
they wax fbfr, according to the Exigency of 
the hardnefs of the Body. And indeed all 

thefe 
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thcfe Alterations are of the firft Order, with-; 
out which our Magifierj is not perfe&ed. 


CHAP. VII. 

Of the Mundification of Argent vive. 

. * 

*y*Herefore, *tis now neceffary compleatly to 
declare the Mundification of Ar gent vive . 
Inr order to which. We lay, Argentvive is 
cjeanfed two ways } either by Sublimation* of 
which We (hewed the way already 5 or by a 
M*aztamentj of which the way is this : Pojar 
Argentvive - into an Earthen or Stone F>ijh* and 
qj*bn it ppur as much Vinegar as is (ufficient to 
cover it. Then fet it over a gentle Fire* and 
fee it heat fb far, as you may well hold your 
fingers in it, and not more. This being done* 
(tir it about with your Fingers * until it be di vh? 
dpd into mop: fpiall particles, in the fimilitnde 
Of Powder $ and continue ltirripg it, until all 
the 'Vinegar you put in be; wholly confirmed; 
Then wafh the Eartbiqefs remaining; with Vine- 
and caft that away: repeating the fame 
wafhing fo often, as until the, Earthinefs of the 

f ircnry be changed into a maft. perfect C«- 
ine. Colon * , which is a fign it is perfectly 
yvaOiea. ;JFrorq thefe. We rnuft now pafs tq 

'-ii: ; 
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CHAP. V 1 J I. 

That five different ‘Properties of Perfe* 
Chon neceff drily constitute a moft per- 
fect Medicine •• whence it may be 
conjectured 9 from what Things tins 
Medicine is to be t token. . 

W E firft offer an Universal Difcourfe *touch- 
ing Medicines * with their Caufes * and 
manifeft Experiences . We therefore affirm, th^ 
unlefs every Thing (uperfluousf either by Medi- 
cine or by the way of Preparatiorijbt taken away 
from imperfect Bodies ; that is to fay, if frottt- 
them be not removed every fuperfluous Sul- 
phur eity* and every unclean Earthmefs* tliey 
cannot be purified, viz*, fo, as that in Fufidti 
they be not Separated from the Commixtion* 
after projection of the Medicine altering, then}. 
When you have found this, you have found 
one of the five Dtfferericies of Perfection. Like- 
wife, if the Medicine do not illuftVa re and al- 
ter into a White or Citrine Colour (according 
tq what your, intent is) which infers a jplen- 
den't • • 'Brightness i. and pleafant lucidity* 
diminifhed from JPerfettiSn are jfot perfected 
in an intire Compleaiment . ftdoreover, if to it 
you give not Lunar ,or Solar Fufi on fitter 
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ly, the Body is not alterable in Compleatment 3 
becaufe it abides not in the Tryals : but is al- 
together (Separated, and recedes from the Com- 
mixtion. But this, more amply determined 
by us, is demon ftrated in the following, in 
the Chapter of Cineritium. Fourthly, if the 
Medicine be not perpetuated with firm Al- 
teration of ImpreJJion, the Mutation of it avails 
not, becaufe it is not permanent, but the Im- 
prejfion vanifheth. Laftly, If it give not Weights 
of Perfect ion , it change th not with a firm and 
true Compleatment of Nature, in which no 
fraud may be admitted through the Error of 
Credulity. For the Weight of Nature is one of 
the iigns of Perfection. 

Therefore, feeing the Differencies of Per > 
fedtion are five, it is manifeft, that there is a 
neceflity, the Medicine of our Magiftery fhould 
exhibit thefe Differencies in Projection . By 
this, it is apparenr, from what Things our 
Medicine fhould^ be extracted. For it mu ft be 
prepared of thoffe Things, which nearly ad- 
/oyned to Bodies , readily alter, and amica- 
ble adhere to them jn their profundity. Where-*-' 
fore. We, fe^rfcHing into all other Things, by 
our Inveftigatioh found not any other Thing 
more friendly' to the Natures of Bodies , than 
Argentvive, prepared by this our Work^ ; We 
clearly difeerned it to be the true Medicine of' 
Ah entitles in Compleatment , with a true arid 
not moderately peculiar Alteration. 
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CHAP. IX- 

(Jf Pr rparations to be adhibited to the 
J Medicine , that it may acquire the due 
"Differencies of Properties, 

K OWit remains, that We determinately 
deferibe the Subftance thereof, and the 
Differencies of the Properties of the Subfiance. 
And feeing We found it not to change, with- 
out the Adminiftration of Alteration of its, Na- 
ture, We alfo found that it ought neceflanly 
to be prepared 5 becaufe it cannot be mixed 
in the profundity of Bodies , without the Me- 
thod of its Preparation . Whicli is, that the 
Subfiance of it be made fuch, as it may be 
pennixed in the profundity, even to the pro- 
fundity of the Body alterable, without Sepa- 
ration for ever. But this cannot be effected, 
unlefs it be very much fubtiliated, with cer- 
tain and determinate Preparation mentioned in 
the Chapter of Sublimation . Likewife, its Im- 
preffion cannot be permanent, unlefs it be fix- 
ed - nor can it illuftrate, unlefs its rnoft fplen- 
did* Subftance be extraded from it, with the 
Ingenuity of its Method, and Way of' Operati- 
on, by congruous Fire. Alfo this Medicine 
cannot have perfe<ft Fufion , unlefs great Cau- 
tion be ufed in its Fixation , that it may {of- 
ten 
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ten hard Bodies , and harden the fbfr. For it 
- is only fuch, when a fiifficiency of its Hu- 
midity is preferved, proportionate to the Exi- 
gency of that Fufion which is fought. 

Therefore, by the fore-going, *tis evident, 
that fuch a Preparation fhould be adminiftred 
to it, as by which , of it may be created a 
moft fulgent and purely clean Subfiance. Then 
it mull be fixed, but with very great Cauti - 
the. Artificer muft be fo well, skilled 
in the Admin i fixation of Fire , in the Way of 
its Fixation , that he may only fo far remove 
the Humidity , as fhall be fuflicient for com- 
pleating perfect Fufion . The way of effect- 
ing this, is thus: If you would by this Medi- 
cine mol li fie Bod es hard of Fufion , in the be- 
ginning of its Creation , a gentle Fire muft 
be adhibited. For gentle Fire is Confervative 
of Humidity , and Perfective of Fufion . But if 
you would have it harden foft Bodies , its 
Fire mull be vehement. For fuch Fire is Con- 
sumptive of Humidity i and hindring Fufion. And 
indeed, it is expedient for every well minded 
u4rtificer, to coniider all thefe Rules . Alfo, 
there is a necelTity of many other Confide - 
rations of the Weighty with their Caufes y and 
congruous Order . For the Caufe of great 
Weight is the Subtilety of the Subfiance of 
Bodies ,* and ZJniformity in the EJfence . And 
by this, the parts of them may be f b conden- 
sate, as nothing can come between 5 and~ the 
IDenfation of Parts is the encreafe of Weighty 
and the Perfection thereof. CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 

Of the 'Differencies of MedlcineSy 

that fome are of the fir ft Order * 
fome of the fecondy and others of the 
third \ 


T Herefore it is evident, that Subtility is ne- 
ceffarily required, as well in the Prepare 
tion of Bodiesy as in the Way of perfecting the 


Medicine by the Artifices of the Workj becaufe 
of how much the greater Weight bodies to be 
tranfmuted are, of fo much and greater per- 
fection they are found in our Inveftigation 
by *Art. Wherefore, our E>ifcourfe of Medi- 
cines will be rendred profitable, if We declare 
the Dfferencics of all Medicines. In order to 
which. We fay, there is neccffarily a three- 
fold Difference of Medicines . One is of the 
firft Order , another of the fecond, and an- 


N 

i : i 

I 

B 


other of the third* 


A Medicine of the firft Order , I call every 


Preparation of Minerals , which projected upon 
bodies diminifhed fron\ Perfection , impreffeth 
Alteration : which infers not a fufticient Com- 


pleatment, but the altered Body happens to 
be changed and corrupted, with the total 
Evaporation of the Imprejfion of the Medicine 
thereof : As is every Sublimation dealbative 

of 
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of Venus, or Mars, which receives not Fix- 
ation. And of this kind is every uddditament 
of the Cola nr of Sol, and Luna, or of Venus 
commixed, and fet in a Furnace of Cementati- 
on, as Zmiar, and the like. For this changed* 
with a Mutation not durable, but rather dimi- 
nifhing it (elf by Exhalation , 

A Medicine of the fecond Order , I call eve- 
ry Preparation , which , when it is projected 
upon Bodies diminiflied from Perfection, alters 
them, to fome Difference of Complsatment , al- 
together leaving the other Differenaies of Cor- 
ruption 5 as is the Calcination of Bodies , by 
which all that is fugitive is burnt away. And 
of this kind is a Medicine colouring Luna per- 
petually yellow, or perpetually deaibating 
If :UHS , leaving ocher Differ encies of Corruption 
in them. r 

A Med cine of thee third Ord.r I call every 
Preparation, which, when it comes to Bodies, 
with its projection , takes away all Corrup- 
tion, and perfects them with the Difference of 
all Comphatment . But this is one only. And 
therefore, by it. We are excufed from the 
Labours of the Invention of ten Medicines of 
the fecond Ord^r* 

Therefore the Work, of the firft Order is 
called the Leffcr, 5 the Work, of the fecond, 
the Middle j but of the third, the Great:r 
Work, And this Difference of all Medicines is 
flifjicient. 
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Of the Medicine of the Jir ft Orders deal-, 
bating Venus,* 

A Ccording to our Promife, We intend to 
l\. declare the Differencies of all Medicines 
bf a determinate Order ( feeing there is one 
Medicine of Bodies, and another of udrgent- 
vive : arid of Bodies, onb is of the firft Orders 
Mother of the fecond, and another of the 
third 5 and fo of ^drgentvive likewife ) firft ^ of 
the firft $ then of the fecond s and laftly, of the 
third Order . And We will in a compleat fpeech^ 
and congruous Ordeir , firft fpeak of the Me~ 
Heine of Bodies , blit afterward bf irgentvive • 
Therefore, touching the Medicine of Bodies , 
ofthe firft Order i We fay, there is one bf hard 
bodies, another of the fbft. Of hard Bodies , 
one is of Venus, another of Mars , another of 
Luna. That of Venus and Mars is the pure 
Bealbation of their Subffdnce 3 but Buna, the / 
Rubification of it, with Citrinity of a pleafing 
B rightnefs. For Rubifi cation with apparent 
B nghtnefs is riot given to Venus and Mars , by 
Medicine of the firft Order ; becaufe they be- 
ing totally unclean, are unapt to receive the 
fplendor of Rednefs , before they have been 
prepared With a Preparation inducing. Bright- 
nefs; O Therefore 
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Therefore We will firft fpeak of all the 
Medicines of Venus* and afterward of NWf* 
which are comprifed, in the firft Order. There 
is one Medicine whiteoinf* Venus* by Argent - 
•z live* and another by Arfiuck- By Argentvive , 
the Medicine dealbating it is thus compleatcd. 
Firft Argent'vive precipitated is diffoived, then 
calcined Venus diffoived likewife. Both thefe 
Solutions are mixed in one, and projected up- 
on the Body of Venus * after they are coagu- 
lated, This Medicine whitens and cleanfeth 
Venus . Again otherwife : Argent'vive and hi - 
thargiry are diflolved apart, and the Soluti- 
ons joyned together ; then a Calcination of the 
Body , which is intended to be Whitened* is 
diffoived likewife, and that Solution joyned 
with the former, and then coagulated to- 
gether : this Coagulate is projected upon the 
Body , and that is dealbated thereby. Other- 
wife, a Quantity of Argent'vive is fublimed 
often from its Body* until part thereof remain 
with it, with compleat Ignition . Then this 
Mixture is very often imbibed and ground with 
diftilled Vinegar* that it may the better be 
mixed in the profundity thereof ; then jfc i$ 
affated (or moderately calcined ) and laftly 
frefh Argentvive is in like manner fublimed 
from it, and the remaining Matter again im- 
bibed, and moderately calcined as before* 
And this Work is fo often repeated, as until 
a large Quantity of the Argentvive refide in 
it with compleat Ignition . This is a gopd 

Dealbation 
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Dealbation of the firft Order . Otherwife : 
Argentvive in its proper Nature* is fo often 
fublimed from Argentvive precipitated, until 
in it the fame is fixed, , and admits good Fu - 
fion. This fufed Matter is projected upon the 
Subfiance of Venus , and that is peculiarly, 
whitened. Otherwife Luna , and Lithargiry 
are diffoived apart, and the Solutions con joyn- 
ed $ and with them the Subfiance of Venus de- 
alba ted. But indeed, Venus is better whitened, 
if a trgentvive be perpetuated in all the Medi- 
cines. 

It is whitened by Arfnick fublimed, thus : 
the Calcinate of V ?nus is taken, and upon that 
is repeated the Sublimation of Arfnick* until 
it remain therewith, and whiten it. But if 
you be not weil skilled in the ways of Sub- 
limation , Arfnick will not perfevere in it with 
any Alteration. Therefore, after the firft De- 
gree of Sublimation , feconcfarily repeat the 
Work. > after the fame manner, as we taught 
in the Sublimation of Marc ha five. Alfo Venus 
is otherwife Whitened : for if you project Arf- 
nick, fublimed upon Luna , and then the whole 
upon Venus , it dealbates that peculiarly. Or 
firft mix Lithargiry * or burnt Lead diffoived, 
with Luna , and upon thefe caft Arfnick, and 
pro;e<ft the whole upon Venus , and fo it will 
be Whitened. And this is a good DealbdtioH 
of the firft Order . Or, upon Lithargiry alone 
diffoived and reduced, proje<ft Arfnick fubli- 
med * and the whole of this upon Venus in 

O a flux » 
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flux : for it whitens the fame with a curious 
Afpe<S. 

Or let Luna and Venus be commixed, and 
upon them proje6fc either of thefe above de- 
alba tive Medicines t For Luna is more friend- 
^ ly to ^4rf nick*.* than to any one of the Bodies , 
and therefore takes away Fraction from it: 
but Saturn fecondarily, and therefore We mix 
it with them; But otherWife, We melt <Arfnick, 
fublimed, that it may be all in a lump • which 
being broken. We projedt piece after piece 
upon Venus . We command it to be proje- 
cted in pieces, rather than in Powder 5 becaufe 
Powder is more eafily inflamed, than a lump} 
and therefore more eafily vanifheth, than it, 
and is confumed before it can fall fiery hot 
upon the Body . 

In like manner the Rednefs is taken away 
from Venus, and it is whitened with Tutia . 
But becaufe the j Dealbation of Tutia fufficeth 
not, therefore it only gives a Citrine Colour . 
* Yet every Citrination is of affinity to Whitenefs. 
The way of this is thus : every kind of Tutia 
is calcined and diflolved, and V ?nus likewife 5 
then both thefe Solutions are conjoyned, and 
with them the Subfiance of Venus is citrinated. 
If you be well skilled in working with Tutia, 
you will find profit. But it is whitened with 
Marchafite fublimed , as with Sublimate jir- 
gentvive, and the way is the fame. 
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CHAP. XII. 

Of Medicines deal&ating Mars. 

I T remains now, that We declare the Deal - 
bations of Mars* by M.edicines proper to 
itj which are, as to its FJJence , of the firft 
Order y according to which it hath not right 
Fuji on. Therefore *tis expedient We fhould 
dealbate it with a Medicine making it to flow.- 
Every dealbatiye Medicine of Venus andM^r^ 
likewife, is with its preparation of the fame 
Order . But the fpecial fufive of it , is -Atrf- 
nick^ of every kind. Therefore , with which 
foever it is dealbated and fufed, it is conve- 
nient it fhould be conjoyned, and wafhed with 
Argentvive, until all its Impurity be removed, 
and it be White , and fufible .• or elfe let it be 
red hot with vehement Ignition , and upon it 
Arfnick^ projected ; and when it fhall be in 
flux, caft a Quantity of Luna thereon. For 
when that is united with it, it is not fepa- 
rated there-from by any eafie ^Artifice. 

Or elfe, let Mars be calcined, and all its 
Soluble ^Aluminofity , inferring Corruption , wafh- 
ed from it, by the way of Solution now men* 
tioned. But afterward, caufe cleanfed -Ar[- 
nick^ to be fublimed from it , and reiterate 
tfaat Sublimation many times, until fome part 
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Of the Arfnick, be fixed therewith. Then, with 
a Solution of Lit hargiry mix, imbibe, grind, 
and moderately calcine , (eve ra! times 5 and 
laftly reduce it with the Fire We taught in 
the Reduction of Jupiter from its Calx . For 
from this it will go forth white, clean and 
fulible. Or only with fublimed A rfnic in 
its CalXy let it be reduced, and it will flow 
out white, clean, and fufible. But *t is expe- 
dient the Artificer fhould here oblerve the 
fame Caution We gave above of Vienus 3 in 
Reiteration of Sublimation of Arfnick. ( fixing 
it felf in its profundity) from it. Mars is 
likewife whitened by M archafite and Tutia, 
with the fame Ingenuity and Indufiry We have 
declared. Yet the T>ealbation t or Cleanjing of 
thefe is not (ufficient. 


CHAP. XIII. 

Of Medicines ciirmating Qor colouring). 

Luna. 

T Herefbre profecuting the Order of the 
Premifesy We with certain verity declare 
the Medicine ( citrinating the Subjlance of Lu- 
*** ) in the Order of the firft kind. This 
•Medicine is that which adheres to the fame 
in its profundity, and adhering colours, either 
by its proper filature , or by the Artifice of 
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this Magiftery. Therefore, We declare that 
fAedicine, which, arifing from its own root, 
adheres to it. But there are Artifices , by 
which We make a Thing of every kind to 
adhere, with firm Ingrefs . Yet this Medicine 
We extract either from Sulphur , or from Ar- 
gentvivey or from a Commixtion of both : by 
Sulphur more diminifhedly, but by Argentvive 
more perfectly. A l(o this Medicine is made 
of certain Mineral Things , which are not of 
this kind > as is Kitriol and Copper a j, which 
alfb is called Gum of Copper , and Stillacidy 
( or JOifhllation ) of the fame. Therefore firft 
We will mention all the Methods of Medicines , 
which arife from Argentvive 5 then, thofe that 
are from Sulphur , or from a Commixtion of 
both 3 and laftly that Medicine , which is from 
the Gum of Copper > or the like. 

The Method of that, which is made by Ar- 
gentvivey is this: Take Argentvivs precipi- 
tate, viz*, mortified and fixed by Precipitation 3, 
then put it in a Furnace of great Ignition 9 af- 
ter the manner of Confervation of Calxes 9 which 
We have already taught , until it be red as 
'Ufifur. But if it be not red, take a part of 
Argentvive not mortified, and with Sulphur re- 
iterate the Sublimation thereof. Yet the Sul- 
phur muft be cteanfed from all Impurity, and 
the Argentvive like wife. And after you have 
twenty times repeated the Sublimation of it 
upon the Precipitate , diffblve th^t with the 
dmolving fharpnels of Waters , and again cai- 

Q 4 cine 
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cine and diflolve it, until it be exuberantly 
fiifficient. After this, diflolve a part of Luna, 
and when difloived, mix the Solutions , and Co- 
agulate them, and projeCfc the Coagulate upon 
JLuna in flux. For it will colour it much with 
a peculiar Citrinity ♦ But if ^drgentvive in its 
precipitation be red, the afbrefaid Admini- 
fir at jo n, without £ommixtion of any Thing 
tinging it, is fufficient for the perfection of 
its projection. 

By Sulphur , Luna is alfo rubified, but its 
Rubification is difficult, and immenfly labo- 
rious. Luna is likewile citrinated with a So- 
lution of Mars : but the neceflity of this Wor^ 
induceth us firft to calcine it, and then to 
fix, which is an abundance of Labour. Af- 
terward We adminifter it with the fame Pre- 
par at ion , and the fame Projection,, pouring it 
upon the Subfiance of Lttna. And yet thence 
refujts not a fpiendid bright Colour , but dull 
and livid, with a mortiferous Citrinity . 

But the way of colouring it, which is made 
by Vitriol , or Copperas, is thus : . Be of either 
of them a certain Quantity, and fublime as much 
thereof, as can be fublimed, until with great 
expreflion of Fire it be fublimed. After this again 
fjiblime this Sublimate with Fire appropriate to 
ir, that of itr part after part may be fixed, un- 
til its greater part is fixed. But afterward, 

, . it mu ft be warily calcined, that a greater Fire 
" may be f dminiftred for its Perfection . This 
joeing done , it is difloived into a moft Red 
iS 4 r- * ' Water, 
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Water, that hath not its Peer. Then fb ope? 
fate, as you may give it Ingrefs into the 
nar Body. Thefe Procejfes are fufficiently de- 
monftraited to you, if you be a true Searcher 
of the perfeClb Work., as We have defer ibe<J 
ir 4 For We, feeing things of this kind pro- 
foundly and amicably to adhere to Luna » 
have cpnfidered ( and it is certain) that ttifefe 
ate from its own Radix ; and thence it is, that 
Luna is altered by them. Thefe Medicines^ 
which We have here inferred , are all of the 
firft Order. Yet there may be manifold other 
Methods of thefe Medicines , falving the EJfenc* 
of Pigmental Things , in the Variety of Methods s. 
For the Aiedicine of j&.rgentvi*ue is hot in this 
firft Or d&r, feeing it is, not a Medicine alters 
ing Luna with one only Difference, but alto- 
gether in total Compleatment . Others have 
invented many Medicines, yet one of thefe 
two necefiarily happens, viz,, either they are 
conftrained to create the Medicine of the fame 
Things, or of Things having the fame Nature $ 
or elfe they compound a Medicine , which with 
its Alteration is equivalent to that which it 
is not, arid which neither confers to the Clean, 
nor to the Parts of the Clean, until the Mo- 
ver, in the fublime Mobile of Nat ure, refts 
uncorrupt* 
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CHAP, XIV. 

Of the Difference of ‘Properties of Mf- 
dicines of the fecond Order. 

1 SJOW it is time We fhouldpafson to Me- 
dicines of the fecond Order, with a Dfi 
comfe truly fiifficient according to their Ex- 
igency* and manifeft Probations , with true Ex- 
perience, Therefore, feeing the Medicine of 
Bodies to be cleanfed is one, but of Argent- 
vivc perfeCUy coagulable another 5 We will 
flrft of all compleatly declare the Medicines 
of Bodies , and afterward the Medicine of the 
lame A rgentvive coagulable into a true 
S°lifick^* and Eunifick^* or Solar and JLuMf 
$ody. 

A Jidedicine of the fecond Order is that, which 
doth indeed compleat imperfect Bodies ; but 
with one only difference of PerfeSlion . Yet 
feeing there are many Caufes of Corruption in 
eyefy of the imperfect Bodies ,• viz., in Saturn, 
a volatile Sulphur eity, flight of its Argentvive 
( by both which Corruption muft neceffarily be 
induced and its Terrefireity 5 therefore the 
Medicine is made fo, as it can indeed totally 
remove one of them , or covering it adorn 
the fhme 5 only leaving all other Cau[es of 
PtnperfePbion. Therefore, forafmuch as in Bo- 

1 . 
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dies there is fbmewhat impermutable, which 
is innate in their Radix , and which cannot be 
taken away by Medicine of the fecond Orders 
that Medicine , which totally removes that 
from the Mixtion , is not called Medicine of 
the fecond, but of the third and greater Order. 
And, becaufe We fpund Superfluities of things 
volatile to be removed by the way of Calci- 
nation 9 and the Earthinefs not innate abolifh- 
cd by reiteration of ReduEHon ; therefore, there 
was a neceffity of inventing a Medicine of 
the fecond Order , which might indeed palli- 
ate ( or cover ) the innate, and mollifie the 
hard, and harden the (oft, viz.; in hard and 
foft Bodies , according to Compleatment, not 
fophiftical; but perfe&ly conftitute a true So - 
lificky or Lunifick^y of imperfect Bodies . 

Therefore, feeing it is manifeft, that in 
Bodies only foft, the fwiftnefs of EiquefaEHon 
cannot be taken away by the ingenious Ar- 
tifices of this Work^ * nor the Impurity innate 
in the Radix of their Principles removed; the 
invention of a Medicine neceffar^y happened, 
that in projection could infpiflate the Tenuity 
Of them , and infpiffating harden the fame 
to a Sufficiency of Ignition with their Liquefa- 
faEbioni and likewife in hard Bodies , attenu- 
ate their Spiffitude , and attenuating deduce 
them to fiifficient Velocity of EiquefaEHon , with 
their own property of Ignition ; and pallia- 
ting adorn the Cloxvdmefs of Bodies of either 
Kind^ and transform the one into White , and 
the other into Red, moft perfeCb This 
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This Medicine is not diverfified from a Me* 
4icine of the third Order y unlefs by the Im- 
perfeftion of lefler Preparation . And that it is 
not diverfified From it felf, is manifeft, in the 
Projection of diverfe Bodies , and its Accepta- 
tion of Pigments 5 but in the way of Prepara- 
tion only. For the Medicine infpiffating the 
■ Tenuity of fofc Bodies , neecis one induftry of 
Preparation 1 bur, attenuating the Spijfitpdeoi 
hard Bodies, another. Thefe indeed need the 
jMetbod of Confumptive Fire $ bu t thofe, the 
Adminiftration of Conferv at ion of their Hu- 


CHAP. XV. 

Of a Medicine Lunar and Solar, for im- 
perfect Bodies . 

TA7E now intend to compleat our Vni- 
V v verfal Difcourfe of the Medicine of this 
fecond Ordfry with a certain and true deter- 
mination. And firft We will defcribe the Lu- 
nar Medicines of all imperfeft Bodies , with the 
pyijf'er encies of their Preparations: afterward 
the Solar , with their proper Differences like- 
wife. We have already proved in our Dif- 
Qotirfe , that Sulphur is Corruptive of every kind 
of Perfection. But Argentvive is Perfective in 
the Works qf Nature^ with compleat Regiment. 

Therefore 
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Therefore We alfo, not changing, but imi- 
tating Nature $ in what Works it is poflible for 
Us to follow her ; do likewife affume Argent- 
vlve in the Magifbery of this Work.-, for a Me- 
Heine of each kind of Perfection , viz.. Lunar 
and Solar , as well of imperfect Bodies , as^ of 
Argentvive Coagulable . But feeing, according 
to What We above-mentioned, Wehavefaid, 
that there is a twofold Difference of Medicine 5 
one of Bodies 9 but the other of Argentvive truly 
coagulable 5 We are hence induced to give a 
certain Narration of bodies firft , and after- 
wards of Argentvive. 

The Matter^ per /<?, of this Medicine of eve- 
ry kind, is one only 5 and it is what is al- 
ready fufficiently known. Therefore take that, 
and if you would work according totheZ*- 
mr Order ; We protnifed to (hew, learn to be 
expert in Operating , and prepare That, with 
the known Ways of this Magijtery. The in- 
tention of which is , that you fhould divide 
the pure Subjtance from it, and fix pare there- 
of; but leave a part for Cerating 5 andfo pro-^ 
ceeding through the whole M agjfterjy until 
you compleat its defired Fujion. If it fud- 
denly flow in hard Bodies , it is perfect 5 but 
in fbft Bodies , the contrary. For this Medi^ 
cine projected upon any of the imperfe< 5 t Bo - 
dies 9 changeth it into a perfeft Lunar Body, 
if the known Preparations have been firft ad- 
hibited to this Medicine ; but if not, it leaves 
the fame dimtnifhed* yet in one only difference 
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of Perfection it perfeifts^ ak much as depends 
on the ^jdminiftration of the Order of a Me* 
dicine of this kind. But according to the third 
Order, a certain due Adminiftration not pre- 
ceding, it perfe&s in Projection only. 

A Solar Medicine (of this fecond Order) of 
every of the imperfect Bodies, is the fame 
Matter, and participates of the fame Regimen 
of Preparation. Yet in this it differs, viz,, that 
in the greater Subtiliation of Parts , by pro- 
per Ways of JDigeJHon, and in the Commix- 
tion of fubtile Sulphur ( with the Regimen of 
Preparation adminiftred ) with addition of th6 
Matter now known. The Regimen of it, is 
the Fixation of pure Sulphur , and the Solut'u 
on thereof, as is known. For with this the 
Medicine is tinged, and with it projected up- 
on every of the Bodies diminifhed from Per- 
fection , it compleates the fame in a Solar Com - 
flpatment , as much as depends on the Prepa- 
ration of a Medicine of this fecond Order ; 
the knovs^n and certain Adminiftration of the 
Body diminifhed preceding. Alfo the fame 
projected upon Luna, perfects it much , in a 
peculiar Solar compleatment. 


CHAP; 
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CHAP. X V I. 

' 1 . 

Of the Medicine Coagulating Urgent- 

*ui*ve» 

A Ccording to the Order of the Premifes, 
f\. it concerns us, for Compleatment of the 
Work, to proceed to the Narration of the 
Wiedicine coagulating Argentvi've . Therefore 
We fay it is taken, from fuch Matter as the 
Hatter of it felf is, w'*.. according as is fpe- 
cified in many Chapters of this Work, And 
that is, becaufe u 4 rgent<vi've, feeing it is eafi- 
ly fugitive, without any Infiamation, rnayfud- 
deiily adhere to it, in its profundity, and be 
conjoyned with it through its leaft parts, and 
fckewife infpiftate, and conferve it in Fite 
by its own Fixation 5 until it be better able 
to fuftain the force of Fite , confuming its 
Humidity ; and convert it, by the benefit of 
this in a Moment , into true Solifick. and 
nijick* according to that, for which the Me- 
dicine was prepared. 

But feeing We find not any Thing more 
to agree with it, than That, which is of its 
own Nature 5 therefore, by reafon of this 
We judged, that with that the Medicine there- 
of might becompleated 5 and We endeavour- 
ed by Ingenuity to make the Form of the 

Medicine 
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"Medicine agreeable to the fame. That is to 
fay, it muft be prepared, in the Adethod and 
Way ndW mentioned, with theinftanceof long 
continued Labour 5 by which all the fubtile, 
and moft pure Subfiance of it may be render- 
ed perfectly White in Litna y but intenfly Citrine 
in Sol. Yet this cannot be cofilpleatfcd fo, as 
to create a Citrine Colour , without the Mix- 
tion of a Thing tinging it, which is of its own 
Nature. But , with this moft pure Subfiance 
of jirgentvive the Medicine is perfected, by 
the Ingenuities of the Work ^ of this Mkgifiery , 
which moft nearly adheres to u 4 rgent'i/i f ve y and 
is moft eafily fluxed, and coagulates it* For 
it converts it into a true Solifick, and Lunifici ^ 
with preparation of that always preceding. 
The grand J^ueftion is, from what Things 
this Subfiance of ^Argentvive may belt be ex- 
tra&ed. To which. We anfwering lay , It 
muft be taken from thofe Things, in which 
it is. But, according to Nature^ it is as well 
in Bodies , as in ^drgent'vive it felf, feeing they 
are found to be of one Nature. In Bodies 
more difficultly , in \Argentvive more nigh, but 
not more perfectly. Therefore, of what kind 
foever the Medicine is to be, the Medicine df 
the precious Stone muft be as well fought in 
Bodies , as in the Subftance of jdrgentvive . 


Chap. 
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C H A P. XVII. 

flozv Ingrefs is procured in lAedi cities 

by Artifice . , ‘ 

* 

Tjtit, becaufe it happens, that a Adedic/ne 
JD is fometirhes mixed , fometimes . not ; 
therefore We will declare the Way of per- 
rnixing, viz., how every Thing, or each pe- 
culiar Adedicine not entring., ( may moft pro- 
fbundly acquire Ingirefs into a Body. The Way 
iij *by Dijfolution of that which enters, 1 and by 
pjjjolution of that which enters not , and by 
Commixtion of both Solutions . . Tor it makes 
every Thing to be ingreffive, of what kind 
fbever it be, that is through its leaft parts 
cOhjoyned with it. Yet this is cdrtipieated by 
Solution j and Fufion y in things ptpt fufible, is 
cbmpleated 3 y the lame 5 therefore, they are 
the more apt to have Ingrefs, and to alter. 
This is the Caufe , why We calcine fbme things, 
which are not of the Nature of tftefe, that 
they may the better be diffoived 5 and they 
are diffoived, that Bodies may the better re- 
ceive Imprsfiion from them, and from them 
likewife, by thefe, be prepared and cleahfed. 
Or We give Ingrefs to thefe , which are not 
permitted to enter by reafon of their 
iude y with manifold reiteration of the Stivli- 

p ination 
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mat ion \ of Spirits not infiamable upon them, 
viz., of ArfnicJ^, and Argent'vive not fixed} 
or with manifold Repetition of the Solution 
of that which hath not Ingrefs . 

Yet, a good Caution for giving Ingrefs to 
: Things impermixable, is that the Body be dif- 
fblved, which you would have to be changed 
and altered, by thefe 5 and the Things likewife 
diflolved, which you would have both to enter 
and to alter. Never thelefs, Solution cajnnot 
be made of all Parts , but of fome 5 with 
Which this or that Body, not another, mull be 
imbibed time after time. For by this benefit 
it hath Ingrefs only into this , or that necef- 
larilys but this doth not neceffarily happen 
in any other Body. Therefore every Thing 
mull needs have Ingrefs by thefe Ways, by the 
benefit whereof it depends on the Nature of 
that, to have ingrefs (asWefaid ) and to alter, 
.with Coinmixtion found out. By this prece* 
. dent Difeourfe is compleated tf}e Number often 
Jtfedicines, with a fufficient Pralh^fon of them. 


■7 e H A P. XVIII. 

Of the Medicines of the third OrdeY 
1 in General \ 

T Hereford now We proceed to the Medi- 
cine of the thifd Order , Of this Order 
^ ^ ^ ^ there 
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there is a twofold Medicine, viz,i Solar and 
Lunar. Yet in Effence it is one, and in on e 
Way of afting 5 and therefore by our Ance- 
stors , whole Writings We have read, it is called 
One only Medicine. Never thelefs there is an ad- 
ditament of a Citrine Colour, made of the moft 
clean Subfiance of Fixed Sulphur, which con- 
llitutes the Difference between this and that, 
viz., the Lunar and Solar Medicine 5 this con- 
taining that Colour in it felf, but the other 
g not. This Order is called the third Order of 
the greater Work : and that, becaufe greater 
Sagacity of Indujiry is required in the Admi- 
niftration thereof, and in the preparation of 
its Perfe&ion 5 alfo it needs longer labour for 
Compleatment of the Verity of the fame. 

Therefore the Medicine of this Order is not 
diverfe in Effence from the Medicine of the fe- 
cond Order , unlefs by the moft lubtile Degrees 
of Preparations Creation of it, and by the long 
continued lnfiance of Labour . All thefe De- 
grees We intend to declare with compleat- 
ment of Speech , and exactly fhew the Way of 
Preparation , with its Caufes and manifeft Ex- 
periences 5 and the many Degrees alfo of Ways 
of Preparation of this third Order. For the Solar 
Medicine needs one Way, In compleat Prepay 
ration of Pigments 5 but the Lunar another.’ 
The firft indeed, with the Admlnifiration of 
Sulphur tinging it 5 but the fecond, not. 

Pa CHAP, 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Of the Lunar Medicine of the third 
Order . 

F Irft, We will declare the way of Admini- 
ftration of the Lunar Medicine, which is 
thus : R: the known Stone of it, and by the 
Way . of Separation divide its moft pure Sub- 
stance, and keep it apart. Then fix fome of 
that Tart, which is moft pure, leavihg the Re- 
mainder. And when it fhall be fixed, diflolve 
what is foluble of it 5 but what is not folu- 
ble, put to be calcined 5 and again diflblve 
the Calcinate, until again what is foluble of 
it be altogether diffolved. Continue this Pro- 
cefs , until the greater ' Quantity be diflolved. 
Then . mix all the Solutions together, and co- 
agulate them. * This being done, gently co< 5 t> 
ing* keep the Coagulate in a Temperate Fire , 
until greater Fire may commodioufly be ad- 
nriiniftred for its Perfection. Therefore reite- 
rate all thefe Orders of Preparation upon it 
four times, and laftly' calcine it by its own 
way: for fo adminiftring you have fuffici- 
ently governed the moft precious Earth of 
the Stone. Then by the fubtile Way of In- 
genuity , conjcyn a Quantity of the part a- 
bqve referred , witji part of this prepared 
4 ^ Earth , 


C 2‘} ) 

Earthy through its Ieaft particles. This being 
done, with Intention of Elevation, fublime it 
by the aforefaid way of Sublimation , until the 
fixed with the not fixed, he totally elevated. 
Which if you fee not, again add a Quantity 
of the not fixed Part, until enough be added 
for Elevation thereof. Therefore, when i t fliall 
be once all elevated, repeat its Sublimation , 
until by repetition of this Operation , it be to- 
tally fixed. When it fhall be fixed, again im- 
bibe it with Quantity after Quantity of the 
not fixed, by the Way to you known, until 
the whole fhall again be elevated. Then a- 
again fix it, until it have eafie Fufion 9 with 
its Ignition. For this is the Medicine, which 
transforms every Body diminifhed frorn Perfe- 
ction, and every udrgentvive of what kind fo- 
ever, into a moft perfect Lunar Body . 


CHAP. XX. 

Of the Solar Medicine of the third 
Order . 

THE Preparation of this Solar Medicine , 
made with the Addit ament of Sulpbutnot 
burning, by Way of Fixation , and Calcination , 
perfectly adminiftred with fubtile Jhtdufiry 5 
and by manifold repetition of Solution , until 
it be rendred Clean . For by the perfect Ad- 
. p 5 miniftration 
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rnimflration of theft preceding, its cleaning 
by Sublimation will be compleated. The Wax 
Of this Hdditament y is thus : J 

Reiterate the Sublimation of the not fixed 
part of the Stone, with this laid Sulphur , in- 
gemoufly conjoyning them, until they be firlt 
eleyated together, and then fixed lo. as to a- 
btde in the Heat of Fire without afcenfion. 
lne oftner this Order of compleating the 
Exuberancy, (hall be repeated, the more will 
the Exuberancy of this AFcdicine be multipli- 
ed, and the more its Goodnefs augmented, and 
I - Augmentation of the PerfcEbion thereof 
highly multiplied alio. We will here indeed, 
in a brief, compleat, and known Speech ( to 
Itop the envious Clamours of the Impious) 
declare the whole Compleatment of this Ma- 
g*fteryi which thus take : 

The Intention of it te, that by way of Sub- 
limation , the Stone and its Hddit ament may molt 
perfectly be cleanfed 5 and accordingly by 
the Way of Ingenuity, the fugitive fixed in 
* Afrervva ^ the Fixed made P^olatib, 

and^ the V'olatile again fixed. And in this Or- 
^ is compleated the moft Precious Hrcanum, 
which is above every Secret of the Sciences 
of this World , and is a Tr.eafure ineltimable. 
Pa you difpofe your felf by Exercife to it, 
with very great fnflance of Labour , and with 
continuance of immenfe Meditation . For by 
thefe you will find it, but without them not. 
And indeed, in Preparation of the Stone 7 the 

Reiteration 
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Reiteration Of the Goodnefs of Admlnifiration 
upon this Medicine , may with Induftrious ' 

Warinefs be fo far available, as to enable it . 
to change Hrgentvive into an infinite true So- 
lificj^y and Lunific^y and not need any thing 
more, than its Multiplication . 

Now let the High G OD of Nature, blef— 
fed and glorious, be praifed, who hath re- 
vealed to Us the Series of all Medicines , with 
the Experience of them, which by the good- 
nefs of his Infiigation , and by our own in- 
ceffant Labour , We have fearched out 5 and 
have feen with our Eyes, and handled with 
our Hands , the Compleatment thereof fought 
■ in our Magifiery. But if We have concealed 
this, let not the Son of Learning wonder. For 
We have not concealed it from him, but have 
delivered it in fuch a Speech , as it muft ne-, 
ceffariiy be hid from the evil, and unjuft, 
and the unwife cannot difcern it. Therefore, 

Sons of DoEbrine , fearch ye, and ye will find 
this moft excellent Gift of GOD refervedfor 
you only* Ye Sons of Eolly» Wi c kedn efs, and 
evil Manners , fly far away from this Science 5 
becaufe it is inimical and adverfe to you, 
and will precipit you into the miferable State 
of Poverty ; For this Gift of GOD is abfb- 
lutely, by the Judgment of Divine Providence 
hid from you, and denyed you for ever. 

Therefore, having inquired into the Ways 
of all Medicines , We, profecuting our intend- 
ed Purpose- mult pafs hence to thole Things, 
r J p 4 which 

i 
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which. Jnake known the Perfection of thi$- 
Magifter/, with the Caufes of its Probations. 
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The Third and Laft Part of this Second 
Book : Of the Probations of Perfe- 
ction. "• 



C H A P. I. 


Zhe 'Di'vijion of What follows. 

QMitting manifeft Experiences, of which 
We make no mention , feeing they are 
knqwn and certain to all, viz,, of the Weight + 
Colour and Extension under the Hammer, which 
jfre difcerned, without any Sagacity of Indu- 
Jtry * We with Warinefs make Tryal tiy the Ex r- 
periences of Artificers, Whether Projection of 
W Hdminifiration of this Art, be a Compleat 
went with Verity, inferring the fame 5 which 
are C merit lam Cor the Tefi called a Cupel ) 
Cement, Ignition , Fuji on 5 Expofition oyer acute 
Vfipour, Probation of Burning Sulphur by Mix- 
tPonrv Extinction, y Reiteration of Calcination and 
Reduction , and the eafie or difficult Sufceptton 
pfArgentziive. Therefore We fhall fir ft fpeak 
Of the^e according to Order 5 and afterward* 
Keeping the fame Order, proceed to other 

things. 


C zl 7 ) 


things, which We intend ( according to pro- 
mife) to declare with the. known Caufes of 
them. 


C H A P. II. 

Of Cineritium, why fome Bodies abide 
in it, but others not . 

\J\7E come firft to fpeak of Cineritium , 
\ v with all its manifeft Caufes , and of the 
Way of its ConfeCtion. Th e Solar and Lunar 
Subftance, is only permamerit in the Tryal of 
Cineritium . Thereiore fearching out the true 
Dijferencies of the Subfiance of thefe Perfect 
Bodies , and likewife the Caufes of the Cine - 
Titian , We will make Tryal , which of the im- 
perfect Bodies more, and which lefs abide in’ 
the Examen of this Atagiftery. Yet by lls is 
already fufficiently declared the Secret of thefe 
two Bodies , in the Profundity of their Subfiance . 
And it is this, viz., that their firft Radix was 
a large Quantity of Argentziive, and the pureft 
Subfiance of it 5 at firft moft fubtile, but af- 
terward infpiffate, until it could admit Fufion 
with Ignition . Therefore, whatfoever Bodies 
diminifhed from Perfection, have more of Ear - 
thinefs , they lefs abide in this Examen $ but! 
what have lefs, more. Becaufe thefe do in- 
deed more adhere, by reafon of the fubtilety- 
Ji... of 


C 2 *8 > 

of their Parts, clofely permixing and uniting 
them. So likewife, Bodies that are of great- 
er Tenuity 5 or on the contrary, of greater 
Spiffitude, than thofe which con fill in Perfe - 
5 muft neceflarify be altogether feperated 
from the Commixtion. For being not of the 
fame Fufion, therefore they are feparated. 
And indeed. Bodies , which partake of a leffer 
I •Slgxntity of frgentvive , are more eafily fepa- 
rated from the Commixtion. J 

Therefore, *tis evident, that feeing Saturn 
is of much Earthinefs , and contains a fmall 
^Osjantity of Argentvive, and of an eafie Te- 
nuity of Liquefaction, which are moftly oppo- 
fite to the Perfection of a Cineritious Examen 5 
therefore of ail the Bodies , by the .Artifice 
Of the Cineritium , it indures ieaft in theC?j»- 
mixtion i yea. It is feparated , and vanifheth 
molt fpeedily. Wherefore, feeing of all Bodies 
diminished from Perfection it molt gives way 
and recedes 5 by that it is more proper for 
the Examen of our Magiftery 5 and the realbn 
is, becaufe it fooner takes it flight, and fooner 
draws every of the imperfetf: Bodies with it 
felffrom the Mixture. Affo, by reafon of 
this , the greater Quantity of the perfedfc Body 
is preferved from the ftrong Combufiion of the 
Fire of the Examen 5 and therefore , by the 

Tryal of Lead it is lefs burnt, and more eafily 
purified. _ 

^But becaufe the Sub fiance of Jupiter con-, 
tains more of Argentviye % and partakes of a 

leffsr ' 
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Idler Quantity of Earthinefs, and of greater 
Purity , and of a more fubtile Subfiance of it, 
therefore it is more faffe in the Mixtion , 
than Saturn, and Venus 5 becaufe it more ad- 
heres in the Profundity thereof » And this is 
the Caufe , why a larger Quantity of the per- 
fed Body is abfumed, befor e Jupiter conjoyn- 
can be feparated From the Commixtion . 
Yet Venus gives Fufion with Ignition 5 but be- 
caufe its Fufion is flower, than of a perfect 
Body, therefore it is feparated from the Com - 
mixtion, yet more flowly than Saturn , by rea- 
fon of the Ignition of its fufible Sub fiance . But 
becaufe it contains lels of the Quantity of 
Argentvi've , and is of greater Earthinefs , and 
of a more thick S ubfiance , therefore it is more 
eafily feparated from the Mixtion , than Jupiter 5 
becaufe Jupiter more adheres in the Profundity , 
than Venus. 

Mars hath not Fufion , and therefore is not 
permixed 5 which happens, by reafon of De- 
privation of Humidity . But if it chance that 
it is permixed by Vehemency of Fire\ then, 
becaufe it hath not Humidity , by imbibing 
the Humidity of Sol or Luna, it is united 
thereuijto through its leaft parts : therefore, 
although it hath much Earth , and little Ar- 
yentvi'ue , and wants Fufion , yet it can by no 
flight Artifice be feparated from them. There- 
fore by this the Induftty of the Artificer is 
dilated, unto the true Rectification of every 
Rody, if he rightly know the Efficacy of That, 

which 



CHAP. IV. 

Of Cement, ivhy fome Sadies fufain 
it more * and others l efs . 

W E have faid, that fome Bodies more, and 
others lefs, are burned by the Calcina- 
tion of Fire,, viz*, they which contain a greater 
Quantity of burning Sulphur, more 5 butthiy 
that contain lefs, lefs. Therefore, feeing Sol 
hath a lefs Jggantity of Sulphur , than other 
Metallic^ Bodies , it is not ( in the raidft of 
all Mineral Bodies ) burnt by Inflammation of 
Fire, And Luna , next to Sol , partakes of a 
lefs Quantity of Sulphur , than the other four 
Bodies , yet more than Sol . Therefore, accor- 
ding to this, it can lefs bear the Ignition of 
Inflammation for a long (pace of time, than 
So/ 5 and by confequenee lefs bear Things 
burning by a like Nature^ but Venus lefs than 
it ; becaufe it confifts of more Sulphur , and 
* of greater Earthinefs , than Luna 5 therefore can 
lefs bear the Inflammation of Fire . p upitet 
lefs aifo than So/ or Luna, becaufe it partakes of 
greater Sulphureity and Earthinefs , than either 
of them j yet it is lefs burnr by Inflammation , 
than but more than Sol and Luna. 

Saturn in its Commixtion by Nature , holds 
more of Earthinefs and Sulphureity, than any 
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of thefe now mentioned Bodies 5 therefore it 
is fooner and more eafily inflamed, than all 
the laid Bodies 5 and by inflamation it is more 
fwiftly burnt, becaufe it hath Sulphureity more 
nearly conjoyned, and more fixed than fa- 

piter. 

Mars is not burnt by it felf, but by Occi- 
dent ^ For when it is mixed with Bodies of 
much Humidity , it imbibes that Humidity , by 
reafon of its own Want of the fames and 
therefore being conjoyned, it is neither in- 
flamed nor burned, if the Bodies, with which 
it is ZInited, be neither inflamable, nor com- 
buftible. But if combuftible Bodies be mixed 
with it, it neceflarily happens ( according to 
the Nature of their Comb ufl ion ) that Mars is 
burnt and inflamed. Therefore, feeing Cement 
is conftituted of inflamable Things , the necef- 
fary Caufe of Its Indention is manifeftj and it 
was, that all combuftible Things might be burn- 
ed. And fince there is one only Body incojrnbu- 
ftible, that alone, or what is prepared accor- 
ding to the Nature of that, is kept fafe ipC?- 
ment * Yet fome abide more, others Iefsy in 
Cement: But which abide more, and which 
lefs, are known with their faid Caufes . There- 
fore Luna abides Cement more, but Marslefs, 
Jupiter lefs than Mars , and Venus lefs thanjfa- 
piter 5 but Saturn leaft of all* 


CHAP. 
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The Examen of Cement , how it is 
. to be compounded and exerctfed. 

j^OW We 'Wjfl declare the Way of Cement- 
ing* Seeing it is known to Us, that Ce- 
mthiis very heceftary, in the E x Amen of Per - 
fiePHon^ We fay it if compounded; of infiama- 
ble\Things. Of this kind are alt blackening, 
penetrating; J and * burning Things ; a$ 
is Vitriol^ Salarmaifixc, F 16 s <s>£rjs , and thean- 
eieftt; Fi&ile ^d^. aiid cl ^ety ffnatl . Quantity 
for nothing of Sulphur, and ; rtians-ZJriHe, 
Withlike acute ^ 'and penetrating "Things* All 
thefe are impdft^d /with Virile :is?ine 9 and 
fpr^ad upon thffijFiities of that fe^y, which 
ybti ftitend ftiall bi "Examined by this way of 
Prtbation. THiArt fre Taid Plates tnulf be laid 
Upojti a Crate of Iron included in an Earthen 
Vejfeli yet fb, as drib touch not J thte other, 
that ; the vertiie of the Fire faay Jiave free 
-Jicc$~ia LV tlk6rii* Thus the whole 
itiUfHBe kept in 'Pife\ in a lfrong Earthen Vef- 
for the Ifpdce at three days:/ But here* 
great Camion is required, that the Plates may 
be kept fire-hot , but not melt. After the 
third Day, you will find the Plates cleanfed 
ftom all Impurity , if the Body of them was 
l - perfect: 
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perfeft : if not, they will be wholly corrupt 
ted; and burnt in the Calcination. 

Some expofe Plates of Jldetal to Calcination , 
without a compofition of Cement , and they are 
purified in like manner, if the Body be ofP<?r- 
feElion : if not, they are totally confumed. 

Yet in this laft Examen they need a longer 
fpace of time, that are thus purified by the 
only inflamatiOn of Fire , than thofe that are 
examined by the Judgment of Cement . 

And feeing the Mature of Luna differs not 
much from the Mature of Sol , therefore by a 
certain neceffary way of sldm.niflration , it refts 
with it in the Tryal of Cement. And there is 
no Separation of Bodies each from orher in 
thefe two kinds o fTryal, unlefs that beocca- 
Honed by reafon of the Diverfity of Compofition 
of their Subfiances : becaufe thence refults Di- 
versity of Fu } on , and Spijfitude and Rarity . 

Which are indeed the Caufes of Separation • 
becaufe , by reafon of the firong Compofition J 

of fome, their Subfiance is not corrupted by 
the Subfiance of the Extranectis Body , feeing a 
Mixtion of them could not be made through 
their leaft parts. Therefore, in fuch a Com- 
mixtion , they muff neceffarily be feparated 
each from other, without the total Corruption 
of the Effence of them. Wherefore, the com- 
pleat ^Idminifi ration of imperfc<ft Bodies , is di- 
feerned, when they are by Ingenuity of Pre- 
jar at ion found to be of the fame Fuji on , Igniti- 
on , and Solidity , 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Of Ignition. 

I T remains now, that We treat of Ignition. 

Having declared, that Bodies of greateft 
Perfection, with determinate Ignition, are found 
to receive the Fire, before Fujicn of them; 
therefore we here iky, if our u4im be to find 
out the compleat ^Alteration of them, there is 
a neceflity to bring fuch Bodies to their Fur 
fion . And before thele bodies of PerfeBHon be 
filled, to lee them admit Ignition ,‘ with infla- 
mation of a plealing Celcftine Colour , and this, 
before their Ignition comes to the Whitenefs 
of Fire , which the Eye can in no wife di- 
feern. 

Therefore, *tis manifeft, that the perfect /£- 
n ition of them is ( before Fufion ) with intenle 
Rednefs , and not with Whitenefs, which the Eye 
cannot behold. For if the adminiftred Bodies 
be melted, before they are red hot with Fire, 
they are not in Compleatment . And if they 
be made Fine* hot with labour, and ftrong 2:#- 
prejfion of Fire , their .Admini ft ration is not 
true : and this indeed, if it happen in lofc 
Bodies . Becaule, the lkme is only found in 
Mars, For Ignible Bodies do not eafily in the 
way of Preparation , admit Ignition $ nor fiifible 

Bodies, 
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r X ,ghc Fu f ,on > which We find in 
perfeft according to Nature, if 

of r ^ m pfea e fing U C'2 e /? r W?* yield not Fl « me 

ot a pieaiing CeUfi me Colour , their ^idntini- 
£ ot compleat. And if any pare 
tf the «***■, Colour, Beauty, I tuition a^d P f£ 
be C° un d diminiflied, by'reafon of the 

SESr.S ^ 

p* h ' m make a 


CHAP, VlL 
Of Fufion, or Me/ting. 

Narration of Fufion, We Ihall f u ffi- 

°f a« accc T din g to th oExatnen 

t AU Bodies by the certain Ignition of them 

Therefore We fay, that Fufion with Ignittn^s 

trvlifd^TT ° f Per f eElto ” * yee^ot with 
T g»ttion, but with Ignition, in 

and wirhr B °— w ? xet ^. not altogether White t 
pal enTrs h /f *r ‘ m which is not made a dull 
S i 3n . d ,n which the Body is 

tely after 1 / ™f* ted i L, or flows not immedi- 

rith 7 J^ri *£ u u - £ or when 3 Body flows 
h ver y fmal * preflure of a weak Fire, 

Q* 2 either 
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either without ignition , or with a paiid IgnTtt^ 
oh 5 a Bo^y of this Preparation muft needs be 
a Body of Imperfection : fome one of the im- 
perfedf Bodies , ill diminifhed Artifice* 

And if a iW/ after Fufion be not fuffered 
prefently to cool, and its Ignition be fudden- 
ly turned altogether into Blacknefs , and by 
reafon of that , lofeth its Ignition before it 
Waxeth hard, it is not a Body in Ccmpltat- 
ment , of what kind foeVer it be. Bui this is 
to be imputed to foftnefs, and that it is one 
of the kinds of imperfe<ft Bodies . 

And if the Ignition of a Body , before Fuji- 
on thereof, be made with laborious and vio- 
lent ExpreJJion - of ftrong Fire', and with a 
Ray of Brigbtnefs ineftimabie, altogether Whitt 
and fhining $ it is not a Body of Perfection^ 
but a Body of Uardnefs altered. Alfo, if af- 
ter Fufion thereof, and when taken from the 
Fire, it be fuddenly hardned, that it flow not, 
the fulgent Ignition thereof remaining, it is 
not a Body of Lunar , or Solar Perfection f of 
what kind and preparation foever the Ba^ad- 
miniflred Was* but comes under the Nature of 
the Diff^rencies of Mars. 

Therefore , by the abovefaid ’tis evi- 
dent, that in fufible Bodies, by the Experiment 
of them mav be found a threefold Ignition , 
before Liquefaction of their Suhftances, •viz.. One, 
Pal id * the other. Red and Cleary and the third 
moft White , fhining with a Ray. Thefirftisof 
fbvtBodies $ the fecond, of perfe< 5 t Bodies 5 but 

* the 


C 229 ) 

the third, of hard Bodies 3 as is proved by Reafon, 
and Experience. He that defires tofearch out the 
Degree of all thefe I n tdons^ that he may com- 
pleat all fufible Bodies , let him confider of the 
fufliciency complsat for the Perfection of Fu- 
fon , and by considering , recollect the diffe- 
rence of al* the figns of the Degree of Fufion , 
and fb indeed he will find ; otherwife not. 
This is offered to you for an J Exemplar, in 
all manners of Examination by us determined, 
and to be determined. And this may fuflice to 
be fpoken of Fufon. 


CHAP. VIII. 

Of the Exfojition of Bodies over the 
Vapours of acute Things* 


T““Herefore, profecuting our intended Fif- 
■'* cour/e. We now declare the Expojition of 
bodies over the Vapours of *Acute “Things , viz*. 
of Things Sharp , Saline, and Sower. We fee 
Bodies of Perfection, expofed over the Vapours 
of the (aid *Acute Things, either little or no- 
thing at all to flower, or to emit a moft 
pleafant Cel fine Flos . But the pureft Gold 

flowreth not. Yet Luna , or Sol, not pure. We 
find to flower, when expofed over the Vapours 
of cute Things , and to yield a moft plea- 
font Cel fine Flos * yet that of Sol is more de- 
lightful, than that of Luna . We therefore, 

• Q..3 by 
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by reafbn of this. Imitating Nature, do in 
like manner create a Cel eft me Colour in pre- 
pared Bodies j which Colour is perfected by the 
Goadnefs of A rgentyive , as is Efficiently de- 
clared by us in the precedent. 

Therefore, what fo ever prepared Bodies fhall 
be fet over the Vapours of petite Things, and 
not create a Celeftine plcafant Colour, they ex— 
ift not in the total compleatment o f Prepa- 
ration. There are fome Bodies , which in the 
Ex amen of Saline Things, flower in their Su- 
perficies, with a dull red, or dull citrine Co- 
lour mixt with Greennef Si of this kind is Mart, 
Some flower with a dull Greennefs , mixt with 
a turbid Celeftine Colour $ of this kind is Ve- 
nus. Some are found to yield a dull White, 
• anc ? p? this kind is Saturn . And fome a clear 
White, of which kind Jupiter is. Therefore, 
the moft perfect Body flowers leaft, or nothing 
at all 5 and if it yield any Flos, it is in a long 
fpace of time. And ifideed , among Bodies 
wanting the compleatment of Perfection, fupitir 
moft flowly flowreth its Gummofity . Thence, by 
the JExamen of this Afagiftery, We confider 
Jupiter, in the Work, of the Greater Order, moft 
nearly approximate to Perfection. And by this 
JExamen it may beknown, in what kind ofTetn^ 
perament, the Body confiftsy if you rightly con- 
flder the Order of thele Things, which we have 
declared in this Chapter z but if you know not 

this, impute that to the fojly of ybur own Rafh- 

* 
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CHAP. IX. 

Of the Extinction of Softies Eire-hot . 

now fpeak intirely of the Examen of 
v Extinction : of which there is a mani- 
fold Experience i whereby it is known, whether 
the Afagifiery confift in Perfection or not. 
Therefore, firft if the Body ignited ( or heat 
rod-hot) be extinguifhed in Liquor, and the 
lunar yield not a White Colour , and the So- 
lar a Bright Citrine , but is changed into an 
Alien Colour 5 the Alteration is not in com- 
pleatment of this Afagiftery. And if in re- 
peating its Ignition and Extinction, in the Wa- 
ters of Salts or Allomes , by whatfoever kind 
of Adminiftration created, it yield a Scoria 
of affinity to B lacknefs in its Superficies 5 or 
if in the Extinction of it in Sulphurs, and from 
the Extinction , with often repeated Ignition , 
it vanifh, or infe<ft it fe If with a foul .Blacky 
nefs 5 or by compulfion of the Hammer breaks 
it felf to pieces 5 the Artifice of the Work, is 
fallacious. Or if it, with Cementation of the 
Mixture of Salarmoniac Verdegreafe , and 
Bi oys-ZIrine , or of Things like in Nature, be 
expofed to the Fixe , and after the Ignition, 
and Extinction of it ( whether Lunar or Solar ) 
it totally lofe its proper Colour, or create a 
Scoria, it is manifeft, that the Body doth yet 
remain in Sophiftick Corruption. Yet We give 
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you one certain General Rule, and that as 
well in thefe prefent, as in the Examens fol- 
lowing ; if among the differeneies of Perfe - 
the altered Body {hall change any thing 
of its Weight* or Colour, the *Arti(l * hath not 
rightly, but phantaftically proceeded in his 
Work.: which is a Thing not profitable, but 
deftrucfcive rather. 


CHAP. X. 

Of the yldmixtion of burning Sulphur* 

J^Ikewife, by the Mixtion of Sufp&uris pro- 
ved, Whether the ALagiJbery confift in Per- 
fection, or not. For by our E rperience We find, 
that Sulphur commixed with Bodies , burns fome 
more, others lefs: and by our .Artifice We 
have difcerned, that fome retire from its com- 
buftion, and fome not. And hence may be 
noted the difference between tho fe Bodies, di- 
minifhed from Perfection, prepared in a Scphi- 
ftical compleatment. Therefore, among all 
Bodies, of.whatfoever.kind. We find Sol not to 
be burned by Sulphur . The next to this, leaft 
burned, is Jupiter j then Luna 5 and afrerthat 
Saturn 5 but V't :nus more eafily, than all thefe j 
and Miars, by reafbn of the Oleaginy of Sul- 
phur , is moft eafily burned. Hence 'tis ob- 
servable , that that Body is more burnt, 
which is lefs nigh to the Nature of the Per - 
• * ; Alio 
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A !(o by the Liverfity of Colours , after com- 
buftion of Bodies, it may be known, in what 
kind the altered Body, from the Radix of its 
own Nature, confifts 5 becaufe, after the 
Commixtion of Sulphur , Sol gives an intenfb 
Citrine , or clear Red Colour $ Luna, a black 
mixt with Celefiine •, Jupiter , a black Colour 
mixt with a fmall Tmtture of Redness 3 Sa- 
turn a dull black, mixt with much Redncfs , % 

and a livid Colour , Venus, from the Commix- 
tion of Sulphur, yields a black mixt with livid, 
if much combuftion of Sulphur hath preced- 
ed; but if lirtle combuftion wa? pre-exiftent* 
it {hews a moft clean and pleafant Violet Co- , 
lour, but Mars, in eyery kind of combuftion, 
creates a moft bi ick dull Colour . 

Likewife, in Bodies is obferved a Liverfity, 
after their Reduction from the combuftion of 
Sulphur . Some do indeed returns but others* 
by the expreffion of Fire , with the Sulphur 
recede from the Reduction, either totally , of 
the greater Quantity of them : fome into Bo- 
dies of their own Nature ; others return, from 
the combuftion , into Bodies other' than of 
their own Nature . Sol and Lu>ia return, from 
the combuftion of Sulphur , into the Nature of 
their proper Body ; but Jupiter and Saturn re- 
cede. Jupiter recedes totally , or its greater 
part ; Saturn not totally ; yet fometimes a 
greater, {ometimes a leffer part of it, is de^ 
ftroyed. The Liver [uy of thefe is, by reafon 
of the Nature of Things and Bodies x and by 
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reafon of the different Adminiftration of them 
m the Work*. of Preparation. For it happens 

th * t L? u P. tter 1 * deftroyed, by the fudden force 
Oi ire in RedMElion 3 blit both fupiter and Sa s 
are preferved by (uccemve and gentle 
Reduction. Yet the ReduElion of them rather 
tends to the Nature 6f an alien, than of the 
proper £9^. That is to fay, the ReduElion of 
* T u P lter IS converted into clear Antimony ; but 
of Srffwr*, into a dull coloured Antimony, as 

. . fi‘ oun ^ by proper Experience. Venue 

is dimmimed, in. the Imprejfion of Fire of 
duElion ; and this happens more to Mars, than 
to Venus. V ernes in its ReduElion is ponderous 
of a dull Citrine Colour , and loft, partak- 
ing of Blacknefs , with Augmentation of the 
W^r of its B«<*. Therefore, by thefe, mav 
be found out the Nature of all Bodies , that 
are altered. 


CHAP. XL 
Of Calcination, and Redu< 2 ion. 

£\F’the Examen of the Reiteration of Cat- 
, ftnatton and ReduElion We are now to 
ipeak. Therefore We fay, that Bodies are 
found to be of PerfeElion , in the Reiteration 
01 Calcination and ReduElion , by their diffe- 
rencies of Goodnefs , if they lofe nothing of 
them Colour, Weight , Quantity, or Bright nefs 

of 
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(of which great care is to be taken ) how 
touch fbever the Multiplicity of thofe Opc~ 
rationt (hall be reiterated upon them. Ac- 
cordingly, if by repeating the Calcination , and 
fteduElion from the Calxes , of altered Metals 
6 f every kind , they lofe any Thing in their 
differencies of Goodnefs , it is to be fuppofed, 
that the airtift hath fophiftically followed his 
Inveftigdtion- Wherefore habituate your felf v 
to thefe Wor^ that you may know them* 


CHAP. XIX. 

Of the eajle Sufception of Argentvive. 

IT is now undeniably manifeft to you, that 
Bodies containing the greateft Quantity of 
Argemvive^ and Bodies of PerfeElion . Where- 
fore, it is to be fuppofed, that thofe Bodies 
are more nigh to PerfeElion , which more ami- 
cably imbibe ^Argentvhre . The Xign of this 
is, the eafie Sufception of Alrgentvive by a So- 
lar or Lunar 'Body of PerfeElion . For this 
fame Reafon 9 if a Body altered do not eafily 
receive *Argentvroe into its Subfiance , it muft 
needs be very remote from the Compleat- 
Went of Perfection . 

■ ■■■■■■! , - ■■ ■■ , 11 fmS, K 

CHAP. XIII. 
of Recapitulation oj the whole j4rt V 

J-JAving handled the Experiences of the Caufe $ 
Of the fufficiency of this Magijterj , ac- 
cording 
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Cording to the Exigency of our propofed Difi 
coarfe, it remains, that Wefhould now in one 
Chapter come to the Compleatment of this 
whole Viv-ne Worlds and briefly (peaking, con- 
tra^ the difperfed Magifiery into one Sum , 
in general Heads, . Therefore We fay , the 
Sum of the whole Intention of the Wori ^ is 
no other, than that the Stone ( known in us 
4 Chapters ) fhould be taken, and with inftance 
of fabeur, Sublimation of the fir A: Degree, re- 
peated upon it: for by this it will be clean- 
led from corrupting Impurity,, And the Per- 
fection of Sublimation is, the Subtiliation of the 
Stone by it,* until it can come to the ultimate 
purity of Subtilety , and laftly be made Volatile, 
This being done , by the Way of Fixation it 
muft be fixed, until it can reft in the \Afperi- 
*jr Of Fire, Herein confifts the Meafure of the 
Second Degree of Preparation. The St one is like- 
wife adnfiniftred in the third, which con- 
lifts in the ultimate Compleatment of Prepa- 
ration 1 and that is this.: You muft make the 
now fixed Si; one, by the ways of Sublimation 
Volatile , and the V olatile fixed 5 and the Fixed, 
’pijfolved i and the Qijfolued again Volatile , and 
the Volatile again Fixed , until it flow and al- 
ter^ into Solifick^y and Lumfick^* with certain 
Compleatment. 

From the Reiteration of Preparation of thi$ 
third Degree , refults the Multiplication of the 
Goodnefs of «, Alteration of the Aledicine . There-** 
fiDre, from the Diverfity pf the WorJ^ repeated 
wpon the Stone, in its Degrees, reliilts the Z>/- 

verfity 
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vetfity Of Multiplication of the Coodnefs of Al- 
teration 5 fo that among Aledicines , fome tranf- 
mute into a true Solfick^ and Lunifick^ lr ody of 
Perfettion&n hundred- fold as much as their own 
weight is 5 fome two hundred-fold 5 fome three 
hundred-fold 5 fome a thoufai id-fold, and fome 
to Infiwty. Therefore hence it may be known, 
whether the Magifiery confifts in P erfeCiion . 


C H A P. XiV. 

What Order the Author hath chfe?*Ved 
in treating of the afore faid. 

tTllT, that the Envious may not calumniate^ 
us ^ \y c declare, that We have not treats 
ed of our Science with a continued feries of 
Difcourfe , but have difperfed it in divers Chap ^ 
ters. And this was done 5 becaufe, if it had 
been delivered in a continued Series of Speech f i 
the juft Man , as well as him that is evil, 
might have ufurped it unworthily. There- 
fore We have concealed it in places* where. 
We more openly fpeakj yet not under an 
^Enigma, but in a plain difcourfe to the 
tifi : and indeed We have deferibed it in 
fucli a way of fpeaking, as is agreeable to 
the Will of the Adofi High, blefted, fublime, 
and Glorious God , and our own Mind , who writ 
the feme, as it happened to be recolle&ed, 
or was infufed by the Grace of his divine 
Goodnefs , who gives it to , and withholds it 

from, whom he will. 

' There- 
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r | f °^V k 5u "P* t<1C Of teaming &e2 
wEh 'r^° r '/ he < /* 5efc n » he may find the fame. 
* h ® /nv ‘ft t g* t,l » t of the Motion of his 
«* of ■B-S'***. Becaufe, he 
by th ® goodnefs of his Induflro 
ft* the fame } but he, who feeks {he 
raawfollovtmg on, y » wiHvery flow- 

iSvu 1 !! *?. this H 10 ^ pccious *drt. For We 
pubhfiied this s4rt found by Us only, f or 

^ «, f » on!y> . not for others , although it 
t *P e » anc * altogether certain. There- 
fcre. We invite to this uirt the Prudent only. 
Ingenuities taught by Us ) expofe to 
2® ™ ay °f Inveftigation. For We writ 

?hTwr* h ?. e r be,n g found, together with 
? f *“ Invention , and the Ingenuities 
Of Methods, for none, but ourfelves. Where- 
£*? r J* c , th ® well-minded Artificer exercife 
thofe Precepts, which We have de- 

fcath^on 3 ^ I? 6 Wi, J great,y re Joyce when he 
•rw- found the of the Mofi High God 

may fuffice to be fpoken, touching the 
JDtfqutJition of this fublihie Hrt, ° 

0 
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CHAP. I. 

Of the fix Properties of Things , from 
*which the Medicine is extracted* 


W E have in our Volumes confidered* 
not only by the Secret Properties 
of Natural Principles , but alfo by 
proper Experience , and the truly 
certain InvefHgation of our Invention , that thofe 
Things, from which our Medicine is extract- 
ed , have in themlelves thefe Properties of 
Qualities 9 in tranfmuting Bodies . Firft 9 they 
have in themfelves an Earth moll fubtile ancj 
incombultible, altogether fixed with its own 
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proper radical Humidity , and apt fbr fixing* 
Secondly , they have an* yfiry and Fiery Hu- 
midity^ fo uniformly conjoyned to that Earth, 
that if one be^ volatife, fb is the refidue 5 
and the fame Humidity abides the Fire be- 
yond all Humidities , even to the Coin pleat 
Termination of its own Infpijfation , according 
to the Indigency of its Compleatment, with 
Permanency tnfeparable from ti e Earth ari- 
nexed tb itj Without Evaporation. Thirdly , The 
Difpofition of their Natural Humidity is fuch, 
that by the benefit of its own Oleagmy , in all 
differencies of its Properties , it fo undtuoufly 
coiitemperates the Barth annexed to it, with 
Converfion of one into the other liomogene- 
ally and equally, with fuch an ZJmon and 
Bond of Conjunction of infepar'ability, that af- 
ter the Degree of final I reparation , it gives 
good Fufion. 

Fourthly , This Oleaginy is of fo great puri- 
ty of EJfence, and fo Artificially cleanfed from 
every combuftiblp, or burning Thing, that it 
burns not all Bodies^ with which it is eon joyn- 
ed through their lea'ft parts 5 but preferves 
them from Combuftion, Fifthly, It hath a 
TtnCiure in it feif fo clear and fpiended, white 
or red, clean and incombuftible, ftable and; 
fixed, that the Fire cannbt prevail againft it 
to change it, nor fulphureous aduftive, or a- 
cute corroding Bodies , corrupt and defile the: 
fame. Sixthly 9 The whole Compound, ince-: 
fated with its final Compleatment, is of fcr 

great 


great Sub tile ty and Tenuity, of Matter , that 
after the final Termination of its J DecoCbion* 
ip remains in. Projection i of ipoft thin Fufion 
like Watery and is of profound Penetration , 
unto the ultimate Compleatment of the Body 
permutabie, of how great Fixation foever it 
be. And with its Vicinity , pX\Affi\iity s it ad- 
heres to its own like, naturally, with infbpa- 
rable Consolidation againft the Imprejfton of 
Fire s in that very Hour, with ; its own Spiri- 
tuality , reducing Bodies to Volatility . 


C H A P. X V I. 

Of the Seven Properties of the Medi* 

... ■ . . • k 


THefe being confidered, Wei find by Our 
. ■ Inziejtigation feveral Properties of Things 
necefiary and opportune in our Stoney and 
they are thefe : Oleaginy , Tenuity of Adatter , 
Affinity, Radical Humidity, Clear nefs of Purity, 
a fixing Earth , and TinCture . 

The firfi: Property of D jfcrcncies of the Ale- 
dicine is Oleaginy, in Projection giving r Uni < ver- 
jal Fufion , and udfpertion of the Afatter . ■ For, 
the firfi: thing which is necefiary after Projecti- 
on of the Medicine, is the fudden and conveni- 
ent Fufion oft he Ade dicine it feif, which is per- 
fected and rendred vifcous with Adineral Ole a- 




k 242 > 

The ieeond Property ., is. Tenuity of the Mat- 
'ter #'- or the Spiritual Subflance thereof, flowing 
very thin in- its Fufion , like Water penetra- 
< ting to the profundity of the Body alterable j 
becauffe immediately after Fufidn,the Ingreflion 
-thereof is rieeeflfery. ^ • 

t ' The third:' Trtiperiy, is Affinity for Vicinity ) 
between £tie< Elixir^ and the Body to be tranf- 
rmated, giVingadherency in the Obviation arid 
Retention of ; its like 5 becaufe immediately af- 
ter Ingrefi of the Medicine , ^idherency is conve- 
nient and neceflary. 

The fourth Property , is Radical Humidity, 
fiery, congealing,- and confolidating the Pam 
retained, vVithf inherency of its own like, with 
theZSnion of all Co- like Parts infeperably for 
ever j becaute, after ^4dherency , ConfolidAtio » 
of the Parts , with their Radical , vifcous, and 
•neceflary Humidity, is opportune. 

The fifth, 1 is a Mundipcative Ctearnefs of Pu- 
rity, giving 'evident Splendor , in the Combufti- 
on exiftent, not burning. For, after Confoli- 
datipn of the purified Parts, it is left to the 
^4£tual Fire# to have power Of burning all 
extraneous Superfluities , not consolidated. 
Wherefore Purification follows* and is necef- 
fary. • ■ - •* 

The fixth Property, Is a Fixing Earth , tem- 
perate, thin, fubtile, fixed, and incombufti- 
ble, giving permanency of Fixation in the So- 
lution of the Body adhering with it, Handing 
and perfevering againft the force of Fire : 

for 
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for immediately after Purification, Fixation is 
neceflary, and opportune* . 

The feventh Property % is Tincture, giving a 
fplendid and perfect Colour ,. White , or intenfly 
Citrine , and JL unification , or Notification of Bo- 
dies to be tranfmuted 3 becaufe after Fixation , 
a fplendid TinEburc, and Colour tinging ano- 
ther Body , or a TinEhure colouring the Mat *. 
#7 convertible into true Silver , or f with 
all its certain and known differencies ) is ab^r 
folutely neceflary. V ; . 
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TyiviJiojn of this iBook into four 
‘Particles. 


7 k Ccordinig to the Exigency of Jirf^ We' 
jLJL have difputed again# Men denying Jdrts 
and have diftour fed o i . Natural Principles# 
which are according to the Intention of Na- 
ture , in the Procreation of Metals ; and of Bo- 
dies , and their Procreations , and Preparations 5 
and laftly of the Medicines , and Examina- 
tions of the falne Bodies tranfmuted, whether 
the Compleatment of them Hands in Perfe - 
Elion ; all which hath been done by LLs, in our 
Jio»k. intituled. The Sum of Perfe EHon y or of the 
PerfeEir Magiflery . And there We have written 
the Way of the Invention of +Art, and our In- 

R a genious 
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gtniom Works* which We have teenv and touch- 
ed: But here, in this B ook. , We Will treat of 
the Invention of P eirfsllion, and ; in a fpecial 
manner declare thofe Things, which are ne- 
cefTary in this our Mag i fiery * and the Way 
of Preparing the fame , With their Weight and 
meafure, and Probation certain, not conje£tu- 
ral. 7 'v * . . 

Our Intention is to divide this little B ook 
into Four Particles 5 and in theFirft Efficiently 
to treat of ALiddle JUinerals, and their Pre- 
parations j that they may be aptly difpofed in 
the Extraction of Spirits* and imperfect Bo- 
dies: in the Second, of the Mandifi cat ions of 
Spirits , and iritirb Preparations' of the lame: 
in the Third, of- the diverfe Preparations of 
imperfect Bodies , according to the Exigency 
of the Gompleatmcnt of the IVorkj and in the 
Fourth of all Medicines efpecially , for tranf- 
forrryng every -Bo^ into Sol and Luna, with 
projection* Weight-, and ALeafure, according tp 
the Exigency of NecefTIty for Compleatment 
of the Work. 



C *4T 0 

The Firft Particle. 


CHAP. IV. 

Of tfe K P 'reparation of Middle- Mine- 
rals. 

C Ommon Salt is difTolved in clear Fountain 
t Water, and di hilled through a Filter * and 
afterwards congealed in an. Earthen Peffel, or 
in a V'ejfsl of Lead, or other Metal. Salt- 
Pet er is difTolved in Fountain Water, diftilled 
through a Filter , and congealed in a V’ejfel 
of Glafs , that it may there be cryftalized. 
Salt-nitre is fo prepared, viz., it is difiolvedin 
clear Fountain Water , filtred, C trc. Salt-Gem 
is difTolved, drc. as before, and congealed in 
an Earthen- glared Fejfel. True Salt allkali 
is made of Zoz*a ( or Soda ) difTolved, filtred, 
and the Solution boyled away to one third 
part, and then the Salt , in a fhort time fet- 
tles to the Bottom in Crystals ; and fo it is 
prepared. Some do alfb make Salt- Alkali, 
thus.* They take lib. y. of Zljhes of Hearts - 
eafe , and lib. x. of Quicklime, and by boy ling 
in Water they make a Lixivium, which they 
filter and congeal 5 this labour they reiterate 
once, and it is prepared. Salammoniac is made 
of five parts of Mans 'Urine , and one part 

R 3 of 
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of his Sweat , one part of Common-Salty and 
half a part of the Soot of Woods , thefe being 
,l?oyIed together into Confumption of the Hu- 
midity , from the remainder fublime a true and 
profitable Salammoniac : this again diflolve in- 
to Sweat , and fublime it from Common-Salt 
once- then it is prepared. Salt of ' Tartar is 
made of the calcined Feces of Wine diftilled, 
the Tartar being diffblved from them, and 
congealed : lo it is prepared. Salt of 'Urine 
is likewife made of the calcined Feces of ZJ- 
rine diftilled , and this is again diffblved in its 
own Water , and congealed, fo it Is prepared $ 
and is of great Emolument and ZJfe. 

Many men diverfly treat of the Preparati- 
ons Qf Salts i but We, by our Invention , have 
found., that thefb "Preparations of Salts are 
more fhort, more fubtile, and more profita- 
ble for our purpofe* feeing from all Things 
truly calcined. Salts are extracted by Soluti- 
on , which by the above-alleadged Way muft 
he prepared. Therefore it fufficeth Ustopafs 
them by, theffe being more ufeful. Glajfy or 
Roch-u4llom hath a two- fold way of Prepara- 
tions one for wafhing calcined Bodies? and the 
other for fubliming Spirits . After the firft Way, 
it is thus prepared : Diflolve it in clear Foun- 
tain Water y diftill it through a F liter , and boyl 
it to a third part: this Tart put \n y Glared 
JOiJheSy and it will fettle round about the Sides 
of the V ffihy and in the Bottom : fo you will 
have prepared Cry ft a l line ^4 Horn. The fecond 

f! ' * ■ . • i' my 
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Way is this : Boyl the \Allom in an Earthen 
Vejfely until the Humidity vanifh, and you find 
it fpongious, white and lights then is it pre- 
pared for Sublimations , and other divert Ope^ : 
rations . Tlumons ^ 4 Uom is- diffblved and con-* : 
gealed as the former 5 and fo k is prepa- ‘ 
red. * * . 

Now, it is expedient to fpeak of the Pre- 
parations of ^itramentSy feeing^ that is a Thing 
very neceffary 5 becaufe We find a neceffary 
Vfe of them in Tinctures , and JLigaments of ' 
tyiritsy and other Things, which appertain to 
the Work: Black^^ltr ament is diffblved in boylr 
ing Watery, diftilled through a Milter 9 and con- 
gealed s then it is prepared. Copperas is dif- 
folved in distilled Vinegar , clarified by filtring, 
and congealed: fb it is clean. Roman Vitrdi 
needs not any other Preparation., than only fia - 
fame cafes ) to be held in a moderate JF/rc, 
and rubified. 

Morever, it is certain, that diverfe Things 
neceffary for Us are extradited from imper- 
fect Bodies % which need Preparationy and* are 
helpful in the Cafe : and thefe are, firft Ce- 
rufe of Leady which is thus prepared ; Cerujfe 
Of muft be wafhed in diftilled Vinegar, 

then purged from its more grofs parts 5 and 
that which flows put thence as AdHk^y muft 
be congealed in the Surty and it is prepared. 
The Preparation of Spanijh White 9 Tiny and 
Minium , is after the fame manner : For they 
mft be wafhed in diftilled ZJrine % and pre- 

1K pared 
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pared as Cerujfe ; then they are fit for ufe, 
Verdegreece is diifolved in diftilled Vinegar^ and 
rubifiech being exactly congealed with molt 
gentle Heat of Fire 5 and then it is prepared 
and fit for the Work* Crocus of Iron is difi- 
fblved. in diftilled Vinegar , and clarified by 
Filter : this Fed Water being congealed, fields 
you a Crocus fit for your purpofe, JEs ufium 
for Copper calcirtfed) ground to powdery. and 
wafhed with diftilled Vinegar , after the fame 
manner as We taught in the "Preparation of 
Cevufs 5 will be of ufe to you. Lithargiry dif- 
fblved in diftilled Vinegar » muft be clarified 
and congealed; for fo it is well prepared. 
Yet you may again diflolve. it as other Things 
above- noted. Alfb you may ufe ^them dif- 
folved and congealed : and in this is a profound 
Investigation . -Antimony is calcined, diffolved, 
clarified, congealed, and ground to powder; 
fb it is prepared. Lapis Lazuli ( or the La - 
zure Stone ) is calcined, and when ground to 
Powder wafhed, and it is purified. TheSr*?#* 
Hamatitis , is heat red hor, and often extin- 
gufhed \n Bulls- Gall. Bolearmenac is ground 
and diffolved as Cerujfe , and then congealed. 
Cinaber muft be fublimed once from Common- 
Salt , and fb it is prepared. Tutia is diffolved 
in diftilled Vinegar , having been firft calcined, 
and fb it is well prepared. 


•The 
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The Second Particle. 


CHAP. V. 


Of the Ship chficati otis, or Cleavjirg 
Spirits* 


I N the firft Particle We fufficiently treated 
of thofe things, which ( in our certain In- 
vention ) feemed unto Us neceflary for the 
Preparation of Spirits and Bodies. Here We 
now intend to inlarge our F>ifcourfe y touch- 
ing the Sublimation , or Preparation of Spirits 
of every Species , according to the Indigen- 
cy of the Compleatment of our Alagifiery. 
But do not you deviate from this DoUrine 
of our Invention , which, in profound Alsdita- 
tion , and in Works , We fee very neceflary 
for Us, and moft certain. Here We fearch 
out the Weights, and the fpecial Way of pre- 
paring and fubliming them, with Experience 
altogether certain: and firft: begin with the 
Preparation of Sulphur , and its Compeer 5 and 
fb of others in their Order . 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

. Of the Preparatiosi of Sulphur. 

^jRind clear and gummofe Sulphurvive to 
^ a moft fubtile Powder, which boyl in a 
Bixivium made of A flies of Heartfeafe , and 
^uicl^lime, gathering from off the fuperficies 
its oleaginous Combuftibility, until it be dif- 
cerned to be clear. This being done, ftir 
the whole with a flick, and then warily take 
off that, which paffeth out with the Lixivia 
leaving the more grofs parts in the bot- 
tom. Permit that Extract to cool a little, 
and upon it pour a fourth part of its own 
Quantity of diftilled Vinegar^ and then will 
the whole fuddenly be congealed as Atilk* 
Remove as much of the clear Lixivium as 
you can j but dry the refidue with gentle 
Fire, and keep it. 

In admin iftration of the Feces y obferve this 
Method For every one pound of this pre- 
pared Sulphur^ take of Scales of Iron well cal- 
cined to rednefs, lib. r. of Roch-Altam alio 
well calcined, lib. i . and of Commoy-Salt pre- 
pared, half a pound. Incorporate all thele 
Well, hy grinding together with FZnegqr, that 
the whole may be liquid $ which then boyl, 
flirting it, until it he all very black. Then 
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dry, and grind it to a fine Powder r which put 
into an Aludsl with a large Cover , and let 
,the . Cover of the jilembeck^ have a large and 
great Zone ( or Girdle ) for Confervation of 
the Spirits elevated : the Aludel it felf muft 
be of the height of One Foot and half, that 
the Heat may not touch the : Zone of the 
Alembeckz This being done, fubiime as We 
taught you in our Pool*, Of the Sum of Per ' 
fe&ian , &c. But gather what fhall be denfe 
(or clofe compact ) in the Zone 5 and caff a- 
way the light pulverizable Flos , which afeends 
above it, and adheres* to the fides of the^- 
Umbeck \} for it is combuftible, defiled, and de- 
filing. Keep the denfe Matter fublimed, by 
it lelf, in a Phial, and co< 5 t it upon AJhes fb 
long, as until its combuftive Humidity be gra- 
dually exterminated. Thenpreferve it cleans 
for it is perfe&ly cleanfed. 


C H A P. VII. 

Of the 'Preparation of Arfhick. 

A Fter its Compeer Arfnic\ is beaten to Pow- 
der, it muft be boyled in V^inegar, and 
all its combuftible Fatnefs extra<fted, and it 
then dryed. Then R. * of Copper, calcined, 
lib. r 4 Of ALllom calcined \ a pound, and of 
Common-Salt prepared as much as of the Al- 
low. 
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/*»*. Mix thefe with your Arfnick^ prepared, 
and having ground all well together, moy- 
ften the Mixture with di hilled Vinegar { that 
it may be liquid) and boy I the lame, as 
you did in Sulphur 5 and then fublime it in 
an Aludel ( without an; rlLmbsckP) of the 
height of One Foot . Gather what afeends 
white, denfe, clear, and lucid, and keep it 5 
becaufe it is fufficiemly prepared for the Work. 


CHAP. VIH, 

Of the 'Preparation of Argentvive# 

jCUblime Ar^ent'vi've thus : R: Of it l b. ), 
of Vitriol rubihed, lib. ij. Of Rocb-^Clom 
calcined. Lb* /. of Common S*?/, lib. lb. and of 
Salt-Peter one fourth parr. Incorporate all 
together, and fublime : and gather the White , 
JDonJe y and Ponderous , which Ih all be found 
about the Sides of the Vejfel y and keep it, as 
We have appointed of other Things. But 
if, in the 'fir ft Sublimation^ you fhail find it 
turbid, or unclean ( which may happen, by 
reafon of your own Negligence ) again fub- 
lip^e it with the fame Feces , and refer ve it for 
ufe. 


CHAP. 
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C H A P. IX. 

Of the Preparation cf Marcllafite. 

CPread Marchafite ground to Powder , a fin- 
. gers thicknefs over the Bottom of a large 
Ahfdfih and co\\e€t the. Sulphur fir ft. with gen- 
tle Fire . When that is afeended, take off the 
Head (or jilemheck^') and having applyed an- 
other, augment the Fire- y then , that which 
obtains the Place of Argentvive, afeends, as 
We have fully deferibed in our Sum of Per- 
feSliou. 


C H A P. X. 

Of the Preparation of Tutia, 

*^^11 T pulverized T 7 itia into an Aludel y and 
vj r -with the Ad mini fixation of great Ignition 
.flihUme it, and it is prepared. 
y.,\ Salammoniac is fub limed from Common Salt, 
as in the Praxis of Salts We have declared 
to you. 

. ; : ^irgentvivs is prepared moft ' red , thus-: 

. Ro of Mercury, lib. j. of Vitriol rubified, 

Salt peter yYib* ). Mortifie the Mercury with 
r v thefe. 
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thefe, and then fublime it from Roch-Allom , 
and Salt-Peter, in equal weights. This is- a 
great Secret of our Invention , which is not to 
be omitted. 

Eut the Confideration of Feces is to be ob- 
served in Sublimation of Sulphur , and its Co^- 
pser z for Sulphur fublimed from the Calx of 
Copper is more whitened, than when fublimed 
from the 'Calx of Iron. The like is tq be 
fudged qf Arfoick^: for it is fublimed more red 
from Iron. Thefe may alfb be fublimed from 
Vitr.ol and AUom calcined; and permixedwith 
Common-Suit, and Salt-Peter . Thus have We 
fudiciently treated of the Artifical, not mean 
Preparations^ of Spirits, 

The Third Particle of this Book. 


C HAP. X I. 
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Irlovzj Bodies ought to he prepared. 

: ' • \ ; "r f 

QU R Third Particle declares the domplfeat 
Preparation of imperfect Bodies. For- We 
/ have" jfoufkP but the Way how they fhqhld be 
prepared , fb as to be pfcrfe&ed ( as to the 
Gompleatment of the firft or fecondD/dw) 
by themlelves v * without Medicine. This* We 
intend to fhew 5 and ffceonidly the Pred- 
ication of Them for receiving Medicine, - white 
V or red. CHAP. 


pw 
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C .H A P. xir. 

Of the Preparation of Saturn. 

Alcine Saturn fluxed with Common-Salt pre- 
pared, ftirring it continually with an Iron 
Spatula , until it be turned to AJhes. CoU it 
for one Day natural, and let it be a little fi- 
ery-hot, but not much : then compleatly walk 
it with Sweet Water 5 afterward calcine it for 
three Days, until it be red within and withr 
out. If you would have it be prepared for 
the White, imbibe it with the Water of white 
Allom , and reduce it with Oyl of Tarter , or 
its Salt . But if for the Red 9 imbibe it with 
Water of Crocus of Iron , and of T r erdegreecc 
aforefaid 3 and reduce it with Salt of Tartar 
as before. Reiterate this Labour, as often 
as fhall be needful. 


CHAP. XI I U 
Of the Preparation of Jupiter* 

(^Alcine Jupiter as Saturn , and whiten its 
Calx for three Days, as in Saturn We faid. 
But fee you err not in its Reduction : becaufe 

that 
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that is difficult* unlefs it be made in their 
Furnace , who reduce by Cincritiums , or CV- 
txehts 5 thffip *cis done with eafe. 

Know you, 0 5? archsr* of this our ^rr, that 
We have plenarily defcribed in this BooJ^the 
Preparations of Re dutiable Feces : for this whole 
Book, is pra<ftical, compiled with certain Invs- 
filiation. But in our Sum of Perfection We ob- 
served another ftyie more philofbphic&I $ that 
being Theoricat , We, here TTbeurically defers 
bed the whole, but in this, that is meer- 

Iv P ra&ical, We have fee down the Praxis of 
rhe fame compleatly. 

. But that the ^irtifi may not err, let him 
* jay n that Body, which he would reduce, in 
equal parts, with, that by which he would 
rh^ke Reduction, and co-unite the divided Calx. 
Yet in TinCtures there is another Confederate 
on. For the .Matter tinging rauft be rqulri- 
plicd upon the Matter to be tinged, until the 
Tincture appear, which you (hall confider in 
the Body , or Aledicine* 

After you (hall have reduced thefe two Leads, 
and found their Colour , Splendour 9 and a 1 bo- 
ther things according to your own Wijh 7 per- 
haps they wijl want Ignition j therefore, that: 
you may attain your In ten tendon in that 
a Kb, begin thusV Diffolvfe Tutta, calcined, and 
Tin calcined 5 mix both Solutions , and with that 
Water imbibe the Calx of Tin y time after time, 
unt.I the Calx hath imbibed an eighth part of 
the Tati a y then, reduce it into Body, and you 
' will 
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?vill find it to have Ignition , and that well in- 
deed if not, reiterate the fame Labour* un- 
til due ignition be acquired. 

We will let down all Waters diffolutive of 
Spirits and Bodies , in the End of this Book^ 5 
and every one of thefe according to its own 
kind : and wonder not , that We have di- 
fperfed the fpecial Things pertinent to this 
TraxiSy in diverfe Tolumes, fee ing We endea- 
vour to hide the ^irt from evil Men. With 
Talley of Mercurj precipitated ( or more pro- 
fitably ) with pure Luna, deduced to this by. 
calcining and diflolving, We acquire the com- 
pleat Ignition and Hardnefs of thefe two Bo~ 
dies y with unutterable fplendour. Yet you 
Ihoulct here know, that Speculation only, which 
is very available in our Sssni^of Perfection, pro- 
fits fit tie in this prefent Invention: but to 
grind, to affate, to inhumate, to calcine, to 
make to flow, to deftroy, to conftru<ft, and 
to cleanfe Bodies , are effectual Works ; for 
with thefe Keysy you may open the occult 
Inclofures of our ^Arcanum, and without them 
Jou (hall never be called to the Banquets 
of this kind of Rarieties. Deftroy without 
Anrery and you fhall compleat your Work . .with 
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chap: 


C 258 ) 


CHAP. XIV. 

Of the 'Preparation of Mars* 

p Repare Mars thus: Grind one pound of 
the Filings thereof, with half a pound 
of u^rfnick^ fublimed. Imbibe the Mixture 
v/ixture with the Water of Salt-Pet er, and 
Salt-Alk&liy reiterating this Imbibition thrice; 
then make it flow with violent Fire , and you 
will have your Iron white* Repeat this La- 
bour, until it flow fufficiently, with peculiar 
He alb at ion * 


CHAP. XV. 

Of the Preparation of Venus. 

T H E Fur gat ion of Venus is twofold, one for 
the White , and the other for the Red„ 
For the White it is thus : Calcine Venus with 
Fire only, as We fliewed in our Sum of Per- 
fection. R\ Venus thus calcined, grind, 1 .lib* 
of it with four Ounces of ^drfnick^ fublimed, 
and imbibe the Mixture three or four times 
wich the Water of Lithargirjy and reduce the 
whole with Sah-Peter , and Ojl of Tartar j 
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and you Wil find the Body of Venus white 
and fplendid, fit for receiving its Medicine . 

For the Red> the Preparation of it is thus : 
Grind one pound of the Filings of Venus , with 
four ounces of Sulphur 5 or Cement Plates of 
Copper with Sulphur , and fo calcine 5 andwafh 
the Calcinate with the Water of Salt and. Jdl- 
lomy and then (with Things reducing ) re- 
duce into a clean Body apt for the Red Tin- 
cture. 

There is alfb a third Preparation of it: Cal- 
cine it with Fire only, and then diflolve aiipart 
thereof, and likewife diflolve as much of Tu- 
tia calcined 5 joyn both Solutions , and with 
the fame imbibe the remaining' part of the 
Calx of Venus four or five times. Or you 
may make this Imbibition with Tutia alone 
diflolved; provided that more of the Tutia 
( than half of the Calx is ) be imbibed in the 
faid Calx. This being done, reduce with Things 
reducing, and you will have the Body of Ve- 
nus clean and fplendid 5 which with a little 
help may be brought to an higher State ^ if 
you be a true Searcher of the Truth. 

There is likewife a fourth Preparation there- 
of, and that is thus : Of it, by it felf calcined, 
t mean with Fire only, you may make an In- 
tenfe Greennefs , which is called the Flos of 
Copper. Diflolve this Greennefs with diftilled 
Vinegar , and then congeal it 5 afterward, with 
Things reducing reduce the Congelate , which 
When reduced will be apt for many Things, if 

S a your 
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Your Inveftigation in like Works given by Us, 
hath not been too remifs. For We cOmpo- 
fed this Book^j that it might be Introductory 
to Our Sum of Perfection 5 or in the abfenee 
of that, be a final Conclusion of the Whole , 
for the Compieatment of either Medicine. 
Becaufe here We pofit the the Practice gra - 
datim x but there the Theory of our Speculation , 
diipofbd of in a way more General , with ma- 
riifeft Demonftrations. 


Tflxe fourth Particle of this Book. 


CHAP. XVI. 

Of Medicines. 

A ccording to the Order of the Premifes, We • 
will ( in this our fourth Particle ) again 
pra<fticaily fpeak of the Way of Investigation , 
compounding every Medicine , viz. White and 
Red, according to the Nature and Property of 
the Body to be tranfinuted , or of Mercury it 
felf, with all its pertinencies occult and mani- 
feft. And this, in the Second , or Third Order. 
For this our Boo being it felf intituled. Of the 
Invention of Verity, contains nothing that is So-» 
phiftical. Wherefore We will begin to fpeak 
firft of White Elixirs. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

** . 

Of White Medicines for Jupiter, and 
Saturn. 

A White Medicine for Jupiter prepared 
R of moft pure Luna, lib. 1. of Living 
Mercury , lib. 8. Amalgamate thefe together 5 
then wafh the Amalgama with diftilled Vine- 
gar, and Common-Salt prepared , until it ac- 
quire a Celeftine or Laz^ure Colour . Which be- 
ing done, extract as much of the Mercury as 
you can, by ftrongly ex prefling the Mixture 
through a thick doath. Then add of Sub- 
limate Mercury double the Weighs of youc 
Luna, and grind them well together 5 after- 
ward co< 5 t the Mixture in a Phial firmly 
doled for one Day and Night , then take out 
the Matter , grind it, and aggin CoCt the fame 5 
then break the Veffel , and feparate that which 
is fublimed from the Inferiour ReddiJ}? Powder. 
But take heed of giving too great Fire, for 
that would caufe the whole to flow into one 
black Mafs. Put tfie Powder upon a Porphe- 
ry Stone, and ad j oy n to it two parts of Am-, 
moniac prepared, and one part of Mercury 
fublimed, grind all very well together , and 
imbibe the Mixture with the Water of Salt- 
Alkali, or the Water of Salt-Peter C if you 
'*•* ‘ S3 ‘ ~ ” find. 
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find not Zo£a\orZoda) and 
* Salt-Alkali when imbibed, put it to be 
made of Zoda . diftilled with gentle. Fite , 

by which Extract the whole 
Water , fo that .what remains in the Bot- 
tom may be as melted Fitch: then revert 
the fame Water upon it 5 and this do 
thrice, repeating the fame labour. This 
being done, take out the A datter, grind it up- 
on a Stone \ and dry it very well. Afterward 
Imbibe it with redfcified or dryed Oyl of J Eggs* 
or with Oyl of Salt- Alkali^ or Peter , or 7 ar- 
taYy until it flow with ingrefs 3 and projedl 
one part upon five of Fin prepared, and it 
will be Luna perfect in the fecond Order , 
without Error . 

Alfb another Adedicine upon Jupiter. Talk 

calcined and grind it with as much as it felf 
is of Salammomac, and fublime it three or four 
times 3 and diflolve into Water, wherewith im- 
Luna calcined (as you did in the firft 
Medicine) fo often, as until it hath drunk in 
as much as^ its own Weight is 5 and give in*-, 
grefs to it with the Oyls aforefaid, and proj edl: 
one part upon t en Parts of Jupiter prepared,and 
you will fee your Intent compleatly anfwerecL 
A third Adedicine of Jupiter is made with 
one part of Luna diffolved in its own Water 
C viz,, of the Stillicidy of Copper , and Salt* 
Peter ) as in the End is declared 3 with which 
mult be adjoyned two parts of Talk^ diffolved 
or of 7 ~utia calcined and diffolved: then re 

ceiving- 
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ceiving the Water off by Lift illation three or 
four times, congeal, and incerate with Arf 
nick, fublimed, until it flow and have ingrefs. 
Of this projedt one part upon eight parts of 
Jupiter prepared. If you would project thefe 
fliedicihes upon Saturn prepared for the White , 
diminifh Saturn in its three Days, and do as 
you did in Jupiter* 


CHAP. XVIII. 

Of Solar Medicines for Jupiter and Sa- 
turn. 

T HE firfl: Solar Medicine is thus made. 

Calcine Sol , amalgamating firft with 
Mercury , and as in Luna exprefs the Adercu - 
ty through a Cloath : then grind it with twice 
fo much as it felt' is of Common-Salt, prepared, 
and fet rhe whole over a gentle Fire y that the 
remaining Adercury may recede. Extradtthe 
Salt with fweet Water , and dry the Calx, from 
which fublime as much of Salammoniac , re- 
| verting the fublimed Salt upon it four times 5 
then diffolve it in the Water of Vitriol, and 
Peter, and famenous AUom, as is taught in the 
end of this Book. Likewife diflolve Crocus 
made of Iron by Calcination , or Copper cal-> 
cined Red . Jfoyn thefe Waters in equal parts 5 
draw off the water by Uift illation, and revert 
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Jt upon it four times. Laftly, Dry the Aiat^ 
ter 9 and imbibe it with Oyl of 'Tartar re&ifi- 
ed (as in the end of this Bookj) until it flow 
as tvax , and tinge four parts into Gold 
Obriz.qn. - 

The fecond is made with Sol diflolved (as 
in the firft ) and a like quantity of Greennefs 
made of Copper calcined, and diflolved, be* 
ing both mixed, and incerated ; by diftilling 
and reiterating, and in the end incerating with 
Sulphur prepared, until it flow as tvax^ and 
tinge eight parts of Saturn fplendidly. 

The third is made of Gold diflolved, and 
Sulphur diflolved, and of the afore laid Greeh- 
nefs diflolved , and thefe mixt and prepared 
( as in the fecond ) and laftly incerated with 
the Oyl ot Hairs prepared,* or of Eggs* for 
the way is one 5 and one part of this falls 
upon ten of Saturn. Thefe Medicines may 
alio be projected upon Jupiter prepared for 
the Red and fb it will be a moft Splendid 
perfevering At 'after, as the fineft ivork^ accor- 
ding to its Degree . - For thefe Aiedicinej alter 
in the fecond Order , as We faid. < 


C H A P. XIX. 

Of White Medicines for Venus and'M.ars^ 

N OW We come to the Medicines of Ve~ 
*ws and A(ars% and firft We fhall fpeafe 

^ ' ' ' - ! '.'r. , ' " of 
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Of the Medicines of thefe for the WhiteZ ffe 
pf Silver as above calcined, one part, and 
grind the fame with two parts of Arfnic/^ pre- 
pared , and one part of Mercury precipitate * 
and imbibe the whole with Water of S alt-pet er^ 
jL.it hargiry , and Ammoniac^ in equal parts, un- 
til it hath druqk in its own Weight of that Wa~ 
t.eri then dry and incerate with White Oyl , as 
in others you have done , until it flow , and 
one part fall upon four of Venus or Mars pre- 
pared. 

A fecond Medicine is made of Luna calcined, 
and as much of Jupiter calcined and diflolved 5 
mix, dry, and incerate with double their quai*- 
tityof Arfnicf^ fublimed , until the Medicine 
flows well. 

A Third is made of calcined, as above*' 
and of Arfnickj&nd Sulphur fublimed and ground 
with it, and then fublimed with alikequan-r 
tityof Satammoniac . This Sublimation repeat 
thrice , and then project one part upon fix of 
thefe Bodies prepared. 1 



CHAP. XX. 

Of Red Medicines for Venus and Mars* 

A Solar Medicine is thus made. Be of Tutia * 
lib. 1. Calcine and diflblve it in the Water 
of Vitriol and Peter 5 then,with that Water im- 
bibe the Calx of Sol* that it may drink in 

double 
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double its own Weight of the fame Water! Af- 
terward by difti Hation receive the Water from 
it , and revert it upon the Calx four times 
L,aftly , incerate with the Oyl of Hairs , or of 
Bulls- Gall , and V’erdigreefe prepared , and it 
will be excellent, pure and laudable. But do 
you dire(ffc your Hands according to our Sayings 
otherwife you Study in vain 5 and in your 
Heart receive our Intention ( expreffed in our 
Volumes ( for fo doing you will diTcern , that 
vfG have made a true fearch. 


CHAP. XXL 

Of a Medicine of the third Order * for 
the White. J 

j^JEnce We afcend to the degree of the third. 

Order , Firft We will treat of the Lunar 
Medicine , as well for perfecting imperfetf: Bo~ 
dies , as for Coagulating Mercury it felf into 
true Luna. Therefore diffolve Luna calcined, 
in folutive water , as before; which being 
dpne , coft it in a phial with a long Heck , 
the orifice of which muft be left unftopt , for 
Qne day only, until a third part of the Water 
be confumed. This being effefted, fetit with 
its Velfel in a cold place , and then it converts 
to fmall fufible Stones , like Cryflrall. This is 
Silver reduced to our Mercury , fixed and fu- 

fiblCj 
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fible 5 of which Rrfour Ounces ; of White 
Arfnick. prepared , 6 Ounces , and of Sulphur 
prepared 2 Ounces. Mix all together , well 
grinding them with Salt-pet er, and Ammoniac. 
Then put the AFixture into a Fhial with a long 
N'eck.y keeping the fame in Heat for a Weekly 
and in that time the Matter will be hard as 
fitch. This take out, and again incerate the 
third time, and within three days you will 
find it an Oyl in Ftux . When the F'ejfel is cold 
break it, and take what you find therein , 
which will be in a Lump fixed , and flowing as 
Wax. This is the firft Degree. Again, Take as 
much as before of New Matter , and joyn 
the fame with this Ferment , and do as before*, 
and confequently a third and fourth time. 
Thus doing, you will find a Medicine , which 
is great and excellent in Goodnefs : for one 
part of, it falls upon ten of every Body , or 
of Mercury , and converts it into true Luna. 
f Keep this Stone ^ and confiderately ruminate 
of what We have taught in our Summe of Per- 
fection , arid you will attain to higher 7 Ihings, 
For our purpofe was not in one only Folume 
to demonftrate all Things*, but that Book * 
fhould declare Book^y. and expound the fame. 


CHAP. 



CHAP- XXII. 

Of a Solar Medicine of the Third Order. 

T He Solar Adedicine is of Sol diflolved and 
prepared after the manner of Luna’s Pre- 
paratton , to which you mull add of Sulphur 
dinolved three and of one part 

(as in the end is (hewed) through all Things 
doing , as in the Lunar Chapter 5 and it will 
be a Medicine tinging every Body and Merr 
cury it felf, into true Sol , or better, accor- 
ding to the way now (hewed. 

Read and perufe our Summe of PerfeEbion Z 
and you will find the Method of the Regimen 
there prefcribed , by which you may tinge tq 
Infinity , if you poffe fs a (harp and good Wit, 
and be not moved this way and that way with 
the divers ambiguous Sayings of Pbilofophers . 
For they all tend to the one PerfeEbion , by 
Us fufficiently deferibed to you. You may 
lliake Tryal , if you be able* if not forbear 5 
becaufe you will fuftain Loft and reap 
nothing but Emptinefs . 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

Of Solutive Waters and Inter ati*ue Oy/s • 

S On of DoEtrine , fe&rch blit Experiments , 
and cea (e not j becaufe in them you may 
find Fruit a Thoufand-fold. For We writ this 
Boston ly for you , which We are willing to 
compleat with certain waters and Oyls , very 
peceffary in Our Magiftery : With thefe We 
(hall conclude our Bool ^ of the Invention of 
PerfeEbion . And firfi We (hall begin with Our 
j Oijfolutive Water , of which We made Men- 
tion in Our Summe of PerfeEbion , when We 
(peak of Dijfolutton with the Acuity of Waters* 
Firfi R of Vitriol of Cyprus , lib 1, of Salt - 
peter, lib . ft. and of Jamenous Allom one fourth 
part 1 extradt the Water with Rednefs of the 
Alembeck. (for it is very S olutive) and ufe it in 
£he before allead ged Chapters . This is alio made 
much more acute , if in it you fliall dilfolve a 
fourth part of Salammoniac ; becaufe that dif- 
iolvesGold , Sulphur , and Silver. 

Our other Philofophical Cerati'ue Water , is 
this : R Oy/diftilled from the Whites of Eggs , 
grind it with half fb much of Salt -peter , and 
of Salammoniac , equal parts , and it will be 
very good. Or mix it with Salt-Alcaly y and 
diitill as before. And the more you reiterate 

this 
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this Labour, the better it incerates. Or, coin 
>oyn the aforefaid Oyl , with Oyl of Tartar 
and thence diftilf a V'F’hite Incerati ve Oyl. * 

A Red Incerative Oyl is thus made : Be Oyl of 
the Yolks of Eggs , or of Humane-Hairs , to 
which adjoynas much of Salammoniac , and 
diftill the Mixture 5 repeat this Diftillation 
three times , and it will be a moft red Incerative 

Oyl. 

Oyl of Terdigreefe is made, when terdigreefe 
is diflolved in Water of Salammoniac , and 
when with the fame congealed* the Oyl of Eggs 
is mixed, the Mixture diftilled , and the Di- 
fiillation thrice repeated. For fo operating,yoii 
will have theOy/of terdigreefe apt and pro- 
fitable for Incerating. 

Oyl of Gall is made , by extracting an Oyl 
from Gall, as from Humane Hairs $ through 
all Things, doing as in the other. 

I do not fay, that thefe can give a Mineral 
Radical Humidity y as We proved in Sulphur and 
u4r[nickj> but they preferve the TirMure from 
Combufiion , until it enters, and afterward they 
fiie in augmentation of the Fire , as is elfe- 
where declared by Us. Whatloever Hrtift 
fhall perfectly and ftudioufly operate, accor- 
ding to Our Sayings contained in this Our B^ok.% 
he, after Compleatment of his Work^y will find* 
that We have truly Searched. And in this, 
OurBtffl^is terminated, which is intituled. Of 
the Invention of parity, or F erf <.£1 ion. 

THE ENT>. 
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G E B E R, 

The Famous Arabian 

Frince and Fhilofopher , 

His BOOK ; Of 

FURNACES 

The PREFACE , dividing this 
BOOK into Three Parts. 

E have confidered with a 
Conjideratzon not phanta u 
flick. That in Our Volumes 
We have amply treated of the whole Aft. 
Yet, that We may not he obnoxious to 
the Cenfure of the Envious , We have 
Writ this Book of Furnaces , in which 
We Jljall deliver the Manual Practice, in 
Preparations both of Spirits and of Bo- 
dies ; that Artificers may the better at- 
tain to the Compleatment of the Work . 

Therefore , feeing the ultimate C011- 
fideration conjifts m the JCnowledge cf 

Things 
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Things more nigh and in the way of 
Operating ; Things ^ extract-, 
edfrom Things , 4 ? Regimen of Firb .• 
and for as much as JVe cannot attain to 
thisy unlefs by Separating Superfluities 
from the defined Subjedt , viz. The Com- 
buflibifoties^ and Terreftreities of Sul- 
phur , defiling every Body; hence it is^ 
that We intend Firfito treat of all the 
Wayes of Operating ; as namely ; what 
the Furnace is , with its Inftrumerits , 
which hathrefpe£t to every Thing to be 
prepared \ even unto Compleatment of the 
V Vork , with the Regirrien of Fire ap- 
propriate to it ; and what Veflels are 
fit for the purpose 9 that the Arti ft: may 
with them compleat his Operation. Se- 
condly , We will Jhew , what Things are 
to be prepared ; that he may be able y cf 
Things Simple or Commixt, to generate 
Spl, or Luna , with fplendour. Thirdly , 
JVe will declare thofe Things, which 
- may be perfected with Alteratives , dnd 
which are naturally altered with Total 
Compleatment .• and the way of Peri 
mixing due Proportion, and with 
Medicines by a long time prepared there- 
unto * 

But 
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But at the End and towards the Clofe 
if this Book , We will fit dbpvn a lleca-r 
pitulation of all Our Experiments , fy 
which We attained to the Knowledge of 
this Verity. 


The Firfl Part of this Book * Of the 
Wayes of Operating. ~ 


C H A P. I. 1 

Of the Caicinatory Furnace. 

* - ; . 1 , 

L Et the Calcinatory' Furnace be made Iquare, 
in length four foot , and three foot in/ 
breadth , „ and let the thlckriefs of the^ 
Walls be half a foot 5 after this manner .* LunaS 
Venus , Afars> or oihtrThings to be calcined,^ 
muft be put into ITiJhes or Pans of moft tfrong’ 
Clay , flich as of which Crucibles are made , 
that they may per lift in the wi[perity qf Fire * 
even to the total Combuftion of the Thing to 
be calcined. Calcination is the Treafure of a 
Thing 5 be not you Weary of Calcination 5 but 
ftudy what We have laid in Ouf Volumes . for 
Impsrfebt Bodies are cleanfed by C alcinntion^tid 

T by 
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R*du&ion?Qt the Calcinate into a Solid Body , 
or Mafs, .Thp^ i&. Qur Medicine projected up- 
on;/ them , and ca^fe given to you of foy* 

V'* t ~~ " " i 

* • • 


G H A P. I I. 

Cy the Sit 1? It rn at ory Furnace* 

L - t 

Et your Sublimatory Furnace be made af- 
ter the manner, as is before compleatly 
taught, in Our Summeof Perfection, touching 
the Sublimation of Spirits $ according to this 
Form . 

In SubUmation oC Sulphur ± the Cover of the 
Sublimatory muft be made with a great and 
large Concavity within , after the manner of 
an ^ilembeck. without a JSTofe : for otherwife 
the whole Sublimate may defeend to the Bot* 
tom of the Fejfel , through too great Heat. 
Becaufe in the end of the Sublimation , the 
Sulphur afeends not unlefs with force of Fire> 
eyeri to Ignition t>f , the \Aludel * and if the 
$utyhnr be ndt retained in the Concavity above, 
ieeirig it eafily flows , it will defeend again > 
by the Sides of the F’effel , to the very Bottom , 
and fb nothing wift be found ftiblimed* as is 
known to the pxpjru 





CHAP, 
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Of the SDifiillatcryy Furnace* 

♦TTTe Fifillatory Furnace is the fame with the 
■ Sublimatory* But Fire muft be admimftred 
according to the Exigency of Things to be Di- 
ftilled. The way of Difi tiling , as well of Mi- 
nerals , as of Vegetables y Wq have fufficiently 
deferibed in Our Sum of Perfection 0 


C H A P; I VV 

4 

Of the c £)efcenfory Furnace. 

'J'He Defcenfory Furnace is made as before 

deferibed, and it is wonderfully ufeful co 
Us, and tp the Mclters of Metals by Ctneri - 
Hums and CCments. For all 'Calcined , Corn- 
bolt , Diflolved , and Coagulated Bodies, are 
reduced by this Furnace into a Solid Mafs. 
Yea, Cineritiums and Cements , and Tejts , or 
Crucibles , into which Silver is often Melted , 
are put into this Furnace , for recovering thb 
Metal imbibed. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

Of the Fuforjy , or Melting Furnace. 

*-r -, He Fufory Furnace is that , in which all Bo- 
dies are eafily melted by themfelves $ and 
it is a Furnace much in ufe among Afelttrs 
of Metals for Coining Afoney : alfo ^ iurichal - 
cum is melted in thefe Furnaces , and tinged 
with Tutta , or Calaminaris % as is known to 
the experienced. 


CHAP. VI. 

Of the Solutory y or c Dtffol e uing Furnace. 

*T"He Dijfolutory , or Dijfolving Furnace , Is 
made with a jP*» full of Water , with 
Infiruments , in which other Inflruments are 
Artificially retained , that they JFW/ not : thefe 
are the Vejf 'Is , in which every Dissolution is 
made. And this is the Form of the Furnace , 
and .Vejfels* 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V 1 1® 

Of the Fixatory Furnace , or Athanor. 

T He Fixatory Furnace muffc be made after 
the manner of the Furnace of Calcinati- 
on j and in it muft be let a deep Fan full of 
fifted A/hes . But the Vejfel , with the Matter 
to be fixed , being firft firmly fealed , muft 
be placed in the midftof the AJhes 9 fo that 
the thicknefs of the A/hes underneath , and 
above in the Circuit of the Veffd , may be 
anfwering to the thicknefs. of four Fingers % 
or according to that ? which you defire to 
fix : becaufe in fixing one, a greater Fire is 
required , than in fixing another. By this 
Furnace , and by this Way the Ancient Ph.lo - 
fophers attained to the FFbr^of the Afajftery 3 
which, Afen truly Pbilofophiz,ing % is known 
tQ be fufficiently d^monftrated in Our Books 5 
gnd by thofe especially , who are true 
Searchers of Verity. 

This is the Figure Qf the Athanor . Yet if 
any One can qiore ingenioufly invent the 
like , let not Our Invention retard him from 
fo doing. 


T 5 
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The Second Part of this Book, Of ‘Things 
to be prepared. 

\ 

CHAP. VI I L 

Of the 'Preparations of Middle-Mine* 
ral Spirits, and Allpmes. 

I N this Chapter I will declare the Prepare 
tions of Spirits , and firft pf Mercury : 
which If you would perfectly fiiblime, you 
inuit add to every pound of it two pounds 
and an half of Common Salt, , ‘ and half a 
pound of Salt -peter. Mortifie the Mercury 
wholly , grinding all together with Vinegar , 
until nothing of the Mercury appear living 
in the Mature* and fublime it, as you know,: 
tec a ufe it is profitable. 

Red Mercury is thus fublimed, viz... One 
pound of it is mixed, and perfectly well 
ground together , with one pound of Salt* 
peter , and one pound of Vitriol , and from 
them it is. .fublimed Red and Splendid. But 
uirfnick^ is fublimed thus , viz.. From one 
pound of the Filings of Venus , half a pound 
of Common Salt y and one quarter of a pound 
of yillom calcined. Firft mortifie thefe with 

"*■’ • 1 ■ * ■ ’ ' F*» e & ar > 
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Vinegar , ftirring them over a Fire , until the 
whole be biackned 5 and again , imbibe and 
dry,e ltirring as. before § and -a* ‘ v 

do this the third time: then fub- * Or White 
lime the * jizymum , and it is Matter . 
profitable. — 

Sulphur boiled in a Lixivium and dryed, is 
fublimed with the fame Feces as ^rfnit^k^ 
except that , inftead of the Filings o £ Venip, 
into the afofefaid Vejfel is put Filings of r Mstrgi 
or the Seales thereof beaten to Powder . 
ntoniac is fublimed from Common Salt, Fit- 

tia and Marchafite are fublimed , as is deti&red 
in Our Summe of Perfection** But Saltjf *4 /- 
lames , Boraxes , and Vitriols , are prepared 
as We have fufficiently Writ in Our Book of 
Investigation 4 • * , ; r . 


C H A P, I X 

Of-ylhe CalcznatiQucfJ^ypit^x and SdtfXn. 

I plter is fpecially calcined thus : Let a great 
^ Fefi ( or calcining be placed in a FV*r- 
ttace, and 7^». put into ir» With as much of 
Common Sait prepared , and Roch cajei- 
ned. When the Metal is in flux , let itDe&f- 
way s ftirred with an Iron Spatula full pf Jfolv 
until the Whole be turned to ^Ijhes : which 
ft? ft Sift , and then fee them in Fire again,- 
keeping them conftantly Fire- /for, until they Be 

T 4 very 
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Things ; with Fire moderate or ftrong , accor- 
ding to the Exigency of Things to be calcined 5 
as is evident in Oiir Book^ , Of the Inveftigp- 
tionof the PeyfeB Magi fiery ; but all Bodies are 
calcined., asjn Our Te ft ament* 

■■ .. v * 

CHAP. XII. 

Of the Ablutions of the Calxes of Com - 
. btijl Bodies . 

THe .Ablution of all Bodies combuft and ca 1 - 
cined , is thus made : Firffc you muft have 
a large Earthen V'effel , full of hot fweet 
Water . With this wafh any Calx of a Body 
calcined , ftirring if -often, that all the Sait 
and j 4 llom may be diffolved 5 then when it 
hath fetled , evacuate the Water warily , that 
none of the Body, pafs out with the Lotion. 
Put the Calcinate again into Hot Water , and 
repeat the Labour , as before, until it be per- 
feaiy well wafhed 3 then keep it. 


C H A P. XIII. 

Of the lacerations of Calxes wajhed^ 

P i Icerations of Calxes wafhed , are thus made 
Dry the wafhed Calx 3 afterwards diuolve 
in diftilled Vinegar lib. ,Qf Common Salt ^ 
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Roch Allom , Salt Gemme , of each two Oun^ 
ces . With this Water imbibe Four Ounces of 
the aforefaid wafhed , and dryed Calx , until 
it hath drunk in all the laid Water , then 
dry it, and refer ve the feme for ufe. 


C H A P. XIV. 

Of the Reduction of Calxes into a Solid 
Mafs. 


R Edu&wn ot that wafhed and incerated 
, 7 f 5 -thus made : Wafh the incerated 

• 'Urine , until you have ex- 

^ Salts and A Homes , with the 

Efb of the calcined Body s which, being dry- 
ea , imbibe with Oyl of Tartar ^ in which dif- 
“ one PoUnd 'of the €>>/ , Two Ounces 
ot oallammcmaq y and One Ounce of Salt- 
peter But of the Calx there muft be Four 
round j andfuch Imbibition muft be made at 
feveral times , drying and imbibing. Then 

T\r^ ir * ar ^ cau ^ it to defeend in a great 
j>efcenfory , and reduce into d folid Mats, the 
purged from Combuftible Snlphureity . 
rJ'/r Ue *° f : Th& Fire Atoning ; and frc& 
£gL ’ : 3 hich Reduction retain 

Fecfflencfo? the Earth* 
f ^°r h afecideaital 

£??? » ha’d arcefi? to it in* ity Miner*: 

But 
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But its Foulnefs innate in the Radix of ItsG*- 
j uration , muft be palliated ( or illuftrated) 
with a Medicine , the greater part of which 
contains in it felf the fubftanceof Argentt/ive % 
according to the Exigency of Art , as is by 
Us often demonftrated in Our Summe of Per* 
feCtion. 


CHAP. XV. 

Of the Solutions of Bodies prepared * 
and of certain Con jun<5tions of them % 
with certain Proportion , that they 
may appear with better Brightness 
after their Reduction. 

B odies are twofoldly reducedto Perfection, > 
either by the way of Preparation , and 
by Commixtion of PerfeCt Bodies with the Ifn~ 
perfect 5 or by Medicine prepared for the pur- 
pofe. But here We lhatl declare , why the 
PerfeCt per fedts the Imp er felt * and alfo , tha£ 
the Imperfelb is reduced to Perfection , with 
Preparations by Us generally demonftrated : 
and thefe Preparations in this Chapter We 
purpofe fufficiently , and in a more fpecial 
manner to treat of 

Fir ft We declare , that the B ody cleanfed 
(as is aforefaid ) by the way of Calcination 

and 
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and Reduftion , muft either be fifed , or di- 
vided into fmall Gr dines , as is known : For 
after Pupon, it is by us poured out upon a Table 
bored fall of fmall Holes , over cold Watery 
the Water being ftrongfy ftir red while this is 
doing. This is Our way of Granulating* This 
Granulate Body diflblve in Our J>ijfolutive Wa- 
ter , which is made of Salt-peter and Vitriol , 
as to the one half thereof ; or diffolve Fi- 
lings of the lame Body into a Limpid Water j 
then add to it of Ferment prepared, to a third 
part of its own weight : Extract the Water , 
and revert it $ this do feven times. After it 
is reduced into Body 9 prove it by its Examen % 
and you will rejoyce in this, that you have 
generated. 

But becaufe We have treated of the per- 
fect uddminiftration of Imperfect Bodies , We 
will now give the fpecial , true , and certain 
Rutes of every Body : and begin ing firft with 
fupitsr^ We ia,y, After you have prepared 
Jupiter , and reduced it , diflblve the fame in 
the Acuity of Waters , and to nine parts of 
this (diflolved a$ We laid) ad joy n one part 
of TalkJ calcined and diflolved, mixing the 
clear Waters . 'Tfjis Water reCtifie by tern- 
feyen times; ex trailing and reverting. 
After the laft Rectification is made , give to it 
of the Water of Salt -peter, imbibing and dry- 
ing * and reduce, it intoacleap Body , fliftain- 
ing Ignition 9 and the dnerittfw. For if you 
conjoyn airgentvive , precipitated, and diflol- 
~ * ved. 
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ved , as We (aid, after Reduction you will find 
a noble Body , under the afore-mentioned Pro- 
portion, 

The Regimen of Saturn is compleated , it 
being prepared and diflolved , with a third 
part of its red Ferment alfb diflolved ; which 
being prepared as before , you will rejoyce 
to find it fo fair a Body % 

We y more fpecially handling the Regimen 
of V etius y have declared , that you ought 
feven times, or oftner, to reCtifieit, when 
prepared and diflolved 5 diftilling off the Wa- 
ter y and reverting them thereon , each time. 
Which being coagulate , thence makeamoft 
noble 'Greennefs with Salammoniac diflolved in 
diftiiled Vinegar . That Greennefs rubifie in a 
Vi tjfel of M arsy and again diflblve it 5 to which 
Solution adjoyn a third part of prepared and 
diflolved Luna$ afterward extracting and re- 
verting the Water of Ferment feven times. 
Then reduce this into Body , and you will 
rejoyce. 

The Regimen of Nlars is as of Venus , but by 
reafon of its very great Foulnefs , you can 
expeCt no good from it. 

The Regimen of Luna is thus ? Diflblve and 
coagulate it feven times, or at lcaft four 
times. And to it diflolved , adjoyn the fixed 
rubifying Waters , which We have declared , 
and you will find the Body aptly Solar : for it 
agrees with So/, and remains quietly with it. 
In this , Venus , admirably well purged and 
* diflolved 
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diflolved * may be a great help to you ; be- 
caufe a moft clean , tinging* and fixed Sul- 
phur may be extracted from It, And I tel! 
you , that Mercury purified and fixed , hath 
power to palliate for illuftrate) the Foulnefs 
of / mperfeCt Bodies 5 and fixed Sulphur ex^ 
traded pure from Bodies % to colour them with 
Splendor . Hence you may collect a great Se- 
€tet , viz*. That Mercury and Sulphur may 
be extracted , as well from imperfed Bodies • 
* N ducly prepared , as from the perfed. For 
purified Spirits , and middle Minerals , are an 
Help , and very peculiar , for deducing the 
Work* to Perfection* 


Tile Third- Part, Of J&critcs to he f>er~ 
feCieri , and o ( ^.Iter at i*ve Me riicsnes. 


CHAP. XVI. 

Of the way of 'Perfecting i according 
to the Third Order. & 

j— jAving above fufficiently treated of all the 
ways of perfecting Imperfect Bodies 9 in 
the Second Order , We mult now pafs on tor 
tiie Bounds of the Third Ordsr. But what the 
mcdicines^ve * and of what kind , both of the 

fecond 
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feeond and third Order , is plainly enough de^- 
monftrated in Our £00^ of the Per fed Magi— 
fiery ; where we have with a competent and 
true Demonfttation, fhewed* that Our Stone is 
procreated of the Suhflance of ^Irgent'vvue t 
and this We did fufficiently* as in a fpecula— 
tive Tbeorical Book- Therefore We intend here 
manifeftly to unlock the Clofure of u 4 rt , and 
it is thus; You muft ftudy to refolve Luna * 
or So/, into its own Dry Water , which the 
Vulgar call Mercury : and this fo 9 as a Duo- 
denary Proportion ( of the Solutive Water) may 
contain only a part of the perfed: Body. For 
if with gentle Fire* you well govern thefe, 
you will find (in the {pace of forty Days)). 
that Body converted into meet Water. And 
the fignof its perfed Dijfolution , is Blackriefs 
appearing on its Superficies . ‘ 

But if you endeavour to perfed both XVorkf » 
the White* and the Red, diflolve each of the 
Ferments by it felf, and keep it. This is Our 
udrgentz/ive extraded from -d Wgentvive , which 
We intend for Ferment . But the Pafte to be 
fermented * We extrad , in the ufiial man- 
ner, from imperfed Bodies . And of this We 
give you a general Rule 5 which is, that the 
White Pafte is extraded from Jupiter * and Sa- 
turn i but the Red from Venus and Saturn. Yet 
every Body muft be diflolved by it felf in the 
Ferment . 


CHAP. 


ti 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Of the Regimen of jupitdf and Saturn, 

JTEcaufe We intend in this Chapter to de- 
^ monftrate the Regiment of Jupiter and Sa- 
turn i We firft flgnifie , that this Chapter is for 
the White , and the way is thus : Be lib. x. 
Of moft clean Tin* and melt it, to which be- 
ing in Flax, add twelve pounds of well clean- 
fed Mercury , ftirring the whole , that they 
may be mixed. This Mixture put into a Phial 
having a Heck, of a foot in length % which 
j Phial place in an Athanor , and like wife a- 
nother Phial with Saturn fo prepared j admi- 
niftring a gentle Fire to them for a Week- In 
which time you will have a Pafie diflolved* 
fit to be fermented with the VFhite Ferment , 
according to the Proportion , which We {hall 
here following (hew. Let there be four parts 
Of the Pafie of Jupiter , three parts of S aturn % 
and one part of the F'F’hite Ferment. Thefe, 
being diflolved , *as We faid, muft be mixed; 
through their leaft parts , and fet in Tatte- 
fa&ion ( after the manner of Our DiJfoiutioh 
of moderate Fire ) for feven Days : this'time 
expired, let them be taken out % well mixed, 
and their more liquid Parts exprelled through 
a Cloth . What remains thick , put into a 
well fealed Glafs, which place in the Athanor , 

as 
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$s before * for. the time afqrefaid ; and fb do 
thrice until. it hath imbibed all the Humi 
dity+ Then put your F'ejfel with its Matter, 
in the Furnace of Fixation for twelve Days j 
which being expired , take ' it out + and re- 
duce it with .Things reducing. .... And, you will 
find that , which our Ancefiors found not 
without very, great Study x vizj . The Generate 
generating. The fame you may ;oyn with 
j Lead in the Cinentium, and you will find the 
Body perfed in Whitenefs , perpetually gene- 
rating its like. The Expofitioh of which, to- 
gether with what We have Written thereof 
I /with all: my Ancefiors ) , leave to my Sue-, 
eejfots. ’ . j , : :r 
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„ ' . 

• Of the Regimen oj Venus and Sat-arri. 

\V', • „ ; . . _ 

thd Pafie of V mus let there be three 
pounds , of Saturn two , and of Fer- 
ment one. Of thefe perfectly diflolved, make 
Ctmmixtioir through their leait Parts , which 
keep in Heat * as in the White is faid. Extract 
the Water 9 .and what remains in the Cloth , 
put into a Well fealed Glafs , for three Weeks . 
Then take- it out , and render to it a third 
parf of its own refer ved Water , and codt, 
as in the precedent Chapter and this do thrice. 

V But 
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I$ut when it hnth iYnbiBed all * its Water \ put 
it. in its proper Vejfei+an&FttrHadekQr be fixed. 
When fixed , Vv\t)\f~bings reducing reduce 
it into Bodjf ready to be augmented atid tinged^ 


- € H A P. XI X. 

■•*•*'* ‘ . . . j. , i , m “' '.} 

*- • Of the Regimen of Mars, n \ 

^Eearig the Solution vof Mdirs Ls ifeund very 
difficult , Me ihali in the Endtih this Book# 
treat of . many WJiyk^ and; alfor fct! -doWn dk 
verie other Experiments made by us. Therie-, 
fore , of the Pafie of Mars let there be lib . 2, 
of lib 4, and of Saturn^EbMb^ Mix 
thefe without Ferment , and codt the Mixture 
for feven JD^jr ± and you will find: :the whole 
pry . it, and put it, together with half 

its weight of Lkhargiry beaten to Powder > irijo 
a ReduStory , and you will find a Mineral Body 
very profitable.,^ if you be wifc V r of which 
yfpji^ye fitteri i^ac^e mention. ; 


. r 
-.1 7 1 . - 




■ • i; ■ Cifl -A p. XX. ■ ■ 

v of' ^ 

Regimen of 'L.ttna is the reducing it 
ft&m ks Miner a, to a fhdffe nob!eS#*f<r > 
and thB is th^s dorife : Diffolve Ffehar^ and of 
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jt take libl $ , of Venus difiolved, lib. 4 , Of 
ferment difloIved c /*£. 1. Gonjoyn the 
daft them for -feven Ztey.y with gentle JF 7 r<? in a 
fealed Glafs , as in Mars r with their whole 
Water j then augment the Fire leifurely for 
Other feven Gays , - and let it be a£ Fire of Sub- 
limation. But for other feven Days give it 
fire fbmewhat more ftrong, that the whole 
W^er may be fixed with it. This Powder re- 
duce in a fhialljguantity : and if it retain with it 
felfpart of ithe Mercury (which you will eafily 
perceive, ifi you know how to calcine) it is 
wdlf indeed $ but if not , again put it to be 
feted , until it be fufficiently fixt. , This mult 
be reduced wkh Red reducing ’ Things j and 
then you will find your Lund coloured, trans- 
muted and fixed , which highly efteem. For 
if you well Study in Our Volumes , you will 
find by Our: Confideration , uponr what Sub- 
fetts , the true Searcher ought to ground his 
A&ion. 


C H A P. X XI. 

Of the Regimen of Mercury. 

^pHe Regimen of Mercury is compleated two 
’*• ways, Firft, You mult amalgamate it , 
well wafhed and purified , in the certain Pro- 
portion by Us under-written. In the fecond 
way , you mult diftillit , and thence make an 

V 2 stquavita* 
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"Aquavit a. For the firft Way the Proportion is 
r i i?s : Of Mercury 48 ounces , of Sol 1 ounce j 
rjr Luna 1 ounce, of T^enus r ounce , and of 
Saturn x ounce. Melt thefe Bodies 5 firft the 
Venus and Luna$ fecondly, the So/, thirdly,: 
Saturn. Take all out of the Fire , having 
pelted them in a large Crucible , and your 
SAer.cury in readinefs made hot in another 5 
e:d when the fa id Metals begin to harden , 
pour. in : the Mercury leifurely, ' ltirring the 
^.ikture with; a Sticky , letting it again on 
rheFzre , and taking it off,: .until they he all 
amalgamated with the whole iSAercury. This 
j fintitlguma , put to be , diffolved for feven 
&^f es \ extr&dfc the Water with a Cloth, make 
ihe Refidue volatile , adminiftrihg Fire of Ig- 
nition. This again imbibe with its: whole 
ter* and put it to be generated 5 ? and agaiii 
o be dryed for forty Dayes^ and you will 
Snd a Stone 5 which put to. be fixed, and 
vou will have a Stone augmentable to Infinity. 

herefore keep this BooJ^, even from thy 
^ vn Son 5 becaufe it expounds all Things , 
vhich We have Written in divers Books . ^ 
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f/ 3 W , and this Water boiled away to a 

third part , and that expoled to the Air> or 
fet in B - or in Tung , for certain Dayes . 

For then it will be Oj/ of Luna^ and Ferment , 
which keep for thepy^Y?. 


CHAP. XXIII. 

©/" Ferment cf Sol, for the Red 1 

T He Ferment of S0/ is made, when Gold is 
dillolved in its own Water , and decoded 
and prepared according to the aforelaid Chap- 
tered the Ferment of Luna . For fo, it will 
be the Ferment of Sol 9 for the Red , which 
keep. 


CHAP, XXIV. 

Ferment of Ferment upon Mercu- 
ry, as <well for the White y as for the 
Red \ 







CHAP. XXII. 

the Ferment of Luna, for the White . 

pHe Ferment of Luna for th z J r I r hite is made, 
when Luna is diflolved in its own Corro - 

five 


f He Composition of Qur Medicine , which is 
called Ferment of Ferment upon Mercury , is 
made for the White , after this manner : Take 
the Ferment of Luna , which is its Oyl , and 
add to it twice fo much of Arfnick^ iublimed 
and diffolved in Water 5 then to both thefe 

• V 3 add 
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add of Mercury dilfolved , as much as of t ti6 
Arfnick. Mix the Waters , and fet them o- 
ver a Fire for one Day to be incorporated. 
Afterward, extra& the Water by ^ilembeck^ , 
and revert it $ this do fifteen times , j fb in-* 
cerating , and it will be fluid, as fufibleWax . 
' Then add to it as much Virgins Wax melted, 
commix them , and proje<ft the Mixture upon 
Mercury wafhed , according as fhall feem ex- 
pedient to you. ‘ For that refolved is aug- 
mented in vertue and weight. 

But if this Ferment of Ferment bemade for 
the Red : Diflplve Sal in its own jyater ( all 
the Comp options of thole Waters^ and of other 
Things , are liifficiently treated of in Our Book* 
Of the Invention of Perfection y wherefore We 
have here omitted them) to one part of that 
Gold dilfolved , add two parts of Sulphur 
drffoived in the fame Water together with it, 
and three parts of Mercury dilfolved. Let all 
thele be truly dilfolved into moft clear Wa- 
ters , . which being mixt codfc for one Day , 
that they may (pie fermented 5 then extracfb 
the Water fifteen times , each time reverting 
it. Incerate with yellow Virgins Wax 5 that 
is, with half its weight of Oy lot Bloody or 
Oyl of Eggs : then projedt upon crude Mercu- 
ry , according as fhall feem expedient to 
you. 

Here note, that if you perfedl this Medi- 
cine t according to th g Method We have taught 
(in the Third Order of Our Sum of Perfection) 

•’ • of 
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of the Congelative Medic in e of Mercury , you 
will find by Reiteration of the Work , , and by 
Suhtiliation thereof , that one Part tingeth in- 
finite Parts of Mercury into moft high Sot £ 
more noble than any natural Gold \ 


C H A P. XXV. 

A Recapitulation of the Experiments 
of the Author. 

F Or as much as I intended in this Volume 
to declare ajl dubious Things , I will 
conclude my Boo\ with all the true Experi- 
ments , Which have been proved and try ed 
by me; By thefe true Operations , the new 
Searcher may perceive the Verity , or Falfity 
of divers Sophiftical Receipt x, and fb not fpend 
his time unprofitable* and likewife difcern 
what is ‘good , in the Receipfeof falie Opera- 
tors . And firft of Spirits only , and afterward^ 
confequehtly of others , :as well of Bodiet ■, 
as of Spirits , with their Methods We, intend 
to fpeak- But this Chapter is dividedintotWo 
Parts : Firft We declare the Experiences, of 
the Ancients proved by Us f : Secondly^ the 
Rethf cations of them all; Yet, as We have 
begun, We muft firft infill upon thofe Works 
which are of Whitenefs , 

V 4 A 
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A good Deal Nation R: of Realgar 5 I , Of 
Argentvive fub limed , f fi. Q f Tartar cal- 
cined , | x. grind and incorporate 9 and put 
them in a Rhial with a 2\far£/of a foot in 
length, and its orifice fo wide, as two Fingers 
may enter : let it be lpted , and let oyer a 
Fire ,' covered with a Cloth . Firft make a 
gentle FiV* for a quarter of an hour , after- 
ward augment the Eire underneath , and 
round about , until the Furnace be very hot 
with Ignition, \yhen all is cold , break the 
Vejfel , and take out what you find Metalline^ 
and make of this a great Quantity. For I 
will now {hew you the way , how this 
Medicine may be profitably rectified. 

An Artificial De alb at ion % Upon Tutia y fub- 
limp one part of fublimate Mercury , and 
two parts of Arfmcl^fubfimed , until it fhall 
have Jngyefs. This clearly, and very fpecir 
oufly whitens Venus. 

Another Dealkatton , Imbibe three parts of 
Mercury fubiimed , and two parts of Arfitic^ 
fubiimed, with Uthargiry dilfolved , until 
they become qight patts. To thefe eight ad- 
joyn other eight parts qf Arfnick^ fubiimed ; 
grind them together , and flux them with 
Oyl of Tartar , andypii will whiten prepared 
Venus , at pleafure. 

Alio another . Grind Metalline Arfnid^, 
with as much of the Calx of Luna , and 
imbibe the Mixture with the Water, of Sal - 
armoniac t ;and dry and grind j afterward 

diffolve 
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diffolve Salt of Tartar in the Water of Salt* 
peter with which Oyl imbibe thq Medicine , 
dry i*. Repeap this thrice , incerating and 
drying, and you will re joyce for this, which 
We have now related. 

Another of Ours , Imbibe Jupiter calcined* 
wafhed and dryed , fo often with Metalline 
Arfnickj* with half fo much of fubiimed 
Mercury , as until it. flows , and enters Venus $ 
for it whitens the fame ( if firft prepared! 
fplendidly. 

Alfo , upon Tutia calcined , diflolved and 
coagulated , fublime white Ar[nic\ (fo that of 
the Arfnict* be three parts , but of the Tuti* 
one part ) reiterating the Sublimation upon it 
four times ; for it hath ingrefs with them 
adjoyn half as much as tfie whole is, of 
Sublimate Mercury 5 grinding and incerating 
four times with the Water of Sal ammoniac , 
Pete? r and Tartar 9 of each alike. With this, 
when poagui4tpd , cement prepared Elates oi 
Venus , and melt , and you will have a very 
beautiful Thing. 

Alfo Another , Grind Versus calcined and 
incerated 5 to this add Arfnicki fubiimed, and 
half a part of Mercury fubiimed 3 with which 
being well ground and mixed, adjoyn a little 
of the Water of Ammoniac > incerating upon 
a Mayble% afterward dry and fublime. Re- 
vert the Sublimate ppon the Feces , again 
imbibing , and fo do thrice : the fourth time 
imbibe with the Water Qf Peter , and fublime 
w , what 
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what can he. fublirneci, ^Reiterate this La- 
bour * until it remain fluid in' the Bottom. 
This , i n&vpper prepared, will be refplendent 
with Brtgbtn'efs. f ' - ’ 

Alfp., llpon the prepared Calx of Venus 
fb often fixbjime Sublimate Arfvicl ^ , as * until 
lb me part of the Arfnick^ remain with it in 
the Afperity of Fire . : That , imbibed with 
the Water of P. eter , and iaftly incerated with 
the water of Luna 5 and Mercury precipitate, 
and in the. end vjri th Qyl of Tartar re< 5 fcified , 
until it flovjr^ , wonderfully : whitens \Ve nut 
and enters the fecond Order , if you have 
wifely walked in the Valleys of this Art. For 
t have elfewhere fkid that if you obtain a- 
liy part of Mercury precipitated, in the Mix- 
ture 3 you will walk more fplendidly 3 efpe- 
Cial.ly , if .the White Ferment ^ diflolved with 
the Mercury diffol ved , after a certain Fixa- 
tion of it* be adjoyned by the Atrium of 
Inceratidn , you will find ^ that you have 
walked nigh the way it fe If. 

But , bpcaufe We have proved , that fu- 
fiteri hoWtiSe^pir prepared , iii the whole nrft 
Order , is tdtaljly unprofitable ., what Magijtery 
ibeveV ts followed in / its Preparation 3 alfb 
Saturn and Mars 5 therefore , in Our Sum 
of Perfection , VVe affigned to it a Medicine 
of the Third Order 5 becaufe there, it is moft 
excellently adorhed , as is often proved in 
Our fhid Sum of Perfection , and We have 
now proved and experienced de faCto , infinite 

wayes 
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wayes . Yet We have Written more ape 
Things , touching the Dealbation of Venus. 


CHAP. XXVI. 

Mercurial Sports. 

|JOw I begin to fpeak of Mercurial Plajet 
or ( Sports ) make a Cement of Lithargirj 
of Silver , and Salt Alkaly of Zoz*a ( ot 
Soda) put the Cement firft into a Crucible the 
Thicknefs of one Finger , upon that put a 
Globe of the .Amalgamation of Mercury , and 
Luna , and put on the remainder of the O- 
ment\ that the Globe may be in the midft of 
the Dry, Lute, and fet the Cruci- 

ble in a gentle Fire foe half a Day , leifiirely 
augmenting the Fire . and fb continue its 
leifureiy Increafe , from the Evening, untp 
the Dawning of the Day, with moderate 
Ignition at laft. Then take it out, prove it 
by Cineritium , and it will be JLuna'm weight, 
and Surdity \ and much better in Fixation. 

Alio , Amalgamate Luna with Mercury , 
to which adjoyn as much of Saturn , as 
there is of the Lnna. Put it into filch a Cruci- 
ble , as that three fourths of it may beemp- 
ty, pour on it Oyl of Sulphur , and codt it 
unto Confumption of th e Oyl: afterwards keep 
it for two Hours in a moderate Fire , and 

there 
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there will be generated a Syone Blacky, with 
a little Rednefs* This Stone prpve by Cine- 
ritium, and you will find your Luna aug- 
mented in Weight , Surdity, and. Fixation* 
AU6 another , worthy to be thought on ; 
Grind Luna amalgamated with Mercury, with 
twice fo much Metalline Zrfnick^i to which 
ad joy n a ten-fold Proportion of Amalgamated 
Venus, viz*, of Luna (T fappofe Venus') and 
Arfnict^. Grind the whole, and fix, and re- 
duce into Body, and it ffiall be well with you* 


C H A P. XXVII. 

Of the Cit reflation , qr Colouring of 

. Luna. 

fJAving guided you to th e Knowledge of 
thofe JDealbations with the Afagifiery , 
^We now come to fpeak of the Citrin%tion of 
Luna more fpecially , than We did in Qur 
Sum of Perfection. Diflolve Our Philofophick^ 
Zyniar , deduced from Venus prepared , in 
the Witter of the Dijfolutiqn of Luna 5 to which 
adjoyn half fo much , as it feif is , of Mer- 
eqry rubified by Sublimation , and in fome 
fort fixed , and diflolved 5 to thefe , add as 
"much of Luna diflolved, as the Zyniar it 
felf is : from which , fermented for one day, 

extract 
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extract the Water by EiJHllation, and revert 
it 5 do this ten times. In the end coagu- 
late, and reduce into Body , r and you will 
re joy ce for this Invention. 

> ^ «r ' ■ 1 

Otherwife , Diflolve Zyniar and our Cro- 
cus prepared with the Sublimation of ALer- 
cury , until it wax Red ; adjoyn* as much 
Sal ammoniac , and fa blimedt thrice from that 
Crocus > which diflolve. The Crocus and Zy - 
mar muft be equal , to which adjoyn as 
much of Luna diflolved , as there is of both. 
Do as you did in the precedent , inceratiug 
and reducing : for it is eafie. 

Alfb , We will fhew you another way 
more eafie $ Be of Crocus and Zyniar diflolved, 
of each a like Jghsantity , adjoyn to them 
as much Gold diflolved. Incerate as before, 
in the End coagulate , and give to theC<**- 
gulate a fourth part of its own weight of the 
Oyl of S alt-pet er 5 and pro j e<ft upon fo much 
Luna , and it will be a 7 inSture with a Citrine 
Afpett. 

Otherwife and belt. Make a Water of Our 
Zyniar , and of Our laid Crocus, and im- 
bibe the Cal.xss of Sol and Luna ( equal 
parts ) therewith , until they have drunk in 
their own weight ot'it. In the end,inceratewith 
the Oyl of Ammoniac , and *Eeter , and re- 
duce into a noble tody. 

Alfo, 
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A!fo l Sublime Ammoniac frpltr Our Green* 
mefi r, to which then adjoyn: Crocus and Zy- 
from which well commixed fublime the 
jtmmoniac extracted from . the : aforefaid 
twice or thrice : and in the End difTblvc the 
Whole , to which add & thif d : part of Gold 
diflbtved. InCerate as before , and congeal %. 
then project upon Sol and Luna, fo that of 
Luna theta be ‘two parts j and of Sol ones 
and It will be good. 
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